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Senat or (s) Hewes To: County Affairs

SENATE BI LL NO. 2778

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 17-1-35, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE REG ONAL PLANNI NG COWM SSI ONS TO ACQUI RE, HOLD AND
MAI NTAI N PROPERTY AND TO LEASE, ASSI GN AND CONVEY THE PROPERTY FOR
THE PURPOSE OF MAI NTAI NI NG THEI R OPERATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 17-1-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

17-1-35. Any regional planning comm ssion created hereunder
shal | be authorized and enpowered as foll ows:

(a) To adopt rules or procedure for the regul ati ons of
its affairs, set forth policies and procedures for the conduct of
its business, and to appoint, fromanong its nenbers, a chairman
and vice chairman, to serve annually, provided that such chairman
may be subject to reel ection.

(b) To adopt an official nanme, seal, and retain and
keep mnutes of its neetings in a firmy bound m nute book, in
whi ch all actions taken by the comm ssion about its business shal
so be recorded.

(c) To maintain an office at such place or places as it
may designate, and neet at regular tines on one day each and every
nonth of the year

(d) To enploy and to compensate such personnel,
consul tants and techni cal and professional assistance as shall be
necessary to exercise the powers and performthe duties set forth
in Sections 17-1-31 through 17-1-35, inclusive.

(e) To nmake and enter into all contracts and agreenents

necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties and the
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execution of its powers under Sections 17-1-31 through 17-1-35,

i nclusive. The chairman of said regional comm ssion shall be the
duly authorized individual to execute contracts on behalf of said
comm ssion, upon duly and properly entered resolution of said
comm ssion so authorizing himto enter and execute said contract.

(f) To hold public hearings and sponsor public foruns
in any part of the regional area whenever the comm ssion deens it
necessary or useful in the execution of its functions.

(g) To accept and receive, in the furtherance of its
functions, funds, grants, and service fromthe federal governnent,
or its agencies; fromdepartnents, agencies and instrunmentalities
of state, nunicipal or |local governnent; or fromprivate or civic
sour ces.

(h) To receive and expend such suns of noney as shal
be fromtinme to tine appropriated for its use by any county,
state, or nmunicipality, and to receive and expend federal funds.

(i) To cooperate in the exercise of its planning
functions with federal and state agencies.

(j) To be a body corporate and as such, may sue and be
sued, in any suit against the comm ssion, service of process shal
be had by service upon the chairman with such process.

(k) To acquire, hold and maintain property, real,

personal and m xed, and to | ease, assign and convey the sane, for

t he purpose of maintaining the operations of the regional planning

comm SssSi on.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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