M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senat or (s) Chaney, King To: Education;
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2731

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO | MPLEMENT
A PROGRAM TO MAKE AVAI LABLE A FULL DAY VOLUNTARY PRE- KI NDERGARTEN
PROGRAM BY 2006 FOR FOUR- YEAR OLDS THROUGH A COLLABORATI VE EFFORT
BETWEEN HEAD START, LICENSED CH LD CARE CENTERS AND SCHOCL
DI STRI CTS, BEG NNI NG W TH COUNTI ES THAT REFLECT A NEED AS
SUPPORTED BY POPULATI ON ELI G BLE FOR PRE- KI NDERGARTEN FOUR- YEAR
OLDS AND THOSE ACTUALLY BEI NG SERVED, W TH THE TOTAL
| MPLEMENTATI ON BY 2008; TO | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO MAKE AVAI LABLE A
FULL DAY VCOLUNTARY PRE- KI NDERGARTEN PROGRAM BY 2008 FOR THREE- YEAR
OLDS THROUGH A COLLABORATI VE EFFORT BETWEEN HEAD START, LI CENSED
CH LD CARE CENTERS AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, BEGQ NNI NG W TH COUNTI ES
THAT REFLECT A NEED AS REPORTED BY POPULATI ON ELI G BLE FOR
PRE- KI NDERGARTEN FOR THREE- YEAR OLDS AND THOSE ACTUALLY BEI NG
SERVED, W TH TOTAL | MPLEMENTATI ON BY 2010; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) As used in this act, the term"four-year

ol d* nmeans any child age four (4) on or before Septenber 1 and the
term"three-year old" neans any child age three (3) on or before
Sept enber 1.

(2) To ensure that all four-year olds and three-year olds
have access to quality educational services, the Legislature
hereby finds and decl ares that:

(a) Parents have the primary duty to educate their
preschool children; and

(b) The State of M ssissippi can assist parents in
their role as the primary caregivers and educators by providing
services for a full day pre-kindergarten programthat addresses
instructional, social and enotional needs for four-year old and
t hree-year old children

(3) The State Board of Education, in collaboration with the
Depart ment of Human Services, shall devel op and inpl enent a

voluntary programto provide services for a full day kindergarten
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program t hat addresses the cognitive, social and enotional needs
of four-year old and three-year old children, subject to the
foll ow ng conditions and provisions:

(a) The program shall be vol untary.

(b) The State Board of Education, the Departnent of
Human Services, the State Board of Health, the M ssissippi Head
Start Association, and the public and private early chil dhood
centers shall jointly develop criteria for: (i) the enroll nent of
four-year old and three-year old children who have predicated
significant readi ness deficiencies; (ii) the qualifications of
personnel enployed to serve the said children; (iii) pupil/teacher
ratio; (iv) health and safety standards; (v) hours of operation of
such prograns; and (vi) provide for the transportation of said
chil dren.

(c) The core curriculumof all such four-year old and
three-year old prograns will neet or exceed the State Depart nent
of Education's Pre-Kindergarten Curricul um Benchmarks.

(d) To ensure coordination, the school district wll
revi ew avai l abl e educati onal resources, prograns and services in
order to avoid duplication of public services.

(e) The State Board of Education shall determ ne a
process for interested school districts to apply for grant funds
in order to participate in such four-year old prograns. Begi nning
in fiscal year 2005, the State Board of Education shall award
grants for not |less than one (1) programin each M ssissipp
congressional district and not nore than twenty-five (25) prograns
inall, and in subsequent years may award additional program
grants subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated thereafter by the Legislature. These prograns shal
be awarded to targeted school districts which are in need of an
instructional programfor four-year old children who have
predi cted significant readi ness deficiencies. The State Board of

Education wll annually determ ne a cost per child rate which
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shall be used in funding a targeted program and shall coll aborate
with the Departnent of Human Services in the determnation of fair
mar ket rates for subsidized child care. The targeted districts
w Il be responsible for blending services for children to avoid
duplication in the areas of transportation, personnel, training of
personnel, facilities and child nutrition.

(f) The State Board of Education shall determ ne a
process for interested school districts, Head Start Centers, and
public and private early childhood centers to apply for grant
funds in order to participate in such three-year ol d prograns.
Beginning in fiscal year 2007, the State Board of Education shal
award grants for not |less than one (1) programin each M ssissipp
congressional district and not nore than twenty-five (25) prograns
inall, and in subsequent years may award additional program
grants subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated thereafter by the Legislature. These prograns shal
be awarded to targeted school districts which are in need of an
early chil dhood program for three-year old children who have
predi cted significant readi ness deficiencies. The State
Departnent of Education will annually determ ne a cost per child
rate which shall be used in funding a targeted program and shal
col l aborate with the Departnent of Human Services in the
determnation of fair market rates for subsidized child care.

(4) The Pre-Kindergarten Education Program Fund is
established. Funds nmade avail able by the Legislature for the
support and mai ntenance of full day pre-kindergarten education
prograns aut horized under this act shall be deposited into the
fund.

(5) The State Board of Education shall report to the
Legi sl ature on Decenber 1, 2004, and annually thereafter, on the
status of prograns.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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