M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Burton To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2694

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-53-3 AND 43-53-5, M SSI SSI PPI

2 CODE OF 1972, TO TRANSFER THE POAERS AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE
3 M SSISSI PPl LEADERSHI P COUNCI L ON AG NG FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF

4 PUBLI C SAFETY TO THE OFFI CE OF ATTORNEY GENERAL; AND FOR RELATED
5  PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 43-53-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 43-53-3. (1) Establishnment of the council. On July 1,

10 2004, the powers and responsibilities of the M ssissippi

11 Leadership Council on Aging shall be transferred to the Ofice of
12 the Attorney Ceneral. The Attorney General may assign to the

13 appropriate offices such responsibilities deened necessary to

14 carry out the functions of the council. There is hereby

15 established within the Ofice of the Attorney Ceneral the

16 M ssissippi Leadership Council on Aging, hereafter in this chapter
17 the "council."

18 (2) Menbership of the council:

19 (a) The council shall consist of a representative of
20 the Departnent of Public Safety to be appointed by the

21 Conmm ssioner of Public Safety;

22 (b) Two (2) representatives of the M ssissippi

23 Sheriff's Association, to be elected by the Sheriff's Association;
24 (c) Two (2) representatives of the M ssissippi

25 Association of Chiefs of Police, to be elected by the Association
26 of Chiefs of Police;

27 (d) One (1) representative of the M ssissippi

28 Departnent of Human Services, Division of Aging and Adult

S. B. No. 2694 *SS02/R927* Gl/ 2
04/ SS02/ R927
PAGE 1



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

Services, to be appointed by the Executive Director of the
Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(e) Two (2) representatives of the Anerican Association
of Retired Persons, to be elected by M ssissippi AARP Executive
Commi ttee;

(f) Two (2) representatives fromconmmunity vol unteer
councils on aging, to be appointed by the Ofice of the Governor;

(g0 One (1) representative fromthe Ofice of the
Attorney General, Crine Prevention Unit, to be appointed by the
Attorney General; and

(h) Two (2) representatives fromthe agi ng advocate
network, to be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor.

(3) In the performance of its functions, the council shall,
to the extent possible, solicit the participation and invol venent
of retired | aw enforcenent personnel.

(4) The council shall elect a chairperson by a majority vote
of the menbership.

(5) Menbers of the council shall serve until the
appropriately designated person in each representative
organi zati on sel ects another representative, and all persons on
the council shall be subject to the advice and consent of the
Senat e.

(6) Menbership on the council shall not constitute the
hol ding of a public office, and nenbers of the council shall not
be required to take and file oaths of office before serving on the
counci | .

(7) The menmbers of the council shall receive no conpensation
for their services as nenbers.

(8 No nmenber of the council shall be disqualified from
hol di ng any public office or enploynent nor shall any nenber
forfeit any enploynment or office by reason of his nenbership on

t he council .
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(9) The council shall neet as often as deened necessary, but
in no event less than four (4) tinmes annually. The chairman shal
call the first neeting of the council no later than Cctober 1996.
A mgjority of the nenbership shall constitute a quorum for
conducti ng busi ness.

SECTION 2. Section 43-53-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-53-5. (1) The council shall advise the Attorney General,

the Department of Public Safety, sheriffs and other |ocal |aw

enf orcenent agenci es, senior advocates chosen in consultation with
the Area Agencies on Aging, and Anmerican Association of Retired
Persons representatives in the study and eval uati on of "TRI AD
Prograns” as an effective response to the problens of crine

agai nst el derly persons.

(2) The council may consult with experts, service providers,
and representative organi zati ons engaged in the protection of the
el derly and may recommend the devel opnent of "TRI AD Prograns" in
the State of Mssissippi to assist the elderly to avoid crim nal
victim zation through the coordinated efforts of state, county and
| ocal | aw enforcenent agenci es and organi zati ons whi ch provide
services for the elderly.

(3) The council may reconmend policies and prograns to
assi st | aw enforcenent agencies to inplenment "TRI AD Prograns,"
including training and crinme prevention standards and techni cal
assi stance. Such recommendations may include the foll ow ng:

(a) The establishnment of a statew de central
cl eari nghouse for information and education materials.

(b) The devel opnent of innovative conmunity police
progranms for the elderly.

(c) The provision of assistance by the council in the
devel opnent and delivery of training for |aw enforcenent
professionals involved in the "TRI AD Prograns, " including, but not

limted to, the follow ng subjects:
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(1) Crinmes against the elderly and the protection
of elderly persons.
(i1) Police sensitivity to the needs of elderly
persons as victins, wtnesses or victinms of "vicarious
victim zation,"” which inpairs the quality of life.
(ti1) Availability of social and human servi ces.
(d) The provision of assistance to state and |ocal |aw
enforcenent officials and to nonprofit corporations and
organi zations with respect to effective policies and responses to
crinme against elderly persons.
(e) The pronotion and facilitation of cooperation anong
state agencies and | ocal governnent.
(f) The pronotion of effective advocacy services to
protect and assist elderly persons and elderly victins of crine.
(g) The evaluation of the relationship between crines
agai nst elderly persons and ot her problens confronting elderly
persons and the nmaki ng of recommendati ons for effective policy
responses.
(h) The collection of statistical data and research.
(i) The establishnment of rules and regul ations
necessary to carry out the above.

For purposes of this chapter, "TRI AD Program neans the triad
cooperative nodel devel oped by the Anmerican Association of Retired
Persons, the National Sheriff's Association and the |International
Associ ation of Chiefs of Police, which calls for the participation
of the sheriff, at |east one (1) police chief, at |east one (1)
menber of the American Association of Retired Persons and a
representative of at |east one (1) senior citizens' organization
within a county and may include participation by coalitions of |aw
enforcenment, victins' services and senior citizen advocate
organi zations. If there is not both a sheriff and a police chief
in a county or if the sheriff or a police chief does not

participate, a TRIAD may include in the place of the sheriff or
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127 police chief other nmenbers of the crimnal justice system such as
128 a district attorney.

129 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
130 and after July 1, 2004.
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