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Senator(s) Al britton To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2656

AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 97-3-8, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO CREATE THE CRI ME OF | NDECENT ASSAULT AGAI NST A PERSON OF
ANY AGE |F DONE W THOUT CONSENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
97-3-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

97-3-8. (1) A person is guilty of indecent assault if the
person knowi ngly and intentionally touches another person on the
breasts, buttocks, genital area or anal area w thout the consent
of the other person who is so touched, and, upon conviction, the
person violating this section shall be punished by inprisonnment in
the county jail for not nore than one (1) year; provided, that
upon a third or subsequent conviction under this section, whether
agai nst the sane or another victimand within five (5) years, the
def endant shall be guilty of a felony and sentenced to a term of
i mpri sonment of not |ess than five (5) nor nore than ten (10)
years.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent
prosecution of any person under Section 97-5-23, M ssissippi Code
of 1972.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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