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Senator (s) Hyde-Smith, Lee (35th) To: Agriculture

SENATE BI LL NO. 2491

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 69-47-5, 69-47-17, AND 69-47-25,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM THE STATE ORGANI C FARM
CERTI FI CATI ON PROGRAM TO REQUI REMENTS OF THE NATI ONAL ORGANI C
PROGRAM AS ADM NI STERED BY THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-47-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-47-5. (1) Any producer who sells or intends to sel
organi c food shall apply to the departnment for certification in
accordance with this chapter

(2) An applicant for certification nust docunent that the
| and, individual field or greenhouse units to be certified shal
be managed organically. Docunentation for certification shall be
in the formof a detailed, three-year farmplan for land, fields
or units and in a format acceptable to the departnment. The
application shall be reviewed by the organic certification program
director.

(3) The farm plan shall include:

(a) * * * Rotation and nutrient-stabilization plans for
each field or unit under organi c managenent;

(b) One-year, agronomc field-by-field crop practice
and spray plans for each field or unit of the farmwhich is
organi cal | y nmanaged;

(c) A nmp of the field to be organically nanaged which
also indicates all buffer zones and their width, with * * *

a* * * puffer zone separating | and nanaged organically from ot her
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cultivated agricultural land and * * * a * * * puffer zone
separating greenhouse units managed organically from other units;

(d) A description of facility and nethods that shall be
used to keep organically managed crops and |ivestock from
post - harvest segregated from nonorgani cally managed crops and
| i vest ock;

(e) A description of facilities and nethods that wl|l
be used to keep farm equi pnment from contam nating organically
managed fields; and

(f) A description of facilities and nmethods that shal
be used to store and handl e prohibited materials separately from
permtted materials.

(4) A crop grown in an organically managed field, any part

of which is located in close proximty to a field to which a

prohi bited pesticide has been applied, shall be tissue-tested for
resi dues of that pesticide before the harvest of the organic crop.

(5) The departnent shall not certify a field as organically
managed that is part of a farmunless there exist distinct,
defined boundari es between fields under organi c managenent and
ot her fields.

(6) The departnent shall not certify land that has no
previous history as cultivated cropland, orchard or inproved
pasture, and that is being converted to organic for the sole
pur pose of replacing | and abandoned because of chem cal
contam nation or depleted fertility resulting from previ ous
farm managenent practices.

* * %

(7) An applicant for certification nmay present soi
fertility test results for each field or greenhouse unit to be
certified initially and every third year thereafter.

(8) An applicant may al so present the results of water

residue and plant-tissue tests as required by the departnent.

S. B. No. 2491 *SS01/R681*
04/ SS01/ R681
PAGE 2



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92

(9) The departnment * * * may use a certification rating
systemin evaluating the application.

SECTION 2. Section 69-47-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-47-17. (1) Applications submtted under this chapter
shall be in witing on a form prescribed by the departnent.

(2) A separate application shall be submtted for each farm

farmunit, processing plant, distribution facility or retai

operation, if operated as a separate entity by the owner.

(3) Applications and verification docunents shall be
submtted to the M ssissippi Departnent of Agriculture and
Conmmrer ce.

(4) The departnent shall authorize retailers and
distributors to use the Mssissippi certified organic mark upon
sati sfactory conpl etion and approval of a departnment application
form

(5 Al applicants entitled to use the mark shall be subject
to inspection by the departnent.

SECTION 3. Section 69-47-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-47-25. (1) The departnment nay establish a fee schedul e

for application, inspection and annual certification fees. The

fee schedul e shall be provided to all persons inquiring about the

application process.

(2) Producers and processors participating in the

departnent’s organic certification programw ||l be charged an

i nspection fee and an annual certification fee. Retailers and

di stributors shall be charged an application fee for the initial
i nspection conducted by the departnent in accordance with this
chapter and the regulations * * *,

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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