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Senat or (s) Browni ng To: Judiciary, Division A

SENATE BI LL NO. 2482

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-45, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE CIVIL PENALTI ES WH CH MAY BE | MPOSED WHENEVER A CHANCERY
OR CRCUT CLERK FAILS TO TI MELY FI LE AN ANNUAL REPORT W TH THE
STATE AUDI TOR;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-1-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-1-45. (1) Each chancery and circuit clerk shall file, not
| ater than April 15 of each year, with the State Auditor of Public
Accounts a true and accurate annual report on a formto be
desi gned and supplied to each clerk by the State Auditor of Public
Accounts inmedi ately after January 1 of each year. The form shal
include the following information: (a) revenues subject to the
salary cap, including fees; (b) revenues not subject to the salary
cap; and (c) expenses of office, including any salary paid to a
clerk's spouse or children. Each chancery and circuit clerk shal
provi de any additional information requested by the Public
Enpl oyees' Retirement System for the purpose of retirenent
cal cul ati ons.

(2) In any county having two (2) judicial districts, a
separate report nmay be filed by the chancery clerk and circuit
clerk for each judicial district. Wenever the chancery clerk
serves as deputy to the circuit clerk in one (1) judicial district
and the circuit clerk serves as deputy to the chancery clerk in
the other judicial district, each clerk may file, for the judicial
district in which he serves, one (1) report for the revenues and
expenses of his office in his capacity as chancery or circuit

clerk and a separate report for reporting the revenues coll ected
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and expenses incurred in his capacity as deputy circuit or deputy
chancery clerk.

(3) If the chancery or circuit clerk fails to provide the

reports required in this section, then the State Auditor shal

give by United States certified mail, return recei pt requested,

witten notification to the chancery or circuit clerk of

nonconpliance. If within thirty (30) days after receipt of the

notice, the chancery or circuit clerk, in the opinion of the State

Audi tor, remains in nonconpliance, the State Auditor may institute

civil proceedings in a court of the county in which the clerk

serves. The court, upon a hearing, shall decide the issue and if

it determnes that the clerk is not in substantial conpliance,

shall order the clerk to imedi ately and thereafter conply.

Violations of any order of the court shall be punishable as for

contenpt. In addition, the court in its discretion nmay inpose a

civil penalty in an anpbunt not to exceed Five Thousand Dol l ars

($5, 000. 00) upon the clerk, for which he shall be liable in his

i ndi vi dual capacity, for any such nonconpliance that the court

determ nes as intentional or will ful.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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