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Senat or (s) Hewes To: Business and Financi al
I nstitutions

SENATE BI LL NO. 2440

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 17-25-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE APPROVAL NEEDED | N ORDER FOR A WRI TTEN COMPETENCY
EXAM NATI ON TO QUALI FY FOR RECI PROCI TY BETWEEN LI CENSI NG
JURI SDI CTI ONS; TO AMEND SECTION 27-17-457, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO CLARIFY LOCAL | MPGSI TI ON OF PRI VI LEGE LI CENSE FEES
AGAI NST BUI LDI NG- | NDUSTRY CONTRACTORS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 17-25-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

17-25-5. (1) Every municipality and county of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi shall grant conpetency exam nation reciprocity to any
contractor, including, but not limted to, any electrical,
pl unbi ng, heating and air conditioning, water and sewer, roofing
or nechani cal contractor, who is licensed by another municipality
or county of this state wi thout inposing any further conpetency
exam nation requirenments provided:

(a) That the contractor furnishes evidence that he has

a license issued on the basis of a conpetency exam nation
adm nistered in one (1) nunicipality or county of the State of

M ssi ssi ppi which has an exam ni ng board established by county or

muni ci pal ordi nance that regularly gives a witten exam nation and

which requires witten examnation to qualify for a |license;

(b) That he furnishes evidence that he actually took
and passed the witten exam nation which qualified himfor such
| i cense; however, in lieu thereof, he may furnish evidence that
he was issued a license prior to May 1, 1972, and prior to the
exi stence of a witten exam nation by a county or nmunicipality
whi ch has an exam ning board that requires witten exam nation to

qualify for a |icense;
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(c) That he has been actively engaged in the business
for which he is licensed for two (2) years or nore;

(d) That he has held a license for his business for one
(1) year or nore; and

(e) That he pays the license fee to the nmunicipality or
county to which application is nade for a license unless he hol ds
a current certificate of responsibility issued by the State Board
of Public Contractors, in which case no |icense fee shall be
col | ect ed.

(2) (a) Any contractor who operates nore than one (1)
separate place of business within the state nust obtain the
appropriate privilege license and pay the privilege |icense fee
for each location if required by the local jurisdiction.

(b) Every jurisdiction in which a contractor does
busi ness may i npose its own separate bonding requirenents on the
contractor desiring to do business there.

SECTION 2. Section 27-17-457, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-17-457. (1) No contractor, including, but not limted
to, any electrical, plunbing, heating and air conditioning, water
and sewer, roofing or mechanical contractor * * * who holds a
privilege license under this chapter shall * * * advertise to the
public that he is "licensed" unless he is * * * in conpliance with

all conpetency exam nation requirenents of the local jurisdiction

in which he does business or holds a current |icense or

certificate of responsibility fromthe State Board of Contractors.
Any officer collecting privilege tax may suspend the issuance or

renewal of a privilege license * * * until such tinme as the

licensee is in conpliance with the provisions of this section. |If
a person advertises hinself to the public as "licensed," the
person nust state to the public that he is "licensed by the city

of" or "county of" followed by the name or nanmes of the

appropriate cities and counties in which the person * * *

S. B. No. 2440 *SS01/R598*
04/ SS01/ R598
PAGE 2




63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

currently holds a license issued on the basis of a conpetency

exam * * * or, if * * * agppropriate, "licensed by the State Board
of Contractors."”

(2) No additional privilege license fee shall be required in

order for a contractor having a single business |location to do

busi ness in another nunicipality or county in the state if the

contractor has paid a privilege |license fee in the nmunicipality or

county where he is domciled. However, every jurisdiction in

whi ch a contractor does business nay inpose its own separate

bondi ng requirenents on the contractor desiring to do business

t here.

(3) Any contractor who operates nore than one (1) separate

pl ace of business within the state nust obtain the appropriate

privilege license and pay the privilege |license fee for each

location if required by the local jurisdiction.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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