M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senat or (s) Robertson, Mffatt, Gollott, To: Finance

Dawki ns, Lee (47th), Walley, Mrgan, Cuevas

© (00} ~ o ObrhWNE

N N N N DD N MDD NDMDDNN P PP PPk kPP
o N o o~ WN P O © 00 N oo~ wN -+, O

SENATE BI LL NO. 2431

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-29-437, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT ANY TAX LEVY THAT | S DESI GNATED FOR THE RETI REMENT
OF BONDS BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE M SSI SSI PPI GULF COAST
JUNI OR COLLEGE DI STRI CT SHALL NOT BE | NCLUDED | N CERTAIN M LLAGE
LI M TATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-29-437, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-29-437. After the budget shall have been prepared as is
provided for in Section 37-29-415, the Board of Trustees of the
M ssi ssippi Gul f Coast Junior College District shall certify the
same in witing to the boards of supervisors of the several
counties and shall certify to the said boards of supervisors the
nunber of mlls of ad valoremtaxation required to nmake provisions
for the revenue required in said budget. It shall thereupon
beconme the duty of the board of supervisors of each of the four
(4) counties to levy the taxes in the nunber of mlls specified by
the board of trustees. The tax |evy for naintenance and operation
of the district shall not exceed four (4) mlls nor shall the |evy
for capital outlay, including purchase of |ands, construction and
equi pnent of buildings and structures, and for naking of major

repairs, * * * exceed three (3) mlls. Any tax |evy designated by

the board of trustees for the retirenent of bonds issued under

Sections 37-29-401 through 37-29-437 shall not be included in any

mllage limtation established in this section.

Pronptly upon having certified the requirenents of the
district to the several boards of supervisors the board of

trustees of the district shall cause publication of notice to be
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made in each county in a newspaper published or having general
circulation therein giving notice of the filing of the request for
the levy aforesaid. Said notice shall be published at |east one
time and within ten (10) days after the certification of the
request for such levy to the boards of supervisors. The said
notice shall provide that the said |l evy requested will be made in
each county unless a petition signed by twenty percent (20% of
the qualified electors of the district shall be filed with the
secretary of the board of trustees of the said district within
thirty (30) days fromthe date of the first publication protesting
agai nst the said | evy and denmanding an election thereon. 1In the
event of the filing of such a petition, it shall be the duty of
the secretary forthwith to call a special neeting of the board of
trustees of the district setting forth the fact of the filing of
such petition in the notice of the call and the said board shal
pronmptly neet and consider the said petition. |If it shall find
that the sanme does in fact protest against the said levies and is
in fact signed by at |east twenty percent (20% of the qualified
el ectors of the said district, it shall then so certify to the
boards of supervisors of the several counties. As early as
possi bl e but not later than fifteen (15) days after the receipt of
such notice, it shall be the duty of the board of supervisors of
each county to enter an order directing the el ection conm ssioners
of the county to proceed to hold an election in all of the voting
precincts of said county to determ ne whether or not the |evy
shal |l be nmade as requested by the board of trustees of the
district.

The said election shall be held within thirty (30) days from
the date of the said order of the board of supervisors requesting
that the sane be called and notice thereof shall be published once
a week for three (3) weeks during the period between the order
directing the election conm ssioners to hold the sanme and the

actual date thereof.
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The el ection shall be held in accordance with the | aws
governing general elections as nearly as is practicable and the
el ecti on comm ssioners of each county shall, pronptly after the
hol ding of said election, certify to the secretary of the board of
trustees of the district the result thereof in each county,
certifying also the nunber of qualified electors in each county on
the date of the holding of said election. The board of trustees
of the district shall pronptly nmeet and consider the several
certificates of the election comm ssioners and shall determ ne the
result of said election in the district. |If it shall be
determ ned that a majority of the qualified electors of the
district have voted against the |evy requested, the sanme shall not
be made but the board of supervisors in each county shall continue
in effect the levy nade for the preceding fiscal year. |If it be
determ ned that a majority of the qualified electors has not voted
against said levy, it shall be the duty of the board of
supervi sors of each county to nmake the |levy as requested. * * *

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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