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Senat or (s) Huggi ns To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2415

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-61-1 AND 73-61-3, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO MAKE LAWUL PLACI NG A TATTOO OR PERFORM NG BODY
Pl ERCI NG UPON A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF 18 W TH THE WRI TTEN
PERM SSI ON OF THE PERSON S PARENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-61-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-61-1. (1) No person shall place a tattoo upon the body
of a human for conpensation within the State of M ssissipp
Wi thout first registering with the State Departnent of Health.
The facility or premises in which tattooing is to be perforned
shall be specified in the registration, and the registered person
shall be authorized to performtattooing only in the specified
facility or prem ses. For the purposes of this section,
"tattooi ng" neans to nake indelible nmarks or designs on or visible
t hrough the skin of a human by puncturing or pricking the skin
with a needle or other instrunment and inserting ink or other
pi gnents, and "tattoo" neans the indelible mark or design so
produced. Registrations shall be valid for one (1) year, and each
person regi stered under this section shall pay an annual
registration fee to the departnment in an anount set by the
departnent, but not to exceed One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00),
whi ch fee shall be uniformfor all registered persons.

(2) The State Board of Health shall pronul gate rul es and
regul ations relating to:

(a) Health, cleanliness and general sanitation of the

facilities or premses in which tattooing is performed or to be

per f or med,;
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(b) Sterilization of tattooing apparatus and safe
di sposal of tattooing apparatus;

(c) Procedures to prevent the transm ssion of disease
or infection during or relating to tattooi ng procedures,
specifically including, but not limted to, transm ssion of
Hepatitis B and the human i mmunodeficiency virus (HV); and

(d) Such other adm nistrative provisions as nmay be
necessary to protect public health or properly adm nister the
requi renents of this section.

(3) Representatives of the departnent may visit any facility
or premses in which tattooing is perfornmed at any tinme during
busi ness hours to ensure conpliance with the requirenents of this
section and the rules and regul ati ons pronul gated under this
section. Representatives of the departnent shall visit each
facility or premses in which tattooing is performed not |ess than
once each year to inspect for such conpliance. The departnent may
suspend or revoke the registration of any person found to be
violating any of the rules or regulations pronmul gated under this
section.

(4) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to place a tattoo
upon the body of any person under the age of eighteen (18) years,

wi thout the witten perm ssion of the parent of the person

receiving the tattoo.

(5) Any person who places a tattoo upon the body of a human
for conpensation without first registering with the departnent or
after his registration has been suspended or revoked by the
departnent, or any person who places a tattoo upon the body of any
person in violation of subsection (4) of this section, is guilty
of a m sdeneanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine
of not |l ess than One Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00) nor nore than Five
Hundred Dol |l ars ($500. 00).

(6) The departnent is authorized to bring an action for an

i njunction under the provisions of Sections 73-51-1 through
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73-51-5 to prohibit any person who is required to be registered
under this section fromperformng tattooing w thout first
registering wwth the departnent or after his registration has been
suspended or revoked by the departnent.

(7) This section shall not apply to physicians licensed to
practice nedicine in Mssissippi in the performance of their
pr of essi onal duti es.

SECTION 2. Section 73-61-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-61-3. (1) For the purposes of this section, the term
"body piercing" nmeans the creation of an opening in any part of
t he human body, other than the outer perineter or |obe of the ear,
for the purpose of inserting jewelry or other decorative object,
or for some other nonnedi cal purpose.

(2) No person shall perform body piercing upon any person
for conpensation within the State of M ssissippi wthout first
registering with the State Departnent of Health. The facility or
prem ses in which body piercing is to be perfornmed shall be
specified in the registration, and the regi stered person shall be
authorized to performbody piercing only in the specified facility
or prem ses. Registrations shall be valid for one (1) year, and
each person registered under this section shall pay an annual
registration fee to the departnent in an anmount set by the
departnment, but not to exceed One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00),
whi ch fee shall be uniformfor all registered persons.

(3) The State Board of Health shall pronulgate rules and
regul ations relating to:

(a) Health, cleanliness and general sanitation of the
facilities or prem ses in which body piercing is perfornmed or to
be perforned,

(b) Sterilization of body piercing apparatus and safe

di sposal of body piercing apparatus;
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(c) Procedures to prevent the transm ssion of disease
or infection during or relating to body piercing procedures,
specifically including, but not limted to, transm ssion of
Hepatitis B and the human i mmunodeficiency virus (HV); and

(d) Such other adm nistrative provisions as nmay be
necessary to protect public health or properly adm nister the
requi renents of this section.

(4) Representatives of the departnent may visit any facility
or prem ses in which body piercing is perforned at any tinme during
busi ness hours to ensure conpliance with the requirenents of this
section and the rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated under this
section. Representatives of the departnent shall visit each
facility or premses in which body piercing is perforned not |ess
than once each year to inspect for such conpliance. The
departnent may suspend or revoke the registration of any person
found to be violating any of the rules or regul ati ons pronul gat ed
under this section.

(5 It shall be unlawful for any person to perform body
pi ercing upon any person under the age of eighteen (18) years,

wi thout the witten perm ssion of the parent of the person upon

whom t he body piercing is perforned.

(6) Any person who perfornms body piercing for conpensation
W thout first registering with the departnment or after his
regi stration has been suspended or revoked by the departnent, or
any person who perfornms body piercing upon any person in violation
of subsection (5) of this section, is guilty of a m sdeneanor and,
upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not |ess than One
Hundred Dol | ars ($100.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($500. 00) .

(7) The departnent is authorized to bring an action for an
i njunction under the provisions of Sections 73-51-1 through
73-51-5 to prohibit any person who is required to be registered

under this section fromperform ng body piercing wthout first
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registering wwth the departnment or after his registration has been

suspended or revoked by the departnent.

(8) This section shall not apply to physicians licensed to

practice nedicine in Mssissippi in the performance of their

pr of essi onal duti es.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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