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Senator(s) Al britton To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2411

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 99-43-37, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO CLARI FY LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT UNDER THE CRI ME VI CTIMS' BILL OF
Rl GHTS THAT CRI ME VI CTI Ms MAY SUBM T BOTH A WRI TTEN STATEMENT AND
TESTI FY ORALLY; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 99-43-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

99-43-37. It is the discretion of the victimto exercise the
right to be present and heard, where authorized by law, at a court
proceedi ng. The absence of the victimat the proceeding of the
court does not preclude the court fromgoing forward with the
proceeding. The right of the victimto be heard nay be exerci sed,
where authorized by law, at the discretion of the victim through
an oral statement or subm ssion of a witten statenent, or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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