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Senat or (s) Burton To: Universities and
Col | eges

SENATE BI LL NO. 2408

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-101-241 AND 75-60-5, M SS| SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT CERTAI N DI STANCE LEARNI NG COURSES FROM THE
REQUI REMENTS OF PRI OR APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ON ON COLLEGE
ACCREDI TATI ON AND THE COW SSI ON ON PROPRI ETARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
REG STRATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-101-241, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-241. There is hereby created the Comm ssion on
Col | ege Accreditation. Said conm ssion shall be conposed of the
Director of the Division of Junior Colleges in the State
Depart ment of Education, the Comm ssioner of Hi gher Education, and
two (2) additional nenbers, one (1) of whom shall be selected by
the foregoing two (2) nenbers and who shall represent the private
colleges within the state, and one (1) of whom shall be sel ected
by the M ssissippi Association of Colleges. The latter two (2)
menbers shall each serve for a termof three (3) years.

The conm ssion shall neet and organi ze by el ecting from anong
its menbership a chairman, a vice chairman and a secretary. The
commi ssion shall keep full and conplete mnutes and records of al
its proceedi ngs and actions.

The conm ssion shall have the power and authority, and it
shall be its duty, to prepare an approved list of junior and
senior colleges and universities located in the State of
M ssissippi. |In preparing the |ist of approved coll eges and
universities the comm ssion shall adopt standards which are in

keeping with the best educational practices in accreditation and
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receive reports fromthe institutions seeking to be placed on the
approved list.

All colleges and universities not already authorized to grant
degrees to students graduating fromtheir courses nust be approved
by the comm ssion in order to grant diplomas of graduation or
degr ees.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to private

commerci al schools and colleges. The provisions of this section

shall not apply to any distance |earning course domciled in

M ssi ssi ppi whi ch does not provide education services to

M ssi ssi ppi students.

SECTION 2. Section 75-60-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

75-60-5. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to the
follow ng categories of courses, schools or coll eges:

(a) Tuition-free courses or schools conducted by
enpl oyers exclusively for their own enpl oyees;

(b) Schools, colleges, technical institutes, comunity
col l eges, junior colleges or universities under the jurisdiction
of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning
or the State Board for Community and Juni or Coll eges;

(c) Schools or courses of instruction under the
jurisdiction of the State Board of Cosnetol ogy or State Board of
Bar ber Exam ners;

(d) Courses of instruction required by |aw to be
approved or licensed, or given by institutions approved or
|icensed, by a state board or agency other than the Comm ssion on
Proprietary School and Coll ege Regi stration; however, a school so
approved or licensed may apply to the Conmm ssion on Proprietary
School and Col | ege Registration for a certificate of registration
to be issued in accordance with the provisions of this chapter;

(e) Correspondence courses;
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(f) Nonprofit private schools offering academ c credits
at primary or secondary levels, or conducting classes for
exceptional education as defined by regulations of the State
Departnent of Educati on;

(g) Private nonprofit colleges and universities or any
private school offering academ c credits at primary, secondary or
post secondary | evels;

(h) Courses of instruction conducted by a public school
district or a conbination of public school districts;

(1) Courses of instruction conducted outside the United
St at es;

(j) A school which offers only instruction in subjects
whi ch the Conm ssion on Proprietary School and Coll ege
Regi stration determnes are primarily for avocational, persona
i nprovenent or cultural purposes and which does not represent to
the public that its course of study or instruction will or may
produce incone for those who take such study or instruction;

(k) Courses conducted primarily on an i ndividual
tutorial basis, where not nore than one (1) student is involved at
any one tine, except in those instances where the Conm ssion on
Proprietary School and Coll ege Registration determnes that the
course is for the purpose of preparing for a vocational objective;

(I') Kindergartens or simlar prograns for preschool -age
children;

(m Any distance |l earning courses domciled in

M ssi ssi ppi which do not provide education services to M ssissipp

st udent s.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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