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Senat or (s) Dawki ns To: Environnent Prot, Cons
and Water Res

SENATE BI LL NO. 2374

AN ACT TO PROVI DE A PROGRAM FOR THE RECYCLI NG AND DI SPOSAL OF
COMPUTER AND ELECTRONI C SOLI D WASTE; TO REQUI RE EACH STATE AGENCY
TO | MPLEMENT SUCH PROGRAM TO PROVI DE FOR THE SALE OR DONATI ON OF
SUCH EQUI PMENT; TO CREATE A COVPUTER AND ELECTRONI C RECYCLI NG
FUND; TO PROVI DE FOR THE DI SBURSEMENT OF FUND PROCEEDS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"M ssi ssi ppi Conputer and El ectronic Solid Waste Managenent Act.”
SECTION 2. The Legislature finds that conputer and

el ectronic solid waste is anong the fastest grow ng and nost toxic
segnents of Mssissippi's solid waste stream The state mnust
frequently upgrade and repl ace conputers, telecomrunication

devi ces and ot her technol ogically sophisticated equi pnent
necessary to the efficient operation of state governnment. The
necessary purchase of up-to-date conputers, teleconmunication

devi ces and ot her technol ogi cal equi pnent for state governnent use
often results in a surplus of existing equipnment that, while unfit
for state government purposes, is still useful and marketable for

| ess conpl ex and | ess hi gh-speed dependent use.

Sur pl us equi pment is generally stored by the owner agency
until the equipnment is cleared of all governnment software and
files.

There are disposal and recycling options other than | andfil
di sposal to address this problem including parts harvesting,
reuse, resale, donation and demanufacturi ng.

This act is intended to:

(a) Achieve the maxi mum possi ble benefit from use of

state agency owned conputers, electronics and peripherals;
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(b) Achieve maxi mum benefit fromsale of surplus state
agency assets; and

(c) Protect the public health, safety and the
envi ronment by mandating steps be taken to address the solid waste
managenent of conputers and other electronic solid waste
st at ew de.

SECTION 3. As used in this act, unless the context otherw se

requires:

(a) "Agency" neans every departnent, division, office,
board, comm ssion and institution of this state, including
state-supported institutions of higher education;

(b) "Conputer" neans a programmabl e el ectroni ¢ machi ne
that perfornms hi gh-speed mat hematical or |ogical operations or
that assenbl es, stores, correlates or otherw se processes
i nformation.

(c) "Demanufacturing"” neans end of life disposition of
el ectroni c devices and conputers; and includes recovery of hard
drives and chips with resale value, the renoval of commvodities,
such as copper, alum numand gold for sale to scrap consuners, the
removal and hazardous waste di sposal of toxins and heavy netals,
and the shredding or nelting of materials that can be sold and
manuf actured into new products;

(d) "D sposal" neans the discharge, deposit, injection,
dunpi ng, spilling, |eakage, placing or dunping of any conputer or
el ectronic waste into or on any |land or water in whatever manner
so that the waste or any constituent thereof m ght enter the
environment or be emtted into the air or be discharged into the
wat ers of the state, including groundwaters;

(e) "Electronics" neans devices utilizing electrons and
electric circuits, including househol d appliances, televisions,
recordi ng and pl ayi ng devices for nusic or video tapes, conpact

di scs and digital technol ogy;
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(f) "Fund" neans the Electronic Equi pnent Recycling
Fund established by this act;

(g) "Recycle" neans the use of previously manufactured
materials, including nmetals, glass and plastics in the manufacture
of new products;

(h) "Reuse" nmeans use of electronics, conputers and
equi pnent for harvesting of spare parts, resale or donation; and

(i) "Surplus conputer equi pnent” neans conputer
conponents no longer in use in an agency and whi ch have resi dual
mar ket val ue.

SECTION 4. (1) Each agency shall prepare and inplenent an

agency-w de policy for the managenent and sal e of agency surplus
conput er equi pnent and el ectronics.

(2) The policy shall mandate that all hard drives of surplus
conput er equi pnent be degaussed, cleared of all data, software and
be otherw se prepared for sale within ninety (90) days after
repl acenent.

(3) (a) The policy may provide that conputers and
el ectroni c equi pnent first be offered for sale to the primary
agency user of the individual conputer within thirty (30) days
after degaussing of the hard drive.

(b) The policy may provide that conputers be
secondarily offered for sale to other agency enpl oyees forty-five
(45) days after degaussing of the hard drive.

(4) (a) The policy shall allow each agency to keep a back
stock of computer hardware and el ectronics for the purpose of
parts harvesting for the repair, maintenance and upgrade of
conputers in use.

(b) Back stock shall not exceed ten percent (10% of
t he nunber of state enpl oyee conputers in the agency.

(5) The policy shall include a provision that state

enpl oyees purchasi ng state agency conputers and el ectronic
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equi pnent accept the conputer or equi pnent on an "as is" basis,
w t hout any warranty of any kind by the agency.

(6) Each agency shall prepare a plan to account for the sale
of used equi pnent and present that plan for review to the
Department of Finance and Adm nistration no | ater than Septenber
1, 2004.

SECTION 5. (1) |If an agency policy established under

Section 4 of this act provides for the preferential sale of
surplus conputer and el ectroni c equi pnent to agency enpl oyees,
that conmputer and el ectroni c equi pnent shall be sold at a price
not |ess than ten percent (10% above depreciated val ue as
determ ned by the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration

(2) If an agency policy established under Section 4 of this
act provides for the preferential sale of surplus conputer and
el ectroni c equi pnent to public schools, that conputer and
el ectroni c equi pnent shall be sold at a price not |less than five
percent (5% above depreci ated val ue as determ ned by the
Departnent of Finance and Adm ni stration.

SECTION 6. (1) Unsold surplus conputer and el ectronic

equi pnent nmay be donated by the owning agency to public schools if
t he agency policy so provides.

(2) Public schools are not required to, but may choose to,
accept unsol d surplus conputer and el ectronic equi pnment donated by
t he owni ng agency.

(3) Unsold surplus conputer equipnent may be sent to the
O fice of Surplus Property of the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration for sale, auction, recycling, donation,
demanuf acturing or disposal.

(4) Alternatively the agency may mai ntain possession of
conputers and electronics and allow the Ofice of Surplus Property
of the Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration to sell or auction

the conputer or electronic equipnent via an Internet website.
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SECTION 7. Funds generated fromthe sale of agency surplus

conput er and el ectroni c equi pnment to state enpl oyees, public
school s or by other sale shall be allocated as foll ows:

(1) If the sale of surplus conputer or electronic equipnment
is made within the agency:

(a) Sixty percent (60% of the proceeds shall be
returned to the owni ng agency;

(b) Fifteen percent (15% of the proceeds shall be
deposited with the O fice of Surplus Property of the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration; and

(c) Twenty-five percent (25% of the proceeds shall be
deposited in the Conputer and El ectronic Recycling Fund
established by this act.

(2) If the sale of surplus conputer or electronic equipnment
is outside the agency and conducted by the Ofice of Surplus
Property of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration

(a) Fifty percent (50% of the proceeds shall be
returned to the owni ng agency;

(b) Twenty-five percent (25% of the proceeds shall be
deposited with the O fice of Surplus Property of the Departnent of
Fi nance and Adm ni stration; and

(c) Twenty-five percent (25% of the proceeds shall be
deposited in the Conputer and El ectronic Recycling Fund
established by this act.

SECTION 8. (1) There is established a fund to be known as

the Computer and El ectronic Recycling Fund.
(2) The Conputer and El ectronic Recycling Fund shall be
adm ni stered by the M ssissippi Departnent of Environnental
Quality and may be used to:
(a) Pronote nmarket research and devel opnent grants to
determ ne the nost efficient means of collecting, transporting and

processi ng scrap el ectroni c equi pnent;
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158 (b) Wrk with the Departnent of Finance and

159 Admnistration to establish statewi de contracts for conputer and
160 electronics recycling and demanufacturi ng busi nesses;

161 (c) Support and fund other neasures necessary to

162 inplenent and pronote the recycling, donation, demanufacturing or
163 disposal options for conputers and el ectronic equi pnment.

164 SECTION 9. (1) Electronic equipnment recycling grants nust

165 be awarded on the basis of witten grant request proposals

166 submtted to and approved by the Departnment of Environnental

167 Quality.

168 (2) Gant requests shall be considered based upon the

169 following criteria:

170 (a) The devel opnent of sustained processes for

171 recovery, recycling and denmaufacturing of scrap conputers and

172 el ectronics;

173 (b) Mnimzation and elimnation of substantial vol unes

174 of this material as waste;

175 (c) GCreation of jobs;

176 (d) Return of investnent analysis; and

177 (e) Avail able funds.

178 SECTION 10. (1) The Departnent of Environnental Quality is

179 directed to study the current and future solutions for |long-term

180 disposal options for the entire state to include:

181 (a) Parts harvesting;

182 (b) Reuse;

183 (c) Donation;

184 (d) Demanufacturing; and

185 (e) New and energing technol ogy sol utions.

186 (2) This report is to be submtted to the Legislature for

187 review upon conpletion.

188 SECTION 11. (1) The Departnent of Environnmental Quality may

189 establish and inplenment rules and regul ati ons banni ng the di sposal

190 of all conputer and el ectronic equipnent in Mssissippi landfills.

S. B. No. 2374 *SS01/R451*
04/ SS01/ R451
PAGE 6



191 (2) The target date for the ban to becone effective is no
192 sooner than January 1, 2006.

193 SECTION 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from
194 and after July 1, 2004.
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