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Senat or (s) King To: Public UWilities

SENATE BI LL NO. 2355

AN ACT TO REENACT SECTI ON 19-5-353, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
VH CH PROHI BI TS PRI VATE "FOR PROFI T" AMBULANCE, SECURITY OR FI RE
SERVI CE COVPANI ES FROM PAYI NG A SALARY TO PUBLI C SAFETY AND 911
TELECOVMUNI CATORS VWHO HAVE NOT' MET M NI MUM TRAI NI NG STANDARDS; TO
REENACT SECTI ON 19-5-357, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWA CH
AUTHORI ZES SUCH COVPANI ES THAT ARE UNDER CONTRACT W TH A LOCAL
GOVERNMENT TO BE REI MBURSED M NI MUM STANDARDS TRAI NI NG FUNDS; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 3, CHAPTER 490, LAWS OF 2001, TO EXTEND THE
REPEALERS ON SECTI ONS 19-5-353 AND 19-5-357; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 19-5-353, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

19-5-353. (1) The initial mninmmstandard of training for
| ocal public safety and 911 tel ecommuni cators shall be determ ned
by the Board of Energency Tel ecomruni cations Standards and
Training. All courses approved for mnimum standards shall be
taught by instructors certified by the course originator as
instructors for such courses.

(2) The m nimum standards nay be changed at any tine by the
Board of Emergency Tel ecomuni cati ons Standards and Trai ni ng.

(3) Changes in the m nimum standards may be made upon
request from any bona fide public safety, enmergency nedical or
fire organi zati on operating within the State of M ssi ssippi.
Requests for change shall be in witing submtted to either the
State Law Enforcenent Training Acadeny; the State Fire Acadeny;
the M ssissippi Chapter of the Associated Public Safety
Communi cations Oficers, Incorporated; the M ssissippi Chapter of
t he National Emergency Number Association; the M ssissippi State
Board of Health, Energency Medical Services Division; the

M ssi ssi ppi Justice Information Center; the M ssissippi Sheriff's
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Associ ation; the Mssissippi Fire Chief's Association; the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ation of Chiefs of Police; or M ssissippians for
Enmer gency Medi cal Servi ce.

(4) The mnimum standards in no way are intended to restrict
or limt any additional training which any departnent or agency
may wi sh to enploy, or any state or federal required training, but
to serve as a basis or foundation for basic training.

(5) Persons in the enploynent of any public safety, fire,
911 PSAP or energency nedical agency as a tel ecomruni cator on July
1, 1993, shall have three (3) years to be certified in the m ninum
st andards courses provided they have been enpl oyed by such agency
for a period of nore than one (1) year prior to July 1, 1993.

(6) Persons having been enployed by any public safety, fire,
911 PSAP or energency nedi cal agency as a tel ecomruni cator for
| ess than one (1) year prior to July 1, 1993, shall be required to
have conpleted all the requirenents for m nimum training
standards, as set forth in Sections 19-5-351 through 19-5-361,
within one (1) year fromJuly 1, 1993. Persons certified on or
before July 1, 1993, in any course or courses chosen shall be
given credit for these courses, provided the courses are stil
current and such persons can provide a course conpletion
certificate.

(7) Any person hired to performthe duties of a
tel ecommuni cator in any public safety, fire, 911 PSAP or energency
nmedi cal agency after July 1, 1993, shall conplete the m ni num
training standards as set forth in Sections 19-5-351 through
19-5-361 within twelve (12) nonths of their enploynment or within
twelve (12) nonths fromthe date that the Board of Energency
Tel ecommuni cati ons Standards and Training shall becone
operational .

(8) Professional certificates remain the property of the

board, and the board reserves the right to either reprimand the
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hol der of a certificate, suspend a certificate upon conditions

i nposed by the board, or cancel and recall any certificate when:
(a) The certificate was issued by adm nistrative error;
(b) The certificate was obtai ned through

m srepresentation or fraud,
(c) The hol der has been convicted of any crine

i nvol vi ng noral turpitude;
(d) The hol der has been convicted of a felony; or
(e) Oher due cause as determ ned by the board.

When the board believes there is a reasonabl e basis for
either the reprimand, suspension, cancellation of, or recalling
the certification of a tel ecormunicator, notice and opportunity
for a hearing shall be provided. Any teleconmunicator aggrieved
by the findings and order of the board may file an appeal with the
chancery court of the county in which such person is enployed from
the final order of the board. Any tel econmunicator whose
certification has been cancell ed pursuant to Sections 19-5-351
t hrough 19-5-361 nay reapply for certification but not sooner than
two (2) years after the date on which the order of the board
cancel ing such certification becane final.

(9) Any state agency, political subdivision or "for-profit"
anbul ance, security or fire service conpany, that enploys a person
as a tel ecommuni cator who does not neet the requirenments of
Sections 19-5-351 through 19-5-361, or who enpl oys a person whose
certificate has been suspended or revoked under provisions of
Sections 19-5-351 through 19-5-361, is prohibited from paying the
sal ary of such person, and any person violating this subsection
shall be personally liable for making such paynent.

(10) These m ninmum standards and tinme limtations shall in
no way conflict with other state and federal training as nay be
required to conply with established | aws or regul ations.

SECTION 2. Section 19-5-357, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

reenacted as foll ows:

S. B. No. 2355 *SS01/R536*
04/ SS01/ R536
PAGE 3



97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129

19-5-357. (1) Fromand after July 1, 1993, a service charge
of Five Cents (5¢) shall be placed on each subscriber service line
within the State of Mssissippi. This service charge shall apply
equally to both private and business lines and shall apply to al
service suppliers operating within the State of Mssissippi. This
subscri ber service charge |level shall be reviewed periodically to
determine if the service charge |evel is adequate or excessive,
and adjustnents may be nade accordingly.

(2) Every billed service user shall be |liable for any
servi ce charge inposed under this section until it has been paid
to the service supplier. The duty of the service supplier to
col l ect any such service charge shall commence upon the date of
its inplenmentation. Any such m ni mum standards tel ephone service
charge shall be added to, and may be stated separately in, the
billing by the service supplier to the service user.

(3) The service supplier shall have no obligation to take
any legal action to enforce the collection of any enmergency
t el ephone service charge. However, the service supplier shal
annual |y provide the Board of Energency Tel econmuni cati ons
Standards and Training with a list of the anobunt uncoll ected,
together with the nanes and addresses of those service users who
carry a bal ance that can be determ ned by the service supplier to
be nonpaynent of such service charge. The service charge shall be
collected at the sane tinme as the tariff rate in accordance with
the regular billing practice of the service supplier. Good faith
conpliance by the service supplier with this provision shal
constitute a conplete defense to any |legal action which may result
fromthe service supplier's determ nation of nonpaynent and/or the
identification of service users in connection therewth.

(4) The anounts collected by the service supplier
attributable to the m ninum standards tel ephone service charge
shal |l be deposited nonthly into a special fund hereby created in

the State Treasury. The anount of service charge collected each
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nonth by the service supplier shall be remtted to the speci al
fund no later than sixty (60) days after the close of the nonth.
A return, in such formas prescribed by the State Tax Comm ssi on,
shall be filed with the Tax Comm ssion, together with a remttance
of the anobunt of service charge coll ected payable to the speci al
fund. The service supplier shall maintain records of the anount
of service charge collected for a period of at |east three (3)
years fromdate of collection. Fromthe gross receipts to be
remtted to the special fund, the service supplier shall be
entitled to retain as an adm nistrative fee, an anount equal to
one percent (1% thereof. This service charge is a state fee and
is not subject to any sales, use, franchise, incone, excise or any
other tax, fee or assessnent, and shall not be considered revenue
of the service supplier for any purpose. All admnistrative
provi sions of the M ssissippi Sales Tax Law, including those which
fix damages, penalties and interest for nonpaynent of taxes and
for nonconpliance with the provisions of such chapter, and al
ot her duties and requirenents inposed upon taxpayers, shall apply
to all persons liable for fees under the provisions of this
chapter, and the Tax Conm ssioner shall exercise all the power and
authority and performall the duties with respect to taxpayers
under this chapter as are provided in the M ssissippi Sales Tax
Law except where there is a conflict, then the provisions of this
chapter shall control

(5) The proceeds generated by the m ni num standards service
charge shall primarily be used by the board pursuant to
| egi sl ative appropriation to fund the m ni num standards training
program for public safety tel ecomrunicators within the State of
M ssi ssippi. These funds shall be applied on a first-cone
first-served basis, which shall be determ ned by the date of
application. Al city, county and state public safety
t el ecommuni cators, including those enployed by city and/or county

supported anbul ance services and districts, shall be eligible to
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receive these funds to neet m ni num standards training
requi renents. No "for-profit" anmbul ance, security or fire service
conpany operating in the private sector shall be qualified to
recei ve these m ni num standards training funds unl ess the conpany
is on contract with a | ocal governnent to provide primry
energency response. Law enforcenent officers, fire and energency
nmedi cal personnel who are used as part-time or "fill-in"
tel ecommuni cators shall also be eligible to receive funding for
this m ni mum standards training, provided they serve at | east
eight (8) hours per nonth as a tel ecomuni cator. However,
ener gency nedi cal personnel who are used as part-tinme or "fill-in"
t el ecommuni cators and are enpl oyed by any for-profit anbul ance
conpany operating in the private sector shall be eligible to
receive funding for the m nimum standards training, provided they
serve at least twenty (20) hours per week as a tel econmuni cator.
These funds may al so be expended by the Board of Energency
Tel ecommuni cati ons Standards and Training to adm nister the
m ni nrum st andards program for such things as personnel, office
equi pnent, conputer software, supplies and ot her necessary
expenses.

(6) The Board of Energency Tel econmuni cations Standards and
Trai ning shall be authorized to reinburse any public safety agency
or energency nedical service for neals, |odging, travel, course
fees and salary during the tine spent training, upon successful
conpl etion of such course. Funds nmay al so be expended to train
certain individuals to becone certified instructors of the various
courses included in these m ninum standards in order to conduct
training wwthin the State of M ssissippi.

(7) If the proceeds generated by the m ni nrum st andards
servi ce charge exceed the anount of nonies necessary to fund the
service, the Board of Energency Tel econmuni cations Standards and
Training may aut horize such excess funds to be avail able for

advanced training, upgraded training and recertification of
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instructors. Any funds remaining at the close of any fiscal year
shall not | apse into the State General Fund but shall be carried
over to the next fiscal year to be used as a begi nning bal ance for
the fiscal requirenments of such year.

SECTION 3. Section 3, Chapter 490, Laws of 2001, is anended
as foll ows:

Section 3. Sections 19-5-353 and 19-5-357, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, shall be repealed on July 1, 2006.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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