M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Horhn To: Econom c Devel opnent and
Tourism Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2344

AN ACT TO STUDY THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A REG ONAL CULTURAL
HERI TAGE TOURI SM PROGRAM VWHI CH SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPI
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY SHALL STUDY THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF A REGQ ONAL
CULTURAL HERI TAGE DI STRICT IN THE COUNTI ES OF ADAMS, CLAI BORNE,
H NDS, JEFFERSON, MADI SON, RANKI N, WARREN AND W LKI NSQN; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCH VES AND HI STORY SHALL SUBM T A
PLAN REGARDI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUCH DI STRI CT TO THE
LEG SLATURE WTHI N 12 MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ACT,;
10 TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSH P OF A TASK FORCE TO REVI EW THE
11 DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH PLAN, TO GRANT THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPNMENT
12 AUTHORI TY CERTAIN PONERS W TH REGARD TO I TS DUTI ES UNDER THI S ACT;
13 TO REQUIRE THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMVENT AUTHORI TY TO MAKE
14 RECOMMENDATI ONS W TH RESPECT TO OTHER AREAS I N THI S STATE WHERE
15 SUCH DI STRI CTS WOULD BE APPROPRI ATE AND VI ABLE; AND FOR RELATED
16 PURPOSES.

17 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

18 SECTION 1. (1) The purpose of this act is to enact a pil ot

19 programto develop a regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict
20 program which shall be adm nistered and staffed by the M ssi ssi ppi
21 Devel opnent Authority.

22 (2) The regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict pilot

23 program shall include Adans, C aiborne, Hinds, Jefferson, Madison,
24 Rankin, Warren and W/I ki nson Counti es.

25 SECTION 2. Wthin twelve (12) nonths after the effective

26 date of this act, the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shall
27 develop and submt to the Legislature a plan that:

28 (a) Determnes the need for a regional cultural

29 heritage tourismdistrict that includes the counties listed in
30 Section 1(2) of this act;

31 (b) Specifies the goals and objectives for such

32 regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict;
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(c) Provides an inventory of the significant cultural
and historic resources in such regional cultural heritage tourism
district;

(d) Ildentifies legal, regulatory and other constraints
whi ch nust be overcone before neaningful cultural and historic
devel opnent can occur;

(e) Describes current and potential educational,
interpretative and recreational progranms and projects concerning
such regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict;

(f) Provides market research to docunent the potenti al
regi onal tourismand econom c devel opment opportunities resulting
fromthe devel opnent of such regional cultural heritage tourism
district;

(g) Provides an econom c assessnment of the |ong- and
short-termcosts and benefits related to the inplenentation of the
pl an, including an identification of expected sources of funding;

(h) Describes the specific cost effective techniques or
net hods for the |long-term preservati on and docunentation of the
significant cultural and historic resources in such regional
cultural heritage tourismdistrict;

(i) Describes the public and private organi zati onal
structure to be utilized for planning, devel opnent and nmanagenent
of such regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict; and

(j) Provides strategies and a schedule for the
pl anni ng, devel opnent and managenent of such regional cultural
heritage tourismdistrict.

SECTI ON 3. For the purpose of review ng the devel opnent of

the plan for the regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict,
there shall be a task force that includes one (1) representative
appoi nted by each of the foll ow ng:

(a) The boards of supervisors of Adans, d aiborne,

H nds, Jefferson, Mdi son, Rankin, Warren and W/ ki nson Counti es;
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(b) The mayors of each municipality in the proposed
regional cultural heritage tourismdistrict;

(c) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Archives and History;

(d) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Aut hority;

(e) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Transportation;

(f) The Executive Director of the Departnent of
Wldlife, Fisheries and ParKks;

(g) The President of Alcorn State University;

(h) The President of Jackson State University;

(i) The Director of the M ssissippi Arts Comm ssion;

(j) The Chairman of the M ssissippi R ver Parkway
Comm ssi on;

(k) The Regional Superintendent of the U S. Departnent
of Interior, National Park Service;

(') Oher representatives as the M ssissipp
Devel opnent Authority deens appropriate.

SECTI ON 4. For purposes of this act, the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority shall be authorized:

(a) To advocate, coordinate, devel op, plan, pronote and
research cultural and historical attractions, events, properties
and services in the proposed regional cultural heritage tourism
district;

(b) To enter into such contracts and cooperative
agreenents wth the local, state and federal government wth
agenci es of such governnents, with private individuals, and with
corporations, associations and other organizations, as the
authority nmay deem necessary or conveni ent; and

(c) To provide grants to fund the cost of construction,
preservation, restoration, renovation, repair, investigation,

pronotion or interpretation of cultural and historic attractions,
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events, properties and services within the proposed regional
cultural heritage tourismdistrict.

SECTION 5. In addition to the duties and powers given to the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnent Authority in the foregoing provisions of
this act, the authority shall survey cultural and historical
attractions, events, properties and services wthin other
i dentifiable geographic regions throughout this state to determ ne
other areas in which it would be viable and appropriate to
establish regional cultural heritage tourismdistricts simlar to
the pilot district authorized in this act. The authority shal
submt a report of its findings to the Legislature on or before
Decenber 1, 2004, by filing a report thereon with the Secretary of
the M ssissippi Senate, the Cerk of the M ssissippi House of
Representatives, the Chairman of the Senate Econom c Devel opnent,
Tourism and Parks Conm ttee and the Chairman of the House
Appropriations Commttee.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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