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Senator(s) WIIlianson To: Agricul ture;
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2327

AN ACT TO CREATE A POULTRY GROWNERS GRI EVANCE BOARD; TO
PROVI DE FOR CGRI EVANCES TO BE HEARD, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

M ssi ssippi Poultry G owers Gievance Act.

SECTION 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Board" means the Poultry G owers Gievance Revi ew
Board created in this act.

(b) "Comm ssioner"” neans the Comm ssioner of the
Department of Agriculture and Commerce.

(c) "Departnent” neans the M ssissippi Departnent of
Agricul ture and Commerce.

(d) "Gower" neans a person who grows, raises or
produces poultry or poultry products and contracts with a
processor to provi de managenent, |abor, nmachinery, facilities or
any ot her production input for the production of poultry or
poul try products.

(e) "Person" neans any individual, partnership,
associ ation, corporation, limted liability conpany, or any other
| egal entity.

(f) "Processor"” nmeans a person who in the ordinary
course of business, buys poultry or poultry products grown, raised
or produced in this state or who contracts with a grower to grow,
rai se or produce poultry or poultry products in this state.

SECTION 3. There is hereby created the M ssissippi Poultry

G owers Gievance Review Board and its office shall be located in

Jackson, M ssissippi. The board shall be conposed of six (6)
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menbers: one (1) nenber shall be the Comm ssioner of Agriculture
and Commerce as ex officio nenber. One (1) nenber shall be

appoi nted from each congressional district and the remainder from
the state at large. The comm ssioner shall appoint the nenbers to
terms of one (1), two (2), three (3), four (4) and five (5) years,
respectively, so as to stagger the terns. After the expiration of
the initial ternms, the terns shall be for four (4) years. Each
menber shall serve, after the conpletion of his term until his
successor is appointed and duly qualified. Each vacancy shall be
filled by appointnent for the unexpired term

SECTION 4. (1) The powers and duties of the board shal

i nclude, but be not Iimted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) To hear grievances of growers and producers. The
grievance procedure shall be voluntary.

(b) To schedul e each session of the grievance process
inatinmly manner and to hold the session in a |location
convenient to the parties invol ved.

(2) Al material, data and information received by the
board, with respect to any grievance filed under this act, are
confidential and not subject to the Public Records Act. No
official or enployee of the board may know ngly discl ose any such
informati on wi thout the consent of the parties involved.

(3) The state shall bear the cost of the grievance process
i ncluding the cost of all neetings.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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