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Senat or (s) Chanberlin To: Public Health and
Wel fare; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2261

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-21-77, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVIDE A TIME LIMT WTH N VH CH A COURT- ORDERED MENTALLY | LL
PATI ENT MUST BE TRANSFERRED TO A FACI LI TY, AND TO PROVI DE THAT THE
FACI LI TY SHALL ASSUME FI NANCI AL RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR TREATMENT FROM
THE DATE OF THE ORDER; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-21-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-21-77. |If admi ssion is ordered at a treatnent facility,
the sheriff, his deputy or any other person appointed or
aut horized by the court shall imediately deliver the respondent
to the director of the appropriate facility. Neither the Board of
Mental Health or its nmenbers, nor the Departnent of Mental Health
or its related facilities, nor any enpl oyee of the Departnent of
Mental Health or its related facilities, shall be appointed,
aut hori zed or ordered to deliver the respondent for treatnent, and
no person shall be so delivered or admtted until the director of
the admtting institution determnes that facilities and services

are avail abl e; provided, however, that the transfer shall be nade

within forty-eight (48) hours of the order. Persons who have been

ordered conmtted and are awaiting adm ssion nay be given any such
treatment in the facility by a licensed physician as is indicated

by standard nedical practice. The director of the admtting

facility shall assune the financial responsibility for treatnent,

care and housing for nentally ill patients fromthe date of the

order. The clerk shall provide the director of the admtting
institution with a certified copy of the court order, a certified

copy of the physicians' and any psychologist's certificate, a
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certified copy of the affidavit, and any other information
avai |l abl e concerning the physical and nental condition of the
respondent; provided, upon notification fromthe United States
Vet erans Adm ni stration or other agency of the United States
governnment, that facilities are avail able and the respondent is
eligible for care and treatnment therein, the court nmay enter an
order for delivery of the respondent to or retention by the
Vet erans Adm ni stration or other agency of the United States
governnent, and, in such cases such chief officer to whomthe
respondent is so delivered or by whom he is retained shall, wth
respect to the respondent, be vested with the sanme powers as the
director of the Mssissippi State Hospital at Wiitfield, or the
East M ssissippi State Hospital at Meridian, wth respect to
retention and di scharge of the respondent.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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