M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Dearing, Burton, Walls To: Econom c Devel opment and
Tourism

SENATE BI LL NO. 2259

AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 17-3-33, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REQUI RE CERTAI N CONVENTI ON BUREAUS AND LOCAL TOURI SM
COMM SSI ONS TO CONTRACT FOR AN ANNUAL AUDI T WTH A CERTI FI ED
PUBLI C ACCOUNTI NG FIRM TO AMEND SECTI ON 57-1-59, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO
ENTER | NTO AGREEMENTS W TH LOCAL TOURI SM ENTI TI ES FOR THE PURPGOSE
OF DEVELOPI NG REG ONAL STRATEG ES FOR TOURI SM PROMOTI ON; TO
AUTHORI ZE THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY, | N CONJUNCTI ON
W TH THE FORMULATI ON OF REA ONAL STRATEGQ ES FOR TOURI SM PROMOTI ON,
10 TO REQUI RE THAT LOCAL TOURI SM ENTI TI ES ENTER | NTO AGREEMENTS W TH
11 THE AUTHORI TY AS A PRECONDI TI ON TO RECEI VI NG ANY STATE GRANTS TO
12 PROMOTE TOURI SM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

13 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

14 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

15 17-3-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

16 17-3-33. Any convention bureau or |ocal tourism comm ssion
17 established under this chapter or any other |law of the State of
18 M ssissippi, that receives funds fromany special |evy inposed for
19 the support of the convention bureau or tourism comr ssion, shall
20 annually hire a private certified public accounting firmto

21 conplete an audit of the expenditures of the comm ssion or bureau
22 and its conpliance with state law. A copy of the annual audit

23 shall be provided to the State Departnent of Audit.

24 SECTION 2. Section 57-1-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

25 anended as fol | ows:

26 57-1-59. The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shall have

27 the follow ng general powers and duties with respect to tourism
28 (a) To pronote and advertise the inmage of M ssi ssi ppi
29 both within and without the boundaries of this state;

30 (b) To pronote and advertise fairs and simlar

31 activities of interest to tourists and the traveling public;
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(c) To pronote and advertise the use of wildlife and
natural areas by tourists and the traveling public;

(d) To pronote and advertise the use of state
recreational and park facilities by tourists and the traveling
publi c;

(e) To pronote and advertise all resources of the State
of Mssissippi as attractions to tourists and the traveling
publi c;

(f) To develop for all agencies of state government the
necessary pronotional and advertising materials needed to pronote
all facilities and prograns which nmay be of interest to travelers
and tourists;

(g) To maintain an educational awareness program for
the citizens of the state to constantly encourage increased
devel opnent of activities of interest to tourists and the
travel ing public;

(h) To develop and maintain an information services
systemto adequately guide tourists and the traveling public
W thin the boundaries of the state; * * *

(i) To develop and maintain an extensive nedi a program
to adequately informthe national and international consunmer about
M ssi ssi ppi; and

(j) To enter into contracts with local tourismentities

for the purpose of devel oping regional strategies for tourism

pronotion. In conjunction with the formul ati on of regional

strategies for tourismpronotion, the authority may require that

local tourismentities enter into agreenents with the authority as

a precondition to receiving any state grants to pronote tourism

SECTION 3. Section 1 of this act shall take effect and be in
force fromand after Cctober 1, 2004. Section 2 of this act shal

take effect and be in force fromand after July 1, 2004.
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