M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Senator(s) Little To: Fees, Salaries and
Admi ni stration

SENATE BI LL NO. 2253

AN ACT TO | NCREASE THE SALARI ES OF CERTAI N COUNTY OFFI Cl ALS;
TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-3-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE
SALARY SCALE FOR TAX COLLECTORS AND TAX ASSESSORS; TO AMVEND
SECTI ON 25-3-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE
SALARI ES OF MEMBERS OF COUNTY BOARDS OF SUPERVI SOCRS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 25-3-25, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE
SALARI ES OF SHERI FFS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-3-36, M SS| SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO I NCREASE THE SALARI ES OF JUSTI CE COURT JUDGES; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-11, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE
SALARI ES OF CERTAI N COUNTY COURT JUDGES; TO AMEND SECTI ON
41-61-59, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO I NCREASE THE SALARY
ALLOMBLE TO CH EF COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NERS AND CHI EF COUNTY
MVEDI CAL EXAM NER | NVESTI GATORS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-13-19,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE SALARI ES OF COURT
REPORTERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-25-31, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE DAI LY COMPENSATI ON AUTHORI ZED FOR RI DI NG BAI LI FFS; TO
REPEAL SECTI ON 25-3-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH ESTABLI SHES
THE SALARI ES OF TAX ASSESSORS AND TAX COLLECTORS | N COUNTI ES WHERE
THE TWO OFFI CES HAVE BEEN SEPARATED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-3-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-3. (1) The term"total assessed valuation" as used in
this section only refers to the ad val orem assessnent for the
county and, in addition, in counties where oil or gas is produced,
the actual value of oil at the point of production, as certified
to the counties by the State Tax Comm ssion under the provisions
of Sections 27-25-501 through 27-25-525, and the actual val ue of
gas as certified by the State Tax Conm ssion under the provisions
of Sections 27-25-701 through 27-25-723.

(2) The salary of assessors and collectors of the various

counties is * * * fixed as full conpensation for their services as

county assessors or tax collectors, or both if the office of

assessor has been conbined with the office of tax collector. The

annual sal ary of each assessor or tax collector, or both if the
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of fi ces have been conbi ned, shall be based upon the total assessed

val uation of his respective county for the preceding taxable year
in the follow ng categories and for the follow ng anounts:
(a) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

One Billion Dollars ($1, 000,000, 000.00) or nore, a salary of

Si xty-five Thousand Dol | ars ($65, 000. 00);

(b) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

at least Five Hundred MIlion Dollars ($500, 000, 000.00) but |ess

than One Billion Dollars ($1, 000, 000,000.00), a salary of Sixty

Thousand Dol |l ars ($60, 000. 00) ;

(c) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

at | east Two Hundred MIlion Dollars ($200, 000, 000.00) but |ess

than Five Hundred MIlion Dollars ($500,000,000.00), a salary of

Fifty-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($55, 000. 00);

(d) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

at | east Seventy-five MIlion Dollars ($75, 000, 000.00) but |ess

than Two Hundred M I1lion Dollars ($200, 000, 000.00), a salary of

Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000. 00);

(e) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

at least Thirty-five MIlion Dollars ($35,000,000.00) but |ess

than Seventy-five MIlion Dollars ($75, 000,000.00), a salary of

Forty-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($45, 000. 00);

(f) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

| ess than Thirty-five MIlion Dollars ($35, 000, 000.00), a salary

of Forty Thousand Dol | ars ($40, 000. 00).

(3) In addition to all other conpensation paid pursuant to

this section, the board of supervisors shall pay to a person

serving as both the tax assessor and tax collector in their county

an additional Five Thousand Dol lars ($5,000.00) per year.

(4) The annual salary established for * * * assessors and

tax collectors shall not be reduced as a result of a reduction in
total assessed valuation. The salaries shall be increased as a
result of an increase in total assessed val uation.
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(5 In addition to all other conpensation paid to assessors

and tax collectors in counties having two (2) judicial districts,

the board of supervisors shall pay such assessors and tax

collectors * * * an additional Three Thousand Five Hundred Dol | ars
($3,500.00) per year. |In addition to all other conpensation paid
to assessors or tax collectors, in counties maintaining two (2)

full-time offices, the board of supervisors shall pay the assessor

or tax collector * * * an additional Three Thousand Five Hundred
Dol l ars ($3,500. 00) per year.

(6) In addition to all other conpensation paid to assessors
and tax collectors, the board of supervisors of a county shal
all ow for such assessor or tax collector, or both, to be paid
addi ti onal conpensation when there is a contract between the
county and one or nore nunicipalities providing that the assessor

or tax collector, or both, shall assess * * * or collect taxes, or

both, for the nunicipality or nmunicipalities; and such assessor or

tax collector, or both, shall be authorized to receive such

addi ti onal conpensation fromthe county and/or the nmunicipality or
muni ci palities in any anount allowed by the county and/or the
municipality or nmunicipalities for perform ng those services.

(7) \Wen any tax assessor holds a valid certificate of
educational recognition fromthe International Association of
Assessing Oficers or is a |licensed appraiser under Section
73-34-1 et seq., he shall receive an additional One Thousand Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($1, 500.00) annually begi nning the next fiscal
year after conpletion. Wen any tax assessor is a licensed state
certified Residential Appraiser (RA) or licensed state certified
Ti mber| and Apprai ser (TA) under Section 73-34-1 et seq., or when
any tax assessor holds a valid designation fromthe International
Associ ation of Assessing Oficers as a Cadastral Mpping
Speci alist (CV5) or Personal Property Specialist (PPS) or
Resi dential Eval uation Specialist (RES), he shall receive an

additional Six Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($6,500.00) annually
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begi nning the next fiscal year after conpletion. Wen any tax
assessor holds the valid designation of Certified Assessnent

Eval uator (CAE) fromthe International Association of Assessing
Oficers or is a state certified General Real Estate Appraiser
(GA) under Section 73-34-1 et seq., he shall receive an additiona
Ei ght Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($8,500.00) annually begi nni ng
the next fiscal year after conpletion.

(8) The salaries provided for in this section shall be the

total funds paid to the county assessors and tax collectors and
shall be full conpensation for their services, with any fees being
paid to the county general fund.

(9) The salaries * * * provided for in this section shall be

payabl e nonthly on the first day of each cal endar nonth by
chancery clerk's warrant drawn on the general fund of the county;
however, the board of supervisors, by resolution duly adopted and
entered on its mnutes, may provide that such salaries shall be
paid seminonthly on the first and fifteenth day of each nmonth. |If
a pay date falls on a weekend or |egal holiday, salary paynents
shall be made on the workday i mredi ately precedi ng the weekend or
| egal holi day.

SECTION 2. Section 25-3-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-13. The salaries of the nenbers of the boards of
supervi sors of the various counties are * * * fixed as ful
conpensation for their services.

The annual sal ary of each nenber of the board of supervisors
shal | be based upon the total assessed valuation of his respective
county for the preceding taxable year in the foll ow ng categories
and for the follow ng anounts:

(a) For counties having a total assessed val uation of

| ess than Twenty M Ilion Dollars ($20, 000, 000.00), a salary of
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Twenty-five Thousand Ei ght Hundred Ei ghty-two Dol | ars
($25, 882. 00) ;

(b) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
at least Twenty MIlion Dollars (%$20, 000, 000.00), but |ess than
Twenty-five MIlion Dollars (%$25,000,000.00), a salary of
Twent y-si x Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-one Dollars ($26,551.00);

(c) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
at |east Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($25,000,000.00), but Iess
than Thirty-five MIlion Dollars ($35,000,000.00), a salary of
Twent y- seven Thousand Two Hundred Nineteen Dollars ($27,219.00);

(d) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
at least Thirty-five MIlion Dollars ($35,000,000.00), but Iess
than Fifty MIlion Dollars ($50,000,000.00), a salary of
Twent y- ni ne Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-six Dollars ($29, 556.00);

(e) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
at least Fifty MIlion Dollars ($50,000,000.00), but |ess than
Seventy-five MIlion Dollars ($75,000,000.00), a salary of Thirty
Thousand Ei ght Hundred N nety-one Dollars ($30,891.00);

(f) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
at | east Seventy-five MIlion Dollars ($75, 000, 000.00), but |ess
t han One Hundred Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($125, 000, 000.00), a
salary of Thirty-one Thousand Ei ght Hundred N nety-three Doll ars
($31, 893. 00);

(g) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
One Hundred Twenty-five MIlion Dollars ($125, 000, 000.00), but
| ess than Three Hundred M I1lion Dollars ($300,000,000.00), a
salary of Thirty-six Thousand N ne Hundred Three Dol | ars

($36, 903. 00) ;

(h) For counties having a total assessed val uation of
Three Hundred M I1lion Dollars ($300, 000, 000.00) or nore, a salary
of Forty-one Thousand Seventy-seven Dol lars ($41,077.00).

The sal ary of the nenbers of the board of supervisors shal

not be increased under this section until the board of supervisors
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shal | have passed a resolution stating the anount of the increase
and spread it on its m nutes.

SECTI ON 3. Section 25-3-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

25-3-25. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsections
(2) through (9), the salaries of sheriffs of the various counties
are * * * fixed as full conpensation for their services.

From and after QOctober 1, 1998, the annual salary for each
sheriff shall be based upon the total population of his county
according to the |l atest federal decennial census in the follow ng
categories and for the follow ng anounts; however, no sheriff
shall be paid |less than the salary authorized under this section
to be paid the sheriff based upon the population of the county
according to the 1980 federal decennial census:

(a) For counties with a total population of nore than

two hundred thousand (200,000), a salary of Eighty-two Thousand

Fi ve Hundred Dol l ars ($82, 500. 00).

(b) For counties with a total population of nore than
one hundred thousand (100, 000) and not nore than two hundred
t housand (200, 000), a salary of Seventy-seven Thousand Dol |l ars

($77, 000. 00) .

(c) For counties with a total population of nore than
forty-five thousand (45,000) and not nore than one hundred

t housand (100, 000), a salary of Seventy-one Thousand Five Hundred

Dol | ars ($71, 500. 00).

(d) For counties with a total population of nore than
thirty-four thousand (34,000) and not nore than forty-five
t housand (45,000), a salary of Sixty-six Thousand Dol | ars
($66, 000. 00) .

(e) For counties with a total population of nore than
twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not nore than thirty-four

t housand (34,000), a salary of Fifty-seven Thousand Two Hundred

Dol  ars ($57, 200. 00) .
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(f) For counties with a total population of nore than
fifteen thousand (15,000) and not nore than twenty-five thousand

(25,000), a salary of Fifty-five Thousand Dol lars ($55, 000.00).

(g) For counties with a total population of nore than
ni ne thousand five hundred (9,500) and not nore than fifteen

t housand (15,000), a salary of Fifty-one Thousand Seven Hundred

Dol [ ars ($51, 700. 00).

(h) For counties with a total population of nore than
seven thousand five hundred (7,500) and not nore than nine

t housand five hundred (9,500), a salary of Forty-nine Thousand

Fi ve Hundred Dol |l ars ($49, 500. 00).

(1) For counties with a total population of not nore
t han seven thousand five hundred (7,500), a salary of Forty-six

Thousand Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($46, 200. 00).

(2) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Leflore County * * *,
inits discretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of
the county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl enent aut hori zed by this subsection is justified in such
county for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and nmaintains a restitution center within the county;

(b) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and maintains a community work center within the county;

(c) There is a resident circuit court judge in the
county whose office is located at the Leflore County Courthouse;

(d) There is a resident chancery court judge in the
county whose office is |located at the Leflore County Courthouse;

(e) The Magistrate for the Fourth Grcuit Court
District is located in the county and maintains his office at the

Lefl ore County Courthouse;
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(f) The Region VI Mental Health-Mental Retardation
Center, which serves a nmulticounty area, calls upon the sheriff to
provi de security for out-of-town nental patients, as well as
patients fromw thin the county;

(g) The increased activity of the Child Support
Di vision of the Departnent of Human Services in enforcing in the
courts parental obligations has inposed additional duties on the
sheriff; and

(h) The dispatchers of the enhanced E-911 systemin
pl ace in Leflore County has been placed under the direction and
control of the sheriff.

(3) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Rankin County * * *|
inits discretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of
the county in an anmount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl enent aut hori zed by this subsection is justified in such
county for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and maintains the Central M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
t he county;

(b) The State Hospital is operated and nai ntai ned
within the county at Wiitfield,

(c) Hudspeth Regional Center, a facility maintained for
the care and treatnment of the nentally retarded, is located within
t he county;

(d) The M ssissippi Law Enforcenment O ficers Training
Acadeny is operated and maintained within the county;

(e) The State Fire Acadeny is operated and mai nt ai ned
wi thin the county;

(f) The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District,
ordinarily known as the "Reservoir District,” is |located within

t he county;
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(g) The Jackson International Airport is |located within
t he county;

(h) The patrolling of the state properties |ocated
within the county has inposed additional duties on the sheriff;
and

(i) The sheriff, in addition to providing security to
the nearly one hundred thousand (100,000) residents of the county,
has the duty to investigate, solve and assist in the prosecution
of any m sdeneanor or felony commtted upon any state property
| ocated i n Rankin County.

(4) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Neshoba County shal
pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the county an anpunt
equal to Ten Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00).

(5 In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Tunica County * * *|
inits discretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of
the county an anount equal to Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00),
payabl e begi nning April 1, 1997.

(6) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of H nds County shal
pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the county in an anpunt
equal to Fifteen Thousand Dol lars ($15,000.00). The Legislature
finds and decl ares that the annual suppl enent authorized by this
subsection is justified in such county for the follow ng reasons:

(a) H nds County has the greatest population of any
county, two hundred fifty-four thousand four hundred forty-one
(254, 441) by the 1990 census, being al nost one hundred thousand
(100, 000) nore than the next nost popul ous county;

(b) H nds County is hone to the State Capitol and the

seat of all state governnent offices;
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(c) Hnds County is the third | argest county in
geogr aphi c area, containing eight hundred seventy-five (875)
square m | es;

(d) H nds County is conprised of two (2) judicial
districts, each having a courthouse and county office buil dings;

(e) There are four (4) resident circuit judges, four
(4) resident chancery judges, and three (3) resident county judges
in H nds County, the nost of any county, with the sheriff acting
as chief executive officer and provider of bailiff services for
all;

(f) The main offices for the clerk and nost of the
judges and magi strates for the United States District Court for
the Southern District of Mssissippi are located wthin the
county;

(g) The state's only urban university, Jackson State
University, is located within the county;

(h) The University of M ssissippi Medical Center,
conbi ning the nedi cal school, dental school, nursing school and
hospital, is located within the county;

(1) Mssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadium the state's
| argest sports arena, is located within the county;

(j) The M ssissippi State Fairgrounds, including the
Col i seum and Trade Mart, are |located within the county;

(k) Hinds County has the largest crimnal population in
the state, such that the H nds County Sheriff's Departnent
operates the largest county jail systemin the state, housing
al nost one thousand (1,000) inmates in three (3) separate
detention facilities;

(I') The H nds County Sheriff's Departnent handl es nore
mental and drug and al cohol comm tnents cases than any ot her
sheriff's departnent in the state;

(m The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections maintains

a restitution center within the county;
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(n) The M ssissippi Departnment of Corrections regularly
houses as many as one hundred (100) state convicts within the
H nds County jail system and

(o) The Hinds County Sheriff's Departnment is regularly
asked to provide security services not only at the Fairgrounds and
Menorial Stadium but also for events at the M ssissippi Miseum of
Art and Jackson City Auditorium

(7) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of WIkinson County, in
its discretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl enent aut hori zed by this subsection is justified in such
county because the M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections contracts
for the private incarceration of state inmates at a private
correctional facility within the county.

(8 In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Marshall County, in
its discretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl enent aut hori zed by this subsection is justified in such
county because the M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections contracts
for the private incarceration of state inmates at a private
correctional facility within the county.

(9 In addition to the salary provided in subsection (1) of
this section, the Board of Supervisors of G eene County, inits
di scretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10,000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl enent aut hori zed by this subsection is justified in such

county for the foll ow ng reasons:
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(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and mai ntains the South M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
t he county;

(b) In 1996, additional facilities to house anot her one
t housand four hundred sixteen (1,416) nale offenders were
constructed at the South M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
the county; and

(c) The patrolling of the state properties |ocated
within the county has inposed additional duties on the sheriff
justifying additional conpensation.

(10) The salaries * * * provided in this section shall be

payabl e nonthly on the first day of each cal endar nonth by
chancery clerk's warrant drawn on the general fund of the county;
however, the board of supervisors, by resolution duly adopted and
entered on its mnutes, may provide that such salaries shall be
paid seminonthly on the first and fifteenth day of each nmonth. |If
a pay date falls on a weekend or |egal holiday, salary paynents
shall be made on the workday i mredi ately precedi ng the weekend or
| egal holi day.

SECTI ON 4. Section 25-3-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-36. (1) Fromand after Cctober 1, 1998, every justice
court judge shall receive as full conpensation for his or her
services and in lieu of any and all other fees, costs or
conpensati on heretofore authorized for such justice court judge,
an annual sal ary based upon the popul ation of his or her county
according to the 1990 federal decennial census; however, no
justice court judge shall be paid |less than the salary authorized
under this section to be paid the justice court judge based upon
t he popul ation of the county according to the 1980 federal
decenni al census. The anount of which salary shall be determ ned

as foll ows:
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(a) In counties with a popul ation of nore than two

hundred t housand (200, 000), a salary of Fifty Thousand N ne

Hundred Twenty-nine Dollars ($50, 929. 00).

(b) In counties wth a population of nore than one
hundred fifty thousand (150,000) but not nore than two hundred

t housand (200, 000), a salary of Forty-six Thousand Seven Hundred

Fifty-five Dollars ($46,755.00).

(c) In counties wth a population of nore than
seventy-five thousand (75,000) but not nore than one hundred fifty

t housand (150, 000), a salary of Forty-two Thousand Five Hundred

Ei ghty Dollars ($42,580.00).

(d) In counties wth a population of nore than
forty-nine thousand (49, 000) but not nore than seventy-five

t housand (75,000), a salary of Thirty-six Thousand Seven Hundred

Thirty-six Dollars ($36, 736.00).

(e) In counties wth a population of nore than
thirty-four thousand (34,000) but not nore than forty-nine

t housand (49, 000), a salary of Thirty-one Thousand Seven Hundred

Twenty-six Dol lars ($31, 726.00).

(f) In counties wth a population of nore than
twenty-four thousand five hundred (24,500) but not nore than

thirty-four thousand (34,000), a salary of Thirty Thousand

Fifty-six Dollars ($30,056.00).

(g) In counties wth a population of nore than
twenty-one thousand (21, 000) but not nore than twenty-four

t housand five hundred (24,500), a salary of Twenty-six Thousand

Seven Hundred Seventeen Dollars ($26,717.00).

(h) In counties wth a popul ation of nore than sixteen
t housand five hundred (16,500) but not nore than twenty-one

t housand (21,000), a salary of Twenty-three Thousand Three Hundred

Seventy-seven Dol lars ($23, 377.00).

(1) In counties wth a population of nore than twelve

t housand (12,000) but not nore than sixteen thousand five hundred
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(16,500), a salary of Twenty Thousand Thirty-eight Dollars
($20, 038. 00) .

(j) In counties with a population of nore than eight
t housand (8, 000) but not nore than twelve thousand (12,000), a

sal ary of Sixteen Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($16, 500. 00).

(k) In counties wth a popul ation of eight thousand
(8,000) or less, a salary of Thirteen Thousand Two Hundred Dol | ars

($13, 200. 00) .

The board of supervisors of any county having two (2)
judicial districts and two (2) justice court judges for the county
shal |l pay each justice court judge an anount equal to that * * *

provided in this subsection for judges in the next higher

popul ation category per year, if the justice court judge maintains
regul ar office hours and is personally present in the office they
maintain for at least thirty (30) hours per week.

In any county having a popul ation greater than eight thousand
(8,000) but lIess than eight thousand five hundred (8, 500)
according to the 1990 federal decennial census and in which U S
H ghway 61 and M ssissippi H ghway 4 intersect, the board of
supervisors * * * in its discretion, may pay such justice court
judges an additional anpbunt not to exceed the sum of El even
Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dol lars ($11,550.00) per year, payable
begi nning April 1, 1997.

In any county having a popul ation greater than ten thousand
(10, 000) but less than ten thousand five hundred (10, 500)
according to the 1990 federal decennial census and in which
M ssi ssi ppi Hi ghway 3 and M ssissippi Hi ghway 6 intersect, the
board of supervisors * * * in its discretion, nmay pay such
justice court judges an additional anbunt not to exceed One
Thousand Four Hundred Fifty Dol lars ($1,450.00) per year, payable
begi nning April 1, 1997.

In any county having a popul ation greater than twenty-four

t housand seven hundred (24, 700) and | ess than twenty-four thousand
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ni ne hundred (24, 900), according to the 1990 federal census,
wherein M ssissi ppi H ghways 15 and 16 intersect, the board of
supervi sors shall pay such justice court judge an additional
anount equal to Two Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($2,500.00) per
year .

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, in the event that the nunber of justice court judges
aut hori zed pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1) is exceeded pursuant to
the provisions of Section 9-11-2(4), the aggregate of the salaries
paid to the justice court judges of such a county shall not exceed
the anobunt sufficient to pay the nunber of justice court judges
aut hori zed pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1), and such anount shall be
equal |y divided anong those justice court judges continuing to
hol d of fi ce under the provisions of Section 9-11-2(4).

(3) Fromand after January 1, 1984, all fees, costs, fines
and penalties charged and collected in the justice court shall be
paid to the clerk of the justice court for deposit, along with
nmoni es from cash bonds and ot her noni es which have been forfeited
in crimnal cases, into the general fund of the county as provided
in Section 9-11-19; and the clerk of the board of supervisors
shal | be authorized and enpowered, upon approval by the board of
supervi sors, to nake di sbursenents and wthdrawals fromthe
general fund of the county in order to pay any reasonabl e and
necessary expenses incurred in conplying with this section,

i ncl udi ng paynment of the salaries of justice court judges as
provi ded by subsection (1) of this section. The provisions of
this subsection shall not, except as to cash bonds and ot her
noni es whi ch have been forfeited in crimnal cases, apply to
noni es required to be deposited in the justice court clerk
cl earing account as provided in Section 9-11-18, M ssissippi Code
of 1972.
(4) The salaries provided for in * * * this section shall be

payabl e nonthly by warrant drawn by the clerk of the board of
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supervi sors on the general fund of the county; however, the board
of supervisors, by resolution duly adopted and entered on its

m nutes, may provide that such salaries shall be paid sem nonthly
on the first and fifteenth day of each nonth. |[|f a pay date falls
on a weekend or |egal holiday, salary paynents shall be nade on
the workday i medi ately preceding the weekend or | egal holiday.

(5) * * * The salary of a justice court judge shall not be
reduced during his termof office as a result of a popul ation
change follow ng a federal decennial census.

(6) Any justice court judge who is unable to attend and hold
court by reason of being under suspension by the Comm ssion on
Judi ci al Performance or the M ssissippi Suprenme Court shall not
receive a salary while under such suspension.

SECTION 5. Section 9-9-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-11. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsections (2)
and (3), the county court judge shall receive an annual salary
payabl e nmonthly out of the county treasury in an anmpbunt not to
exceed One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) | ess than the salary which
is now or shall hereafter be provided for circuit and chancery
judges of this state, in the discretion of the board of
supervi sors of that county; * * * however, * * * the salary of
such judge shall not be reduced during his termof office. * * *
Further, * * * the office of county court judge in any county
recei ving an annual salary of Thirty-six Thousand Dol | ars
($36, 000.00) or nore shall be a full-tinme position, and the hol der
t hereof shall not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw

(2) In the event of the establishnent of a county court by
agreenent between two (2) or nore counties as provided in Section
9-9-3, the county judge of the court so established shall be paid
a salary equal to one and one-half (1-1/2) tinmes that salary that
he woul d be paid if he were the judge of the smallest of such two

(2) or nore counties, such salary to be paid in nonthly
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install nents as provided by | aw, provided that such salary shal
not exceed One Thousand Dol l ars ($1, 000.00) |ess than the salary
of the circuit and chancery judges of this state.
(3) The county court judge shall receive an annual sal ary

payabl e nonthly out of the county treasury as foll ows:

(a) In any county having a popul ation of seventy
t housand (70,000) or nore according to the 1980 federal census,
the county judge shall receive an annual salary of One Thousand
Dol lars ($1,000.00) less than that paid to a circuit court judge.
The office of county judge shall be a full-tinme position, and the
hol der thereof shall not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw.

(b) In any county having a popul ation of sixty thousand
(60, 000) or nmore but less than seventy thousand (70,000) according
to the 1980 federal census, the county judge shall receive an

annual salary of Forty-four Thousand Dol l ars (%$44,000.00). The

office of county judge shall be a full-tinme position, and the
hol der thereof shall not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw.
The county judge shall not be eligible for any additional salary
except as may be authorized in subsection (4).

(c) In any county having a popul ation of twenty-seven
t housand (27,000) or nore but |ess than sixty thousand (60, 000)
according to the 1980 federal census, the county judge shal

recei ve an annual salary of not |ess than Thirteen Thousand Two

Hundred Dol | ars ($13, 200. 00) but not nore than Forty-four Thousand

Dol I ars ($44,000.00), in the discretion of the board of

supervi sors of that county. The county judge shall not be
eligible for any additional salary except as may be authorized in
subsection (4). In the event that the board of supervisors of said
county elects to pay such county judge an annual salary of Thirty
Thousand Dol | ars ($30, 000.00) or nore, the office of county judge
shall be a full-tinme position, and the hol der thereof shall not

ot herwi se engage in the practice of |aw
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(d) In any county having a popul ation of |ess than
twenty-seven thousand (27,000) according to the 1980 federal
census, the county judge shall receive an annual salary of not

| ess than Four Thousand Six Hundred Twenty Dol |l ars ($4, 620. 00) and

not nore than N ne Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dol l ars

($9, 350.00), in the discretion of the board of supervisors of said

county. The county judge shall not be eligible for any additional
sal ary except as nmay be authorized in subsection (4).

(4) The county judge of any county described in this
subsection shall be paid the conpensation, and he shall be subject
to any restrictions, set forth in the foll ow ng paragraphs:

(a) The county judge of any such Class 1 county with
popul ati on according to the | atest federal decennial census of
forty-five thousand (45,000) or nore and lying wholly within a
| evee district and having two (2) judicial districts shall, in the
di scretion of the board of supervisors of such county, shall
recei ve an annual salary not exceeding Forty Thousand Dol l ars
(%40, 000.00), or a sumwhich is One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00)
| ess than the salary which is now or shall hereafter be provided
for circuit and chancery judges of the state, whichever is
greater.

(b) The county judge of any Cass 1 county having an
area in excess of nine hundred twenty-five (925) square mles
shall receive an annual salary of not less than Thirty Thousand
Dol lars ($30,000.00) but, in the discretion of the board of
supervi sors of such county, such salary nay be not nore than Five
Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00) | ess than the annual salary of a circuit
j udge, payable nonthly out of the county treasury, and the county
judge shall not practice | aw.

(c) The office of county judge in any such Cass 1
county with a popul ation according to the 1970 federal decenni al
census of greater than thirty-nine thousand (39,000), and where

U S. H ghway 61 and M ssissippi H ghway 6 intersect, shall receive
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an annual salary to be paid in nonthly installnments of not |ess
than an anmobunt equal to ninety percent (90% of the annual salary
which is now or shall hereafter be provided for circuit and
chancery judges of the state, as follows: The salary of the
county judge shall be increased by ten percent (10% annually
above the base salary of the preceding year until such tinme as the
judge's salary is equal to the anount that is provided by this
subsection. The office of county judge shall be a full-tine
position and the hol der thereof shall not otherw se engage in the
practice of |aw.

(d) In any Cass 1 county bordering on the M ssissipp
Ri ver and which has situated therein a national mlitary park and
national mlitary cenetery, the office of county judge shall be a
full-time position and the hol der thereof shall not otherw se
engage in the practice of law. The salary for the county judge in
said county shall be fixed at a sumwhich is One Thousand Dol | ars
(%1, 000.00) less than the salary which is now or shall hereafter
be provided for circuit and chancery judges of this state.

(e) The county judge in any county having a popul ation
of at least forty-two thousand one hundred el even (42,111),
according to the 1970 census, and where U. S. H ghway 49E and U. S.
H ghway 82 intersect, shall receive an annual salary to be paid in
nonthly installments of not | ess than Thirty Thousand Dol | ars
($30, 000.00) but not nore than Two Thousand Five Hundred Dol l ars
(%$2,500.00) less than the annual salary of the circuit judge, in
the discretion of the board of supervisors of that county.

(f) The county judge in any Cass 1 county bordering on
the M ssissippi R ver and having an area of |ess than four hundred
fifty (450) square mles wherein U S. H ghways 84 and 61 intersect
shall receive an annual salary of Four Thousand Dol l ars
(%4, 000.00) less than the annual salary of a circuit judge, and
such county judge shall not practice |law in any manner. The

county judge in such county shall not be eligible to receive any
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additional salary authorized by this section or from any ot her
source other than that set out and authorized by this paragraph.
(g) The county judge of any Cass 1 county bordering on
the M ssissippi River on the west and the State of Tennessee on
the north, and traversed north to south by Interstate H ghway 55,

shal |l receive an annual salary of One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000. 00)

| ess than that paid to a circuit court judge * * *. The office of

county judge shall be a full-tine position, and the hol der thereof

shall not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw

(h) The county judge of any Cass 1 county with a
popul ati on of greater than sixty-nine thousand (69, 000) according
to the 1980 federal decennial census, and wherein U S. H ghway 80
and M ssissippi H ghway 43 intersect, shall receive an annual
salary in an anount not greater than the sum of Five Hundred
Dol l ars ($500.00) less than the salary which is now or shal
hereafter be provided for circuit and chancery judges of this
state, in the discretion of the board of supervisors of said
county.

(i) The county judge of any county having a popul ation
in excess of sixty-six thousand (66,000) according to the 1980
federal decennial census, wherein is | ocated a state-supported
university and in which U S. H ghways 49 and 11 intersect, shal
recei ve an annual salary of One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000.00) |ess
than that paid to a circuit court judge. The office of such
county judge shall be a full-tinme position, and the hol der thereof
shal |l not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw

(j) The county judge of any county having tw (2)
judicial districts, having a population in excess of sixty-one
t housand ni ne hundred (61,900) according to the 1980 federal
decenni al census, in which U S Interstate H ghway 59 intersects
with US. H ghway 84, shall receive an annual salary of One
Thousand Dol l ars ($1, 000.00) less than the salary which is now or

hereafter authorized to be paid circuit and chancery court judges
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of this state. The office of such county judge shall be a
full-time position, and the hol der thereof shall not otherw se
engage in the practice of |aw.

(k) The office of county judge of any Class | county
wherein U S. H ghway 51 and U. S. Hi ghway 98 intersect shall be a
full-time position and the hol der thereof shall not otherw se
engage in the practice of law. The annual salary for the office
of county judge in that county may be fixed, in the discretion of
the board of supervisors of the county, at a sumnot to exceed Two
Thousand Dol l ars ($2,000.00) less than the salary which is now or
shal |l hereafter be provided for circuit and chancery judges of
this state.

(1) The county judge of any county having a popul ati on
of nore than forty-one thousand six hundred (41, 600) but |ess than
forty-one thousand six hundred fifty (41,650) according to the
1980 federal census, and wherein U S. H ghway 49 intersects with
M ssi ssi ppi H ghway 22, shall receive an annual salary in an
anount established by the board of supervisors, but in no event to
exceed the salary provided now or hereafter for circuit and
chancery judges of this state.

(m The county judge of any county having a popul ati on
of nore than fifty-seven thousand (57,000) but |ess than
fifty-seven thousand one hundred (57,100) according to the 1980
federal census, wherein U S. H ghway 45 intersects with
M ssi ssippi H ghway 6, shall receive an annual salary in an anount
established by the board of supervisors, but in no event to exceed
the sal ary provided now or hereafter for circuit and chancery
judges of this state.

(n) The county judge of any county having a popul ati on
of nore than fifty-seven thousand three hundred (57, 300) according
to the 1980 federal decennial census, wherein is |ocated a
state-supported university and wherein United States Hi ghways 82

and 45 intersect, shall receive an annual salary in an anount
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established by the board of supervisors, but in no event to exceed
the salary provided now or hereafter for circuit and chancery
judges of this state.

(5) The salary of a county court judge or justice court
judge shall not be reduced during his termof office as a result
of a popul ati on decrease based upon the 1990 federal decenni al
census.

* * %

(6) Fromand after Cctober 1, 1993, * * * in addition to the
salaries set forth in this section, the board of supervisors of
any county, in its discretion, nay pay any county court judge
whose salary is not established herein in relation to the salary
paid to chancery and circuit court judges, an additional anpunt
not to exceed ten percent (10% of the maxi mum all owabl e sal ary
for that judge.

SECTION 6. Section 41-61-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-61-59. (1) A person's death which affects the public
interest as specified in subsection (2) of this section shall be
pronmptly reported to the nedi cal exam ner by the physician in
att endance, any hospital enployee, any |aw enforcenent officer
havi ng know edge of the death, the enbal ner or other funeral hone
enpl oyee, any energency nedi cal technician, any relative or any
ot her person present. The appropriate nedi cal exam ner shal
notify the nunicipal or state | aw enforcenment agency or sheriff
and take charge of the body. The appropriate nedi cal exam ner
shall notify the M ssissippi Bureau of Narcotics within
twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the body in cases of death as
described in subsection (2)(m or (n) of this section.

(2) A death affecting the public interest includes, but is
not limted to, any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Violent death, including hom cidal, suicidal or

acci dental death.
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(b) Death caused by thermal, chem cal, electrical or
radi ation injury.

(c) Death caused by crimnal abortion, including
sel f-induced abortion, or abortion related to or by sexual abuse.

(d) Death related to disease thought to be virulent or
cont agi ous which may constitute a public hazard.

(e) Death that has occurred unexpectedly or from an
unexpl ai ned cause.

(f) Death of a person confined in a prison, jail or
correctional institution.

(g) Death of a person where a physician was not in
attendance within thirty-six (36) hours preceding death, or in
predi agnosed term nal or bedfast cases, within thirty (30) days
pr ecedi ng deat h.

(h) Death of a person where the body is not clained by
arelative or a friend.

(i) Death of a person where the identity of the
deceased i s unknown.

(j) Death of a child under the age of two (2) years
where death results from an unknown cause or where the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng the death indicate that sudden infant
death syndrone may be the cause of death.

(k) \Where a body is brought into this state for
di sposal and there is reason to believe either that the death was
not investigated properly or that there is not an adequate
certificate of death.

(I') Where a person is presented to a hospital energency
room unconsci ous and/ or unresponsive, wth cardi opul nonary
resuscitative nmeasures being perfornmed, and dies within
twenty-four (24) hours of adm ssion w thout regaining
consci ousness or responsiveness, unless a physician was in
attendance wthin thirty-six (36) hours preceding presentation to

the hospital, or in cases in which the decedent had a predi agnosed
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term nal or bedfast condition, unless a physician was in
attendance wthin thirty (30) days preceding presentation to the
hospi t al

(m Death which is caused by drug overdose or which is
believed to be caused by drug overdose.

(n) Wen a stillborn fetus is delivered and the cause
of the demse is nedically believed to be fromthe use by the
not her of any controll ed substance as defined in Section
41-29-105.

(3) The State Medical Examner is enpowered to investigate
deat hs, under the authority hereinafter conferred, in any and al
political subdivisions of the state. The county nedical exam ners
and county nedi cal exam ner investigators, while appointed for a
specific county, nmay serve other counties on a regular basis with
witten authorization by the State Medical Exam ner, or may serve
ot her counties on an as-needed basis upon the request of the
ranki ng officer of the investigating | aw enforcenent agency. The
county nedi cal exam ner or county nedi cal exam ner investigator of
any county which has established a regional nedical exam ner
di strict under subsection (4) of Section 41-61-77 may serve ot her
counties which are parties to the agreenent establishing the
district, in accordance with the terns of the agreenent, and may
contract with counties which are not part of the district to
provi de nmedi cal exam ner services for such counties. |If a death
affecting the public interest takes place in a county other than
the one where injuries or other substantial causal factors |eading
to the death have occurred, jurisdiction for investigation of the
death may be transferred, by nutual agreenent of the respective
medi cal exam ners of the counties involved, to the county where
such injuries or other substantial causal factors occurred, and
the costs of autopsy or other studies necessary to the further
i nvestigation of the death shall be borne by the county assum ng
jurisdiction.
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(4) The chief county nedi cal exam ner or chief county
medi cal exam ner investigator may receive fromthe county in which

he serves a salary of Eight Hundred Twenty-five Dollars ($825.00)

per nonth, in addition to the fees specified in Sections 41-61-69
and 41-61-75, provided that no county shall pay the chief county
medi cal exam ner or chief county nedical exam ner investigator

| ess than One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) per nonth as a salary, in
addition to other conpensation provided by law. In any county
havi ng one or nore deputy nedi cal exam ners or deputy nedica

exam ner investigators, each deputy may receive fromthe county in
whi ch he serves, in the discretion of the board of supervisors, a

salary of not nore than Ei ght Hundred Twenty-five Dol l ars

($825.00) per nonth, in addition to the fees specified in Sections
41-61-69 and 41-61-75. For this salary the chief shall assure
twenty-four-hour daily and readily avail able death investigators
for the county, and shall maintain copies of all nedical exam ner
death investigations for the county for at |east the previous five
(5) years. He shall coordinate his office and duties and
cooperate with the State Medical Exam ner, and the State Medica
Exam ner shall cooperate with him

(5) A body conposed of the State Medi cal Exam ner, whet her
appoi nted on a pernmanent or interimbasis, the Director of the
State Board of Health, or his designee, the Attorney General, or
hi s desi gnee, the President of the M ssissippi Coroners
Associ ation (or successor organization), or his designee, and a
certified pathol ogi st appointed by the M ssissippi State Medical
Associ ation shall adopt, promul gate, anmend and repeal rules and
regul ati ons as nmay be deened necessary by themfromtine to tinme
for the proper enforcenent, interpretation and adm nistration of
Sections 41-61-51 through 41-61-79, in accordance with the
provi sions of the M ssissippi Adm nistrative Procedures Law, being

Section 25-43-1 et seq.
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SECTION 7. Section 9-13-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
9-13-19. (1) Court reporters for circuit and chancery

courts shall be paid an annual salary of Forty-one Thousand Ei ght

Hundred Dol | ars ($41, 800. 00) payable by the Adnm nistrative Ofice

of Courts. In addition, any court reporter performng the duties
of a court admnistrator in the sane judicial district in which
the person is enployed as a court reporter nmay be paid additional
conpensation for performng the court adm nistrator duties. The
annual anount of the additional conpensation shall be set by vote
of the judges and chancellors for whomthe court adm nistrator
duties are perfornmed, wth consideration given to the nunber of
hours per nonth devoted by the court reporter to performng the
duties of a court admnistrator. The additional conpensation
shall be submtted to the Adm nistrative O fice of Courts for
approval .

(2) The several counties in each respective court district
shall transfer fromthe general funds of those county treasuries
to the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts a proportionate anpunt to
be paid toward the annual conpensation of the court reporter,

i ncl udi ng any additional conpensation paid for the performance of
court adm nistrator duties. The anount to be paid by each county
shal |l be determ ned by the nunber of weeks in which court is held
in each county in proportion to the total nunmber of weeks court is
held in the district. For purposes of this section, the term
"conpensation"” neans the gross salary plus all anmounts paid for
benefits, or otherwise, as a result of enploynent or as required
by enpl oynent, but does not include transcript fees otherw se

aut hori zed to be paid by or through the counties. However, only
salary earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited
for retirenent purposes. Anmounts paid for transcript fees,

benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
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expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

For exanple, if there are thirty-eight (38) schedul ed court
weeks in a particular district, a county in which court is
schedul ed five (5) weeks out of the year would have to pay
five-thirty-eighths (5/38) of the total annual conpensati on.

(3) The salary and any additional conpensation for the
performance of court adm nistrator duties shall be paid in twelve
(12) installnments on the | ast working day of each nonth after it
has been duly authorized by the appointing judge or chancellor and
an order duly placed on the mnutes of the court. Each county
shall transfer to the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts one-twelfth
(1/12) of the anmount required to be paid pursuant to subsection
(2) of this section by the twentieth day of each nonth for the
salary that is to be paid on the | ast working day of the nonth.
The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall pay to the court
reporter the total amount of salary due for that nonth. Any
county may pay, in the discretion of the board of supervisors, by
the twentieth day of January of any year, the anount due for a
full twelve (12) nonths.

(4) Fromand after October 1, 1996, all circuit and chancery
court reporters wll be enployees of the Admnistrative Ofice of
Courts.

(5 No circuit or chancery court reporter shall be entitled
to any conpensation for any special or extended term of court
after passage of this section.

(6) No chancery or circuit court reporter shall practice |aw
in the court within which he or she is the court reporter.

(7) For all travel required in the performance of official
duties, the circuit or chancery court reporter shall be paid
m | eage by the county in which the duties were perforned at the
sane rate as provided for state enployees in Section 25-3-41. The

court reporter shall file in the office of the clerk of the court
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whi ch he serves a certificate of m | eage expense incurred during
that term and paynent of such expense to the court reporter shal
be paid on all owance by the judge of such court.

SECTI ON 8. Section 19-25-31, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

19-25-31. Each judge of a circuit, chancery or county court,
or a court of em nent domain may, in the judge's discretion, by
order entered on the mnutes of the court, allow the sheriff
riding bailiffs to serve in the respective court of such judge,
not to exceed four (4) bailiffs. Any such person so enpl oyed
shall be paid by the county on all owances of the court on issuance

of a warrant therefor in an amount of Sixty Dollars ($60.00) for

each day, or part thereof, for which he serves as bailiff when the
court is in session. No full-tine deputy sheriff shall be paid as
ariding bailiff of any court. County court judges shall be
limted to one (1) bailiff per each court day.

SECTION 9. Section 25-3-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
establishes the salaries of tax assessors and tax collectors in
counties where the two offices have been separated, is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 10. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 11. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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