M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Flowers, Chanberlin, To: Judiciary, Division B
Pi ckering, Lee (35th), Carm chael

SENATE BI LL NO. 2166

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE CRI ME OF FLEEI NG OR ELUDI NG A LAW

2 ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER IN A MOTOR VEHI CLE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
3 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
4 SECTION 1. (1) The driver of a notor vehicle who is given a
5 visible or audible signal by a | aw enforcenment officer by hand,

6 voice, energency light or siren directing the driver to bring his
7 notor vehicle to a stop when such signal is given by a | aw

8 enforcenent officer acting in the | awful perfornmance of duty who
9 has a reasonable suspicion to believe that the driver in question
10 has commtted a crine, and who willfully fails to obey such

11 direction shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and upon conviction
12 shall be punished by a fine not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars

13 (%$1,000.00) or inmprisoned in the county jail for a termnot to

14 exceed six (6) nonths, or both.

15 (2) Any person who is guilty of violating subsection (1) of
16 this section by operating a notor vehicle in such a manner as to
17 indicate a reckless or willful disregard for the safety of persons
18 or property, or who so operates a notor vehicle in a manner

19 manifesting extrene indifference to the value of human life, shall
20 be guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof, shall be

21 punished by a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dol |l ars

22 ($5,000.00), or by commitnment to the custody of the M ssissipp

23 Departnent of Corrections for not nore than five (5) years, or

24  bot h.

25 (3) Any person who is guilty of violating subsection (1) of
26 this section, which violation results in serious bodily injury of
27 anot her, upon conviction shall be commtted to the custody of the
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Departnent of Corrections for not |less than three (3) nor nore
than twenty (20) years of inprisonnent.

(4) Any person who is guilty of violating subsection (1) of
this section, which violation results in the death of another,
upon conviction shall be conmtted to the custody of the
Department of Corrections for not less than five (5) nor nore than
forty (40) years.

(5 It is a defense to prosecution under this section:

(a) That the law enforcenent officer was not in uniform
or that no | aw enforcenent vehicle used in the attenpted stop was
clearly marked as a | aw enforcenent vehicle; or

(b) That the driver proceeded in a safe manner to a
reasonably near well-lit public place before stopping.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.

S. B. No. 2166 *SS02/R318*
04/ SS02/ R318 ST: Law enforcement officers; create offense of
PAGE 2 fl eeing or eluding.



