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Senat or (s) Ross To: Public Health and
Vel fare

SENATE BI LL NO. 2086

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-53-5, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ALLOW THE OMNER OF EACH DOG OR CAT TO PURCHASE THE RABI ES VACCI NE
FROM A LI CENSED VETERI NARI AN AND TO VACCI NATE THE DOG OR CAT
UNLESS THE VETERI NARI AN FI NDS THE OMNER | S NOT' COVPETENT; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 41-53-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, |N CONFORM TY THERETQO
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-53-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-53-5. Al inocul ations (vaccinations) done in accordance
with this chapter nmust be done by either a licensed veterinarian
or other conpetent person granted a permt to adm nister virus

(vaccine) by the State Board of Health. However, the owner of

each dog or cat nmy purchase the rabies virus (vaccine) froma

| i censed veterinarian and nmay i nocul ate (vaccinate) the dog or

cat, unless the veterinarian finds that the owner is not conpetent

to do so. |If the veterinarian does not sell the virus (vaccine)

to the owner because he finds that the owner is inconpetent,

then the veterinarian shall report to the Departnent of Health his

finding, including the name and address of the owner, and his

reasons therefor.

SECTION 2. Section 41-53-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-53-9. Al persons adm nistering virus (vaccine) in
accordance with this chapter shall furnish the owner of each dog
or cat inoculated (vaccinated) a certificate of inoculation
(vaccination) for each dog or cat inocul ated (vacci nated)

i ndicating the breed of each dog or cat inocul ated (vaccinated),

the sex of each dog or cat inoculated (vaccinated), and the
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mar ki ngs and the serial nunber of the tag attached to the collar
or sone other device on each dog. Persons adm nistering virus
(vaccine) in accordance with this chapter shall maintain records
of each inoculation, indicating the owner of each dog or cat

i nocul ated (vaccinated), the breed of each dog or cat inocul ated
(vaccinated), the sex of each dog or cat inocul ated (vacci nated),
and the markings and serial nunber of the tag furnished to the

owner of each dog. |If the virus (vaccine) is adm nistered by the

owner of the dog or cat, then the |icensed veterinarian who

furni shed the virus (vaccine) shall maintain records of each virus

(vacci ne) dispensed, indicating the owmer of each dog or cat to be

i nocul ated (vaccinated), the breed of each dog or cat to be

i nocul ated (vacci nated), and the marki ngs and serial nunber of the

tag furnished to the owner of each dog.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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