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By: Senator(s) Jordan, Horhn, Gordon, To: Econonic Devel oprent and

Si mmons, Thomas, Butler, Dearing, Tourism Appropriations
Tollison, Walls, Browning, Jackson
(11th), Frazier, CGollott, Lee (47th),
Harvey, Hyde-Smth, Posey, WIIianson,
Burton, Jackson (15th), Doxey, Brown,
M chel , Dawkins, W] enon, Chaney,

Cl arke, Lee (35th), Chanberlin, Mbrgan,
Kirby, Carm chael, Ross, Robertson,
Moffatt, Little, Nunnelee, Mettetal,
Huggi ns, King, Flowers, Jackson (32nd),
Tur ner, Harden, Thanes

SENATE BI LL NO. 2082

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A M SSI SSI PPI BLUES COW SSI ON TO DEVELOP
A PLAN TO PROMOTE AUTHENTI C M SSI SSI PPl " BLUES" MJSI C AND " BLUES
CULTURE" FOR PURPCSES OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT; TO PRESCRI BE THE
FUNCTI ONS AND DUTI ES OF THE COMM SSI ON;, TO EMPONER THE COWM SSI ON
TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND GRANT FUNDS; TO PROVI DE FOR | NTERDEPARTMENTAL
COOPERATI QN;, TO AUTHORI ZE THE COW SSI ON TO PURCHASE AND ERECT
"M SSI SSI PPl BLUES TRAI L" HI STORI CAL MARKERS W TH THE ASSI STANCE
OF THE M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTVENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissipp

Bl ues Commi ssion, hereinafter referred to as the "comm ssion," to
be in existence for the period fromJuly 1, 2004, to July 1, 2008.
The conm ssion may accept and expend grants and private donations
fromany source, including federal, state, public and private
entities, to assist it to carry out its functions.

(2) For purposes of this act, the term"blues"” shall nean
African-American roots nmusic and the culture that created it.

(3) The powers, functions and duties of the comm ssion shal
i nclude, but not be Ilimted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) To study, deliberate and report to the Governor and
the Legi slature on or before January 1, 2005, on the best nethod
to market and foster an appreciation of the blues, to include
tourism academ c study and bl ues archives, blues historical
preservation, blues cultural education and the support of
performng artists. Such marketing plan shall be designed to
attract tourists, conferences, mnusic performances, fil mmuakers and
others for the purpose of econom c devel opnent of all geographic

areas of the state through the pronotion of the blues and the
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heritage and culture that produced the blues, and to anal yze the
tourismpotential of the blues for M ssissippi.

(b) To make an inventory of blues "assets" that nmake up
the blues and blues culture that could be devel oped into a program
for donestic and international tourism and opportunities for
i nvest ment .

(c) To establish a statewi de M ssissippi "Blues Trail"
infrastructure to offer to tourists and targeted groups a
structured tour of M ssissippi blues historical sites and
per f ormance venues.

(d) Coordination with the Division of Tourismof the
M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnent Authority, the Departnent of Archives and
Hi story, the M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, the
M ssi ssi ppi Educational Tel evision Authority, the State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning, the Center for the Study of
Southern Culture at the University of M ssissippi, the University
Center for Econom c Devel opnment at M ssissippi Valley State
University, the Delta Center for Culture and Learning at Delta
State University, the Delta Blues Miseum the Delta Misic
Institute, the Mssissippi Arts Comm ssion and simlar
organi zations to share resources and information in order to
ensure a conprehensive approach to marketing the blues and bl ues
culture in M ssissippi.

(e) To make recomrendati ons regarding the establishnent
of , and budgeting for a permanent M ssissippi Ofice of the Blues
as an agency of state governnment wth an executive director and
appropriate staff to carry out the marketing plan devel oped by the
comm ssion. To the extent practical, any office shall be |ocated
at an existing public or private |ocation which is appropriate to
the blues or blues culture in Mssissippi, with mniml cost to
the state.

(f) Coordination of the blues marketing plan with any

exi sting state historic preservation prograns, in order to:
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properties;

(1) Identify and preserve blues historic

(ii) Determne the eligibility of such properties

for listing on the National Register;

(itii1) Prepare nom nations of such sites for

i nclusion on the National Register;

ar chaeol ogi ca

(iv) Maintenance of blues histor
dat a bases; and

(v) Evaluation of such sites for

state and federal preservation incentives.

(4) The comm ssion shal

nmenbers:

(a)

cal and

eligibility for

be conposed of the follow ng

The Director of the Division of Tourismof the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Aut hority;

(b)

The Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Departnent of Archives and History, or his designee;

(c)

Conm ssi on, or

(d)

The Executive Director of the Mssissippi Arts

hi s desi gnhee;

The Executive Director of the M ssissipp

Educati onal Tel evision Authority, or his designee;

(e)

The Director of the Center for the Study of

Southern Culture at the University of M ssissippi;

()

Devel opnent at

(9)

The Director of the University Center for Economc

M ssissippi Valley State University;

The Director of the Delta Center for Culture and

Learning at Delta State University;

(h)

Two (2) nenbers of the M ssissipp

desi gnated by the Lieutenant Governor, who shal

nonvoti ng basis;

(i)

Two (2) nenbers of the M ssissipp

Senat e

serve on a

House of

Represent ati ves desi gnated by the Speaker of the House, who shal

serve on a nonvoting basis;
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(j) Two (2) nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, who
shal | have experience in cultural affairs or tourism devel opnent
in the Mssissippi Delta; and

(k) Four (4) nenbers appointed by the Governor fromthe
state at |large, who shall have denonstrated a commtnent to the
under st andi ng and pronoti on of the bl ues.

(5) The Governor shall designate one (1) comm ssion nenber
to serve as chairman for a termconcurrent with that of the
Governor. The conmmi ssion shall neet upon the call of the chairman
not |ater than August 1, 2004, and shall organize for business by
adopting internal organi zational procedures necessary for
efficient operation of the conmm ssion, including officers, quorum
requi renents and policies for any comm ssion staff. Each nenber
of the comm ssion shall designate necessary staff of their
departnments to provide adm nistrative support to assist the
commission in performng its duties and responsibilities. The
comm ssion shall neet and conduct business at |east quarterly.
Meetings of the conm ssion shall be open to the public and
opportunity for public comment shall be nmade avail abl e.

(6) Menbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation
for their services.

(7) The comm ssion shall submt a report, including any
proposed |l egislation, to the Governor and to the Legislature
before the convening of the 2005 Regul ar Session. The report
shall include a conprehensive state plan for marketing the bl ues
as specifically provided above.

(8 Al departnents, boards, agencies, officers and
institutions of the state and all subdivisions thereof shal
cooperate with the comm ssion in carrying out its purposes under
this act.

(9) Any funds or donations received by the conm ssion shal
be deposited into a special fund which is hereby created in the

State Treasury, and di sbursenent therefromshall be made upon
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warrants by the Departnment of Finance and Adm nistration after
recei pt of requisitions submtted by the appropriate person
designated by the comm ssion. Monies in the special fund may be
used by the comm ssion in carrying out its responsibilities under
this act.

SECTION 2. The commi ssion shall designate specific sites for

erection of appropriate "M ssissippi Blues Trail" markers to offer
to tourists and targeted groups a structured tour of M ssissipp
bl ues historical sites and performance venues. The comm ssion
shal |l be authorized to purchase appropriate M ssissippi Bl ues
Trail markers fromany of its available funds. The texts for the
M ssi ssi ppi Blues Trail markers shall be approved by the
comm ssion. The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shal
cooperate with the conm ssion by erecting and nai ntaining the
mar kers that have been approved by the comm ssion.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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