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Senator (s) M chel To: Rules

SENATE BI LL NO. 2073

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE ENGLI SH LANGUAGE SHALL BE THE
LANGUAGE OF STATE GOVERNMENT IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO CLARI FY AND
PROVI DE EXCEPTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature of the State of M ssissipp

finds and declares the follow ng:

(a) The State of M ssissippi is conprised of
individuals fromdifferent ethnic, cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. The State of M ssissippi encourages the assimlation
of Mssissippi into Mssissippi's rich culture.

(b) Throughout the history of M ssissippi and of the
United States, the common thread binding individuals of differing
backgrounds toget her has been the English | anguage.

(c) Anong the powers reserved to each state is the
power to establish the English | anguage as the official |anguage
of the state, and otherwi se to pronote the English | anguage within
the state, subject to the prohibition enunerated in the
Constitution of the United States and in | aws of the state.

(2) In order to encourage every citizen of this state to
beconme nore proficient in the English | anguage, thereby
facilitating participation in the economc, political and cultural
activities of this state and of the United States, the English
| anguage is hereby declared to be the official |anguage of the
State of M ssissippi.

(3) Except as otherw se provided for in subsections (4) and
(5), the English |Ianguage shall be the |anguage of government in

M ssissippi. Al official docunents, regul ations, orders,
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transacti ons, proceedi ngs, prograns, neetings, publications or
actions taken or issued, which are conducted or regul ated by, or
on behalf of, or representing the state and all of its political
subdi vi sions shall be in the English | anguage. For the purposes
of this section, "official action" neans any action taken by the
governnent in M ssissippi or by an authorized officer or agent of
the governnent in M ssissippi that does any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Binds the governnent.

(b) 1Is required by |aw

(c) |Is otherwi se subject to scrutiny by either the
press or the public.

(4) This section shall not apply to:

(a) The teaching of |anguages.

(b) Requirenents under the federal Individuals with
Di sabilities Education Act.

(c) Actions, docunents or policies necessary for trade,
touri smor comrerce.

(d) Actions or docunents that protect the public health
and safety.

(e) Actions or docunents that facilitate activities
pertaining to conpiling any census of popul ations.

(f) Actions or docunents that protect the rights of
victinms of crimes or crimnal defendants.

(g) Use of proper nanes, terns of art or phrases from
| anguages ot her than Engli sh.

(h) Any | anguage usage required by or necessary to
secure the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and | aws of the
United States of Anerica or the Constitution of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi .

(1) Any oral or witten conmunications, exam nations or
publications produced or utilized by a driver's |license station,

provi ded public safety is not jeopardized.
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(5 Nothing in this section shall be construed to do any of
the foll ow ng:

(a) Prohibit an individual nenber of the Legislature or
of ficer of state governnent, while perform ng official business,
from comuni cating through any nmedium w th another person in a
| anguage ot her than English, if that nmenber or officer deens it
necessary or desirable to do so.

(b) Limt the preservation or use of Native Anerican
| anguages, as defined in the federal Native Anmerican Languages Act
of 1992.

(c) Disparage any | anguage other than English or
di scourage any person fromlearning or using a | anguage other than
Engl i sh.

(6) It is presuned that English | anguage requirenents in the
public sector are consistent with the | aws of M ssissippi and any
anbiguity in the English | anguage text of the |laws of M ssissippi
shal | be resolved, in accordance with the Ninth and Tenth
anmendnents of the Constitution of the United States, not to deny
or disparage rights retained by the people, and to reserve powers
to the states or to the people.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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