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Senator(s) Hyde-Smith To: H ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2049

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-516, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE PENALTY | MPCSED FOR OPERATI NG A MOTOR VEHI CLE W THI N
A H GHWAY WORK ZONE | N EXCESS OF THE MAXI MUM SPEED LIM T
SPECI FI CALLY ESTABLI SHED FOR THAT ZONE; TO REQUI RE THAT SI GNS BE
POSTED | N H GHWAY WORK ZONES | NDI CATI NG THAT THE FI NE FOR SPEEDI NG
I N SUCH WORK ZONES MAY BE PUNI SHED BY A FI NE OF DOUBLE THE MAXI MUM
AMOUNT OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY LAW TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S SECTI ON MAY BE ENFORCED THROUGH THE USE OF AUTOVATED
VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON SYSTEMS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-3-516, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-3-516. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate a notor vehicle within a highway work zone at a speed in
excess of the maxi mum speed limt specifically established for the
zone whenever workers are present and whenever the zone is
i ndi cated by appropriately placed signs displaying the reduced
maxi num speed limt. Any person violating the provisions of this
section shall be punished, upon conviction, by a fine of not nore

t han doubl e the nmaxi nrum anmount of the fine authorized to be

i nposed under Section 63-9-11.

(2) (a) For purposes of enforcing the provisions of this

section, the M ssissippi H ghway Safety Patrol nay operate radar

speed detection devices in conjunction with automated vehicle

i dentification systens in highway work zones. |If a violation of

this section is detected through the use of an automated vehicle

identification system a photograph of the vehicle taken by the

automated vehicle identification systemand a uniformtraffic

ticket setting forth the details of the violation shall be served

upon the owner of the vehicle.
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(b) An automated vehicle identification system shal

not be used unless signs are posted in conspicuous places not |ess

than three hundred (300) feet before the entry into the hi ghway

work zone. The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation shall be

responsi ble for the placenent of such signs.

(c) Atraffic ticket shall not be issued for a

violation of this section that is detected through the use of an

automated vehicle identification systemunless a patrol man of the

M ssi ssi ppi H ghway Safety Patrol is present during the operation

of the automated vehicle identification systemat the tine the

violation is alleged to have occurred.

(d) Violations detected by neans of an aut omated

vehicle identification systemshall not be recorded on the

violator's driving record.

(3) For the purposes of this section:
(a) "H ghway work zone" neans a construction or

mai nt enance area that is |ocated on or along any public highway,

road or street within this state that is marked:

(i) By appropriate warning signs or other traffic

control devices indicating that work is in progress; and

(ii) By signs of a design approved by the

Department of Transportation indicating that any person who

operates a notor vehicle within a highway work zone at a speed in

excess of the reduced nmaxi num speed limt may be punished by a

fine of doubl e the maxi num anount ot herwi se authorized by | aw.

(b) "Automated vehicle identification system neans a

system whereby a device is used to automatically detect a

violation of a traffic |aw and si mul taneously record a phot ograph

of the vehicle, the operator of the vehicle and the |license plate

of the vehicle.

(4) Nothing in this section shall preclude the prosecution

or conviction for reckless driving of any notor vehicle operator

whose operation of a nmotor vehicle in a highway work zone, apart
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64 from speed, denonstrates a reckless disregard for life, linb or
65 property.

66 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
67 and after July 1, 2004.
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