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Senat or (s) Dearing To: Hi ghways and
Transportati on;

Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2046

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON, UPON
RECEI PT OF A PROPER REQUEST, TO PLACE MEMORI AL MARKERS W THI N THE
Rl GHTS- OF- WAY OF STATE H GHWAYS TO MEMORI ALI ZE PERSONS WHO HAVE
DIED AS A RESULT OF A VEH CLE- RELATED ACCI DENT; TO PROVI DE THAT
THE MEMORI AL MARKER SHALL BE PLACED AS CLOSE AS PRACTI CAL TO THE
LOCATI ON AT WHI CH THE FATALI TY OCCURRED;, TO PROVI DE THAT REQUESTS
FOR PLACEMENT OF MEMORI AL MARKERS SHALL BE MADE IN WRI TI NG TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON BY THE | MVEDI ATE FAM LY OF THE
VICTIM TO PRESCRI BE THE FORM OF THE MEMORI AL MARKERS; TO PROVI DE
THAT THE COST OF SUCH MARKERS SHALL BE BORNE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) In order to increase public awareness of

hi ghway safety, the Departnment of Transportation shall, upon
recei pt of a request nmade as provided for in this section, place
menorial markers within the rights-of-way of state highways to
menorial i ze persons who have died as a result of a vehicle-related
accident. The nenorial marker shall be placed as cl ose as
practical to the location at which the fatality occurred. In

pl aci ng the markers the departnent shall take into consideration
restricted space, property owner conplaints and other rel evant
considerations. The nenorial markers shall remain in place for
one (1) year and the tine period may be extended upon a request
made as provided in this section.

(2) Requests for placenent of nmenorial nmarkers within the
ri ghts-of-way of state highways and requests for the extension of
the period of time for which the markers remain in place shall be
made in witing to the Departnent of Transportation on forns
prescri bed by the departnment. Requests nay be nade only by

i mredi ate fam |y nenbers of the accident victim
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(3) The nmenorial marker shall consist of a fifteen-inch
di aneter al um num sign panel with a white background of
engi neering grade sign sheeting. The sign shall contain in black
the words "Drive Safely in Menory of" and the name of the accident
victim The post upon which the nenorial marker shall be placed
shall be a standard five-foot netal delineator post. No
addi tional decoration or ornanentation shall be allowed at the
site.

(4) The cost of nenorial markers and the installation and
mai nt enance of nenorial markers shall be borne by the Departnent
of Transportation.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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