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Senat or (s) Si nmons To: Education

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2031

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-9-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF ALL SUPERI NTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS FROM
AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2008; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-9-25, M SS| SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, TO REPEAL SECTI ON 37-9-12,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE
QUESTI ON OF RETAI NI NG THE ELECTI VE METHOD OF CHOGCSI NG THE COUNTY
SUPERI NTENDENT OF EDUCATI ON; TO REPEAL SECTI ONS 37-5-61 THROUGH
37-5-71, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DE FOR THE ELECTI ON
OF COUNTY SUPERI NTENDENTS OF EDUCATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 37-9-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

[Until Decenber 31, 2007, this section will read as follows:]

37-9-13. Each school district shall have a superintendent of
school s, selected in the manner provided by law. No person shal
be eligible to the office of superintendent of schools unless such
person shall hold a valid adm nistrator's |icense issued by the
State Departnment of Education and shall have had not |ess than
four (4) years of classroomor adm nistrative experience.

[ From and after January 1, 2008, this section will read as

follows:]
37-9-13. (1) In all public school districts, the school

board shall, on or before January 15 of each year, appoint the

superi ntendent of schools of such district, except in those cases

where the superintendent has been previously selected and has a

contract which is valid for the ensuing scholastic year.

(2) * * * No person shall be eligible to the office of
superi ntendent of schools unless such person shall hold a valid

adm nistrator's license issued by the State Departnent of
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Educati on and shall have had not |ess than four (4) years of
cl assroom or adm nistrative experience.

SECTION 2. Section 37-9-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

[Until| Decenber 31, 2007, this section will read as follows:]

37-9-25. The school board shall have the power and
authority, inits discretion, to enploy the superintendent, unless
such superintendent is elected, for not exceeding four (4)
schol astic years and the principals or licensed enpl oyees for not
exceeding three (3) scholastic years. |In such case, contracts
shall be entered into with such superintendents, principals and
| i censed enpl oyees for the nunber of years for which they have
been enployed. All such contracts with |icensed enpl oyees shal
for the years after the first year thereof be subject to the
contingency that the licensed enpl oyee may be released if, during
the life of the contract, the average daily attendance shoul d
decrease fromthat existing during the previous year and thus
necessitate a reduction in the nunber of |icensed enpl oyees during
any year after the first year of the contract. However, in al
such cases the licensed enpl oyee nust be rel eased before July 1 or
at least thirty (30) days prior to the begi nning of the school
term whichever date should occur earlier. The salary to be paid
for the years after the first year of such contract shall be
subject to revision, either upward or downward, in the event of an
i ncrease or decrease in the funds avail able for the paynent
t hereof, but, unless such salary is revised prior to the beginning
of a school year, it shall remain for such school year at the
anount fixed in such contract. However, where school district
funds, other than m ni mum educati on program funds, are avail abl e
during the school year in excess of the anpbunt anticipated at the
begi nning of the school year the salary to be paid for such year
may be increased to the extent that such additional funds are

avai |l abl e and nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit sane.
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[ From and after January 1, 2008, this section will read as

follows:]

37-9-25. The school board shall have the power and

authority, in its discretion, to enploy the superintendent * * *
for not exceeding four (4) scholastic years and the principals or
| i censed enpl oyees for not exceeding three (3) schol astic years.
In such case, contracts shall be entered into with such
superintendents, principals and |icensed enpl oyees for the nunber
of years for which they have been enployed. All such contracts
with licensed enpl oyees shall for the years after the first year
t hereof be subject to the contingency that the |icensed enpl oyee
may be released if, during the life of the contract, the average
dai |y attendance shoul d decrease fromthat existing during the
previ ous year and thus necessitate a reduction in the nunber of
| i censed enpl oyees during any year after the first year of the
contract. However, in all such cases the |licensed enpl oyee nust
be rel eased before July 1 or at least thirty (30) days prior to
t he begi nning of the school term whichever date should occur
earlier. The salary to be paid for the years after the first year
of such contract shall be subject to revision, either upward or
downward, in the event of an increase or decrease in the funds
avai l abl e for the paynent thereof, but, unless such salary is
revised prior to the beginning of a school year, it shall remain
for such school year at the anobunt fixed in such contract.
However, where school district funds, other than m ni num education
program funds, are avail able during the school year in excess of
t he anbunt anticipated at the beginning of the school year the
salary to be paid for such year may be increased to the extent
that such additional funds are avail abl e and not hi ng herein shal
be construed to prohibit sane.

SECTION 3. Section 37-9-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which

provides for a referendumon the question of retaining the
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el ective nmethod of choosing the county superintendent of
education, is hereby repeal ed.

SECTION 4. Sections 37-5-61, 37-5-63, 37-5-65, 37-5-67,
37-5-69 and 37-5-71, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which provide for
the el ection of county superintendents of education, are repeal ed.

SECTION 5. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965 as anended and extended, whichever occurs

| at er.
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