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Senat or (s) Si nmons To: Education

SENATE BI LL NO. 2026

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PROGRAM AUTHORI ZI NG LOCAL SCHOOL
BOARDS | N THE STATE TO REQUI RE ALL PUPILS I'N GRADES 1 THROUGH 12
TO READ A M NI MUM OF FOUR BOOKS PER SCHOOL YEAR AND MAKE REPORTS
THEREON, TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELCP
AND | SSUE GUI DELI NES UNDER VWH CH SCHOOL DI STRI CTS MAY APPLY FOR
PARTI CI PATION I N THI S PI LOT PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby established a pilot program

to be adm nistered by the State Departnment of Education under

whi ch the school boards of participating school districts shal
require the teachers under their control to have all pupils in
Grades 1 through 12 to read a m ni mum of four (4) books per schoo
year, in addition to regul ar textbook requirenents, and to nake
satisfactory book reports thereon. The State Board of Education
shall receive and review applications for this programand may
approve applications, on a pilot programbasis, for up to ten (10)
| ocal school districts throughout the state, with at | east one (1)
pil ot programto be approved in Sunflower and Bolivar Counties,
respectively, unless there are no applications submtted fromthe
school districts within said counties. At |least three (3)
approved school districts shall have an accreditation | evel of
three (3) or below at the tine the district submts its
application unless there are no applications submtted from such
school districts.

(2) The State Departnment of Education is hereby authorized
to devel op and issue curriculumguidelines to school districts
relating to the inplenentation of the requirenents of subsection
(1) of this section, including recommendati ons on age-appropriate

books.
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30 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
31 and after July 1, 2004.
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