M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
By: Representatives Chism Beckett, Dickson, To: Rules

Ellis, Gbbs, Harrison, Horne, MCoy, Reed,
Robi nson (84th), Smth (39th), Snowden, Young

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 123

1 A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG DR. THOVAS L. DAVIS, JR, FOR H' S

2 CONTRI BUTI ONS AND DEDI CATED SERVI CE OF MANY YEARS TO EAST

3 MSSISSI PPl COMVUNI TY COLLEGE AND CONGRATULATI NG HI M UPON HI S

4  RETI REMENT.

5 VWHEREAS, Dr. Thonmas L. Davis, Jr., will retire as President

6 of East M ssissippi Conmunity College after nore than 49 years of
7 commtted and diligent service to educating many M ssi ssi ppi

8 «citizens; and

9 VWHEREAS, born on January 5, 1934, in Prentiss County,
10 Mssissippi, Dr. Davis graduated from Cal houn City H gh School,
11 broadened his basic educational |earning and training by earning
12 his associate degree from East M ssissippi Junior College, his
13 bachel or of science degree from M ssi ssippi Coll ege, his master of
14 science degree fromthe University of Southern M ssissippi and his
15 doctor of education degree from M ssissippi State University; and
16 VWHEREAS, Dr. Davis began his career in education at the
17 Pachuta H gh School in 1955, and has since shared his vast wealth
18 of educational know edge with students in M ssissippi, Louisiana
19 and M ssouri on both the secondary and collegiate levels in
20 instructional and adm nistrative capacities; and
21 VWHEREAS, after a three-year period as Vice President and
22 District Director of Institutional Research and Pl anning at Hol nes
23 Community Coll ege's Goodman Canpus, Dr. Davis was selected in 1990
24 to lead the canmpus of East M ssissippi Conmunity Coll ege as the
25 institution's president; and
26 VWHEREAS, in his new position of |eadership, Dr. Davis served
27 as an anbassador for the school, saving it fromthe brink of
28 possible closure, in addition to overseeing an enroll nment increase
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of nore than 261 percent, providing financial solidarity,
inproving the college's public imge and |l egislative relations for
i ncreased funding, and organi zi ng and i npl enenting extensive
bui | di ng and renovati on progranms for both canpuses; and

VWHEREAS, during his illustrious career in education, Dr.
Davi s has served as a nenber of many task force commttees, boards
of directors and other professional organizations, including: the
Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools' Comm ssion on
Col | eges, the Southern Association of Conmunity, Junior and
Techni cal Coll eges, the Community Col | eges of Appal achia, the
Aneri can Associ ation of Community Col | eges Presidents Acadeny, the
Kenper County Small Business Incubator, Phi Delta Kappa, the
M ssi ssippi Public Junior College Task Force, the North
M ssi ssi ppi Area Agency on Agi ng Advi sory Council and the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ati on of Coaches; and

VWHEREAS, a devoted husband, Dr. Davis is married to the
former Rita Chatham and together they have two children, Thonmas
11 and Jonat han, who have supported himin all of his
undert aki ngs; and

VWHEREAS, a faithfully devoted nenber of the Scooba Bapti st
Church, where he is an ordai ned deacon, Sunday school teacher, and
frequent |ay speaker, Dr. Davis, by surrounding hinself with
ef fective and capabl e people, attributes his success of East
M ssi ssi ppi Community Col l ege to God; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Davis, who exhibits a positive attitude and
trusts, respects and believes in his enployees, is to be commended
for his many val ued services and contributions provided to
M ssi ssippi's educational system provided throughout his 49-year
career:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend and congratulate Dr. Thomas L. Davis, Jr., upon his

retirenment after 49 years of dedicated and exenplary service to
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the citizens of M ssissippi,

wi shes for success in al

his future endeavors.

and we extend to himour heartiest

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Dr. Thomas L. Davis, Jr., and to the nenbers of the

Capi tol Press Corps.

H R No. 123
04/ HRO7/ R2364
PAGE 3 (DJ\HS)

*HRO7/R2364*

ST: Dr. Thomas L. Davi s,
retirenment.

Jr.;

comend upon his



