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Representative Straughter To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 121

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG MRS. VERSI E V. JONES NELSON FOR HER
MANY CONTRI BUTI ONS TO JONESTOWN COMMUNI TY AND SERVI CES TO ST.
EMVANUEL M SSI ONARY BAPTI ST CHURCH.

VWHEREAS, M's. Versie Vera Jones Nel son was born May 23, 1915,
to M. Meadie Jones and Ms. Lou Ella Jackson Jones, the fourth of
ni ne children; and

VWHEREAS, having lived her entire life in the Jonestown
Community of Yazoo City, Mssissippi, and the only surviving
original resident, Ms. Nelson attended the two-room Jonest own
School taught by Ms. Anna Wal ker before transferring to the No. 2
School in Yazoo City, where she had to pay a Three-Dollar nonthly
attendance tuition and walk two mles daily; and

VWHEREAS, at the conclusion of her formal educational career,
she went to work for the fam |y business at her sister's
restaurant, Hallie B. Fox Hanburgers, before gaining enpl oynent
with the Barbour fam |y, where she hel ped rear Governor Hal ey
Bar bour; and

VWHEREAS, havi ng acknow edged her faith in Christ, Ms. Nelson
began her Christian walk at an early age by becom ng a nmenber of
St. Enmanuel M ssionary Baptist Church under Reverend S. A Jones,
and has renmmined a faithful and devoted nenber thereof since her
baptismin the Ad Yazoo River; and

VWHEREAS, during her nenbership at St. Enmanuel, Ms. Nel son
has rarely m ssed a Sunday service and has served as church
secretary, choir president and Sunday school superintendent, a

position she currently maintains; and
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WHEREAS, M's. Nel son, known for her |oving and gracious
personality, was married to Booker Nel son and not hered one child,
a daughter, Doris Nel son Jones; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Nel son, known nost extensively as "Ms.
Butter," is considered the community historian because of her
| ongevity in the community and her ability to vividly recount the
comunity's rich historical tineline, including how the conunity
came to be known as Jonestown, the 1933 Tornado that swept through
the community floodi ng her hone and many others, the Yazoo Clinic
(the community hospital), the community's only two churches, the
cenetery and the nanes of every famly that |ived in Jonestown;
and

VWHEREAS, wi dely respected in the Jonestown and Yazoo City
communities, Ms. Nelson's hunble and genteel spirit nmakes it a
j oyous occasion to share fellowship with her; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend such outstanding individuals as Ms. Nel son,
whose life is a beacon of hope and a wealth of history to many up
and com ng generations of Jonestown inhabitants:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend M's. Versie V. Jones Nelson for her many outstandi ng
contributions to the Jonestown community and to the St. Emmanuel
M ssionary Baptist Church.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Ms. Versie Nelson and to the nmenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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