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Whi tti ngton, Young

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 107

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE, CONTRI BUTI ONS OF MRS
W NSON HUDSON FOR HER MANY OUTSTANDI NG ACCOWPLI SHMVENTS DURI NG THE
CVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER
FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON HER PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, M's. Wnson Hudson was born on Novenber 17, 1916, in
the all African-Anerican community of Harnony, M ssissippi, in
Leake County, departed this earthly life to enter into eternal
rest on Saturday, April 24, 2004, causing great sorrow and |l oss to
her famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Hudson, along with her sister, Dovie, energed
as courageous |eaders in the freedomstruggle in the early 1960s
and filed the first suit for school desegregation in a rural
M ssi ssi ppi county; and

VWHEREAS, havi ng been one of the first to register to vote,
M's. Hudson becane involved in the NAACP and was el ected president
of the county chapter and served for the next 38 years; and

VWHEREAS, subjected to harassnent and threats of violence,

M's. Hudson appeared before the United States Comm ssion on G vil
Rights in February of 1965 to speak about the harassnent of her
fell ow nei ghbors who were being harassed while attenpting to

regi ster to vote; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Hudson was instrumental in the establishnment of
the first Head Start programin Leake County, voter registration
drives, the integration of the Holiday Inn in O arksdal e, and
hel ped with the efforts to desegregate all public facilities in
Cart hage, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Hudson has been recogni zed for nmany out standi ng

acconpl i shnents, including serving as a delegate to the Denocratic
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Nat i onal Convention in 1976 and was presented the Fanni e Lou Haner
Award by the M ssissippi Denocratic Party in 1989; and

VWHEREAS, in 1989, Ms. Hudson attended the opening of Brian
Lanker's photographic exhibition, "I Dream A Wrld: Portraits of
Bl ack Wonen Who Changed Anerica,"” at the Corcoran Gallery in
Washi ngton, D.C., which featured a photo of Ms. Hudson and her
sister; and

WHEREAS, M's. Hudson testified on behalf of Mssissippi's
poor citizens before President Bill Cinton's Health Reform Task
Comm ttee in Washington, D.C., in 1994; and

VWHEREAS, in the fall of 2002, Ms. Hudson fulfilled her
life-long dream and heart's desire with the publication of her

book, M ssissippi Harnony, Menoirs of a Freedom Fi ghter; and

WHEREAS, the life of Ms. Hudson was as the beauty and
fragrance of flowers that brighten the countryside, and not |ived
invain, for it filled its place in the world and wll forever
fill a place in the hearts and nenories of her |oved ones; and

VWHEREAS, her soul is safe with the Heavenly Father to dwell
t hroughout eternity, we give thanks to Alm ghty God for Ms.
Hudson's |ife, and honor her |egacy along with her survivors; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives of
the State of M ssissippi to recognize and comrend the |lives of
outstanding citizens such as Ms. Hudson, who dedicated her life
to inproving the quality of life for people everywhere:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |life of Ms. Wnson Hudson for her many outstanding
contributions to the civil rights novenent and express deepest
synpathy to her famly and friends upon her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Ms. Wnson Hudson and to the nenbers

of the Capitol Press Corps.
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