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Representatives Tayl or, Holland To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 105

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE MERI TORI QUS CONTRI BUTI ONS AND THE
MANY YEARS OF DEDI CATED SERVI CES MR LEO TURNER PROVI DED TO THE
FRI ENDS OF CH LDREN OF M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, M. Leo Turner has set the benchnmark of excellence
in volunteerismand community involvenent for his contributions as
a tirelessly devoted humanitarian to the Friends of M ssissippi;
and

VWHEREAS, born Septenber 23, 1930, the el dest son of M.
Bennie Turner and the late Ms. Freddie Ganblin of Waynesbor o,

M ssi ssippi, M. Turner, began his education at the Estes School,
and excel ling academ cal ly throughout his years of schooling,
graduat ed from Waynesboro Vocational Hi gh School in 1951; and

VWHEREAS, predicted to be a preacher, M. Turner, who had
pl ans of becom ng a funeral director and insurance sal esman,
entered the Kentucky School of Enbalmng in Louisville, Kentucky,
after graduation; and

VWHEREAS, in October of that year, he was drafted into the
United States Arny, where he served in the Korean Conflict,
conpleting an 18-nonth tour of duty, before returning to Kentucky
to resune his studies, ultimately graduating as Sergeant of Arns
of his 1954 cl ass; and

VWHEREAS, an avid |over of education, M. Turner devel oped an
interest in nedicine, and even entertained the thought of
enrolling in school to pursue the study of nedicine; and

VWHEREAS, in 1955, M. Turner married his high school
sweet heart, Leola "Baby" McGIIl, and to their wedded uni on were

bl essed with five children, four daughters, Mae Qia, Anita,
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Deni se and Brandi ce; one son, "Junior"; three grandchildren and
one great-grandchild; and

VWHEREAS, after the death of his father in 1956, M. Turner
and his brother, the late Alfred Turner, took over operations of
the famly funeral hone; and

VWHEREAS, since seizing the helmof the fam |y business, M.
Turner, at one point in his career, oversaw the operation of five
funeral hones; and

VWHEREAS, seeking a new vehicle to bring about a nuch needed
change in the Waynesboro comunity, M. Turner, along with a group
of nei ghbors, began the task of raising funds to operate a Head
Start Programin Wayne County; and

VWHEREAS, since its origination, Friends of Children of
M ssi ssi ppi sponsored nunerous prograns in addition to Head Start
in order to bring services and enploynent to the community, such
as the Sumer Feedi ng Program Sumrer Youth Program and CETA
Proj ects anong ot hers; and

VWHEREAS, M. Turner was heavily involved with the Wayne
County Voters' League in efforts to bring about political
education and increased political involvenent throughout the
county; and

VWHEREAS, elected to replace the late Reverend WG Coff as
Chai rman of the Board of Directors of Friends of Children of
M ssissippi in 1968, M. Turner has denonstrated courage and
vision in a fight for a cause he has made his own for the past 36
years; and

VWHEREAS, through his tireless devotion and vi sionary prowess
in the 1970s, M. Turner managed nore than $13 mllion that had
been provided in services and enpl oynent in Wayne, G eene, C arke
and Hunphreys Counties; and

VWHEREAS, an active 59-year nenber of St. Luke Baptist Church,
where he is a nenber of the deacon board, M. Turner is also a

53-year nenber of the Waynesboro Masoni ¢ Lodge, where he has grown
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from Master Mason to a 32 Degree Mason, in addition to having
served as Seni or Warden; and

VWHEREAS, participating in several professional associations,
such as the M ssissippi Funeral Directors and Mrticians
Associ ation, the National Funeral Directors and Morticians
Associ ation and the NAACP, M. Turner has also made his mark in
the political arena, having served on the Board of Al derman for
Waynesboro for 13 years, and serving as Mayor Pro Tenpore during
two of his terms in office; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and commend excel |l ence in such outstanding individuals
as M. Turner, whose mark on society has been truly nonunental and
i nspiring:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend and congratulate M. Leo Turner for his neritorious
contributions and the nmany years of dedicated services provided to
the Friends of Children of M ssissippi and extend our hearti est
w shes for many nore years of good health, peace, happi ness and
success in all his future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to M. Leo Turner and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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