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The Entire Menbership To:  Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 102

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE SERVI CE OF EDWARD HELLER BUELOW
JR, FOR H' S MANY CONTRI BUTI ONS AND SERVI CE TO THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPl AND CONGRATULATI NG HI M UPON HI S RETI REMENT FROM PUBLI C
SERVI CE.

VWHEREAS, Edward Hell er (Ed) Buelow, Jr., has faithfully
served in various capacities of public service in the State of
M ssi ssippi for over 30 years, and it is with appreciation that we
recogni ze his dedication and devotion upon his retirenent; and

VWHEREAS, a native of Vicksburg, M. Buel ow graduated in 1962
fromthe University of Illinois and served as a Captain in the
United States Arny from 1963 to 1969 before returning to Vicksburg
where he was elected to his first public office as a nenber of the
Warren County School Board serving from 1972 until 1976; and

VWHEREAS, elected to the M ssissippi House of Representatives
in 1976, where he remmined until 1992, M. Buel ow served as a
menber of various conmttees, including the Appropriations
Comm ttee, the Apportionment and El ections Committee, the
Education Commttee, the Joint Legislative Budget Cormittee, the
Joint Legislative Reapportionment Conmttee, the Joint
Congressional Redistricting Commttee and as Chairman of the
Public Health and Welfare Comm ttee; and

VWHEREAS, during his tenure with the Legislature he received
nuner ous honors, including the TLC award fromthe Coalition for
Mot hers and Babies in 1985, the Labor Award fromthe M ssissipp
Perinatal Association in 1987, naned as one of 10 Legislators of
the Year in 1989 by the National Republican Legislators

Associ ation and recogni zed by President George H W Bush for
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havi ng recei ved that honor and presented with the Hugh Wite Free
Enterprise Anard in 1991; and

VWHEREAS, in 1992, M. Buel ow received an appointnment to serve
as Chairman of the M ssissippi State Tax Conm ssion and was
reappointed for a second termin 1998; and

VWHEREAS, using his know edge earned as a legislator in the
conplex field of tax |aw and regul ati on and know edge ear ned
concerni ng agency appropriation and budgeti ng net hodol ogy, M.
Buel ow, as Chairman and Conm ssi oner of Revenue, directed the
majority of revenue-generating activities in the state for the
past 12 years; and

VWHEREAS, from June 1992 to Cctober 1993, he served as
Chairman of the State Gam ng Conm ssion, where he laid the
groundwork for a successful gamng industry in our state, |licensed
the first dockside casinos opened in M ssissippi, devel oped the
Gam ng Rul es and Regul ations, issued the first Charitable Bingo
Li censes and devel oped the Charitable Bingo Rul es and Regul ati ons;
and

WHEREAS, M. Buel ow, during his career has served on numerous
pr of essi onal associ ations and commttees, including having served
as Mssissippi’s only President of the National Al cohol Beverage
Control Association in 1998 and currently serves on its board of
directors, served as President of the Southeastern Association of
Tax Adm nistrators in 1996 and was on its executive board for many
years, served on a nunber of committees with the Anerican
Associ ation of Motor Vehicle Adm nistrators and Federation of Tax
Adm ni strators, served on the state’s Revenue Estimating Committee
and served as a nenber of the License Tag Conmi ssion overseeing
three new tag series during his adm nistration; and

WHEREAS, M. Buel ow | ed the Tax Comm ssion through the
aftermath of a devastating fire in May 2003 that caused
multi-mllion dollars of danage to its physical plant |eaving over

two-thirds of the building uninhabitable for a six-nonth period of
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tinme while continuing the critical work of the agency w thout
m ssing a single deposit of state tax revenue and w t hout
detrinment to state governnent; and

WHEREAS, he has taken an active role in dealing with the
State Personnel Board to ensure that agency job classifications
match the |l evel of the tasks perfornmed, as well as providing
significant anmounts of training for Tax Comm ssion staff at al
| evel s of authority enphasizing quality performance and taxpayer
service; and

VWHEREAS, M. Buel ow brought about technol ogy and efficiency
i nprovenents to the Tax Comm ssion during his tenure, increasing
fromonly two personal conputers to a conprehensive network of
over 600 personal conputers, devel oped the Tax Comm ssion website,
installed i mage scanning and optical character recognition of tax
return data, instituted electronic filing of tax returns and
initiated a project to nodernize and integrate all tax systens
into an integrated tax system and

WHEREAS, M. Buel ow headed the efforts to update tax forns,
| eadi ng to Qutstandi ng Achi evenent Awards for Forns Rel eases and
Honor abl e Mention Awards for Fornms Design as awarded by the
Nat i onal Associ ation of Conputerized Tax Processors for the years
2000, 2001, and 2002, succeeded in reaching the | owest |evels of
out st andi ng tax delinquencies in known history of the agency,
redefined the audit programto audit a | arger percentage of tax
dol l ars annual |y, perfornmed statew de reappraisal of property,
noder ni zed notor vehicle assessnents, inplenmented electronically
filed property tax rolls and honestead rolls, created a new
program for honestead rei nbursenents and perforned the val uation
and assessnent of approximately $5.5 billion of public service and
transportation properties for ad val oremtaxation; and

WHEREAS, he has been supported in all his endeavors by his
wife, Ms. Carol Cox Buel ow, and his children, Laura Buel ow Jones,

Li sa Buel ow Irel and and Edward H. (Bo) Buelow, 111, and his
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grandchi l dren, Anna Katherine Ireland and Sel by Allen Irel and,
Jr.; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
honor diligent state enployees, such as M. Buel ow, whose career
serves as an exanple to all citizens of the State of M ssissipp
and whose | egacy of service is exenplified by fairness,
per severance and prudent judgnent:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the remarkabl e career of Edward Hell er Buel ow, Jr., upon
his retirement and express acknow edgnent to himfor the hard work
and many sacrifices he nade to serve the people of our state and
wi sh himall success in his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to M. Buelow, to the State Tax Comm ssion and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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