M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
By: Representatives Ellis, Burnett, Calhoun, To: Rules

Chi sm Dickson, Espy, Harrison, Robinson
(63rd), Watson

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 92

1 A RESOLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG MR, ANDREW LARK

2 UPON H' S SELECTI ON AS 2003- 2004 TEACHER OF THE YEAR FOR THE STATE
3 OF MSSISSIPPI.

4 VWHEREAS, M. Andrew Lark, an al unmus of M ssissippi Valley

5 State University with a bachelor of arts degree in fine arts, and
6 current teacher in the Starkville School District, was recently

7 named M ssissippi's Teacher of the Year for 2003-2004; and

8 VWHEREAS, M. Lark is an instructor of fine arts at Starkville
9 High School, where he provides informative insight, instruction

10 and academ c support to students in their efforts of understanding
11 and appreciating art in both its nost pure and nost conplex forns;
12 and

13 VWHEREAS, an 11-year teaching veteran, M. Lark began his

14 career in Itta Bena, Mssissippi, as Art Coordi nator and Assi stant
15 Director of the Artist in Programcourse, geared toward at-risk

16 children in grades 4-12; and

17 VWHEREAS, after a two-year period, M. Lark transferred to the
18 Leflore County Juvenile Report Center |ocated in G eenwood,

19 M ssissippi, where he again remained two years, directing his
20 focus and sharing his passion for art with juveniles and at-risk
21 children in grades 5-12; and
22 VWHEREAS, at the close of his services in G eenwod, M. Lark
23 enbarked upon his journey into an actual school classroom setting
24 in 1997 at Starkville H gh School; and
25 VWHEREAS, since his arrival at Starkville H gh School he has
26 honed his skill, intuitiveness and creativity, and has gained the
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respect of his colleagues and students alike as an instructor and
chai rman of the school's art departnent; and

WHEREAS, M. Lark has expanded the art curriculum adding a
wi de range of art related courses, including: Art I, At II, Art
11, Photo I, Photo Il, scul pture, product and industrial design,
portfolio, fashion design, jewelry design, netal smthing and
after school studio art classes; and

VWHEREAS, nodeling his love of art by his enthusiastic
teaching, this energetic educator continues to thrive artistically
and professionally, while generating an el evated | evel of
interests of his students, making his classrooman active | earning
envi ronnent, where students learn through a diversified hands-on
approach; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to learning art concepts, M. Lark's
students | earn such fundanental life skills as teamwork,
responsibility, on-the-job behavior and, nost inportantly,
self-esteem and

VWHEREAS, M. Lark has made significant contributions to the
pr of essi onal devel opnent of education, including having served on
the Teacher of the Year Advisory Conmttee, the State of
M ssi ssi ppi Superintendent Advisory Commttee and the School
| mprovenent Steering Commttee, in addition to serving as a Mentor
of Practicumteachers from M ssissippi University for Whnen and
M ssi ssippi State University; and

VWHEREAS, wi th numerous professional affiliations such as the
Starkville Area Council, the Mssissippi Art Alliance, the
Nat i onal and the M ssissippi Art Education Association and both
the National and the M ssissippi Education Associations, M. Lark
has garnered much support, and has prided Starkville H gh School
and the State of M ssissippi throughout his career by w nning nore
than 250 State Schol astic Awards, 16 National Schol astic Art

Wnners, 5 National Scholastic Gold Teaching Certificates, 3 Third
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Congressional District Art Anmards and a Kennedy Center Creative
Ti cket Award; and

VWHEREAS, the 1999- 2000 recipient of the Governor Award in Art
Education, this two-tine Starkville H gh School Teacher of the
Year, in addition to being naned M ssissippi Teacher of the Year
for 2003-2004, was al so tapped as the 2003-2004 Third
Congressional District Teacher of the Year; and

WHEREAS, |isted anong Who's Who Anong Anerican Teachers, M.
Lark, over and beyond the nunerous accol ades he has received,
specifies his nost prized possession and acconplishnment is to have
the respect and appreciation of his present and forner students;
and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
dedi cat ed educat or who has brought honor to his school, his
comunity and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend and congratul ate Andrew Lark for being naned the 2003-2004
M ssi ssi ppi Teacher of the Year and extend to himour heartiest
w shes for success in all his future professional and artistic
endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to M. Andrew Lark, the Superintendent of Starkville

School District and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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