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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 60

A RESCLUTI ON ASKI NG CONGRESS TO REFORM THE CURRENT CLASS
ACTI ON LAWSUI T PROCESS I N ORDER TO ENSURE FAI R LEGAL PROCESS FOR
CLASS MEMBERS W TH LEGQ TI MATE CLAI M5, PROTECT RESPONSI BLE
COMPANI ES AND OTHER | NSTI TUTI ONS AGAI NST FRI VOLOUS | NTERSTATE
CLASS ACTI ONS | N STATE COURTS.

VWHEREAS, over the past decade, there have been abuses of the
cl ass action devices that have harned class menbers with
legitimate clains and defendants that have acted responsibly,
adversely affected interstate comrerce and underm ned public
respect for the judicial systemin the United States; and

VWHEREAS, cl ass nenbers have been harned by a nunber of
actions taken by plaintiffs' |awers, which provide little or no
benefit to class nenbers as a whole, including plaintiffs' |awers
receiving large fees, while class nenbers are |left with coupons or
other awards of little or no value and unjustified rewards being
made to certain plaintiffs at the expense of other class nenbers;
and

VWHEREAS, abusive interstate class actions have harned society
as a whole by forcing innocent parties to settle cases rather than
risk a huge judgnment by a local jury, thereby costing consuners
billions of dollars in increased costs to pay for forced
settlenments and excessive judgnents; and

VWHEREAS, through the use of artful pleading, plaintiffs are
able to avoid litigating class actions in federal court, forcing
busi nesses and ot her organi zations to defend interstate class
action lawsuits in county and state courts where the | awers,
rather than the clainmants, are likely to receive the nmaxi num

benefit:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That the House of
Represent ati ves requests senators fromour state to pass class
action reformlegislation that assures fair and pronpt recoveries
for class nenbers with legitinate clains, protects responsible
conpani es and other institutions against interstate class actions
in state courts and restores the intent of the framers of the
Constitution by providing for federal court consideration of
interstate class actions.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furni shed to M ssissippi's Congressional Delegation and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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