M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Fornby, Carlton, To: Rules
Compretta, Davis, Dedeaux, Fillingane,
Frierson, Howell, Lott, Parker, Peranich,

Si mpson, Upshaw, Wells-Smith

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 130

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COVMENDI NG THE 890TH
2 ENG NEER BATTALI ON SERVI NG THE UNI TED STATES | N OPERATI ON | RAQ

3 FREEDOM

4 VWHEREAS, the Armed Forces of the United States is in the

5 process of engaging in the war against terrorismboth at hone and
6 overseas, which includes hundreds of M ssissippi National

7 Quardsnen; and

8 VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi National Guard, upon receiving only
9 a few days’ notice in nost cases, has enbarked upon both m ssions
10 to secure and preserve peace and to protect the lives and interest
11 of all Anericans, thus exhibiting the high caliber and readi ness
12 of our state’s troops; and

13 VWHEREAS, 528 nenbers of the 890th Engi neer Battalion,

14 headquartered in Gulfport, Mssissippi, with units in Picayune,

15 Pascagoul a, Col unbia, Lunberton, Purvis and Wggins, were called
16 to active duty on February 7, 2003, for service in Qperation Iraqi
17 Freedom and

18 VWHEREAS, upon nobilization, these soldiers trained admrably
19 at Ft. Stewart, Georgia, proving they were nore than capabl e of

20 performng the duties required of them and

21 VWHEREAS, these sol diers were subsequently deployed to the

22 vicinity of Fallujah, Iraqg, a very contentious area within the

23 Sunni Triangle region of the country; and

24 VWHEREAS, the battalion was selected to support the fanmed 82nd
25 Airborne Division of Ft. Bragg, North Carolina; and
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VWHEREAS, one of the battalion’s first mssions in the country
was to repair Ridgeway Airfield near Fallujah and to set up the
division rear for the 82nd; and

WHEREAS, the 890t h conducted several recons and bridge
repairs in the Rifles West region of the Sunni Triangle, as well
as repairing nore than 41 kil oneters of road; and

WHEREAS, the battalion also conducted several civil-mlitary
canpai gns, including renovations of hospitals and schools, as well
as inproving and restoring electrical, water and sewage
facilities; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to restoration and construction of
nuner ous schools, nedical facilities and utilities, the 890th al so
adopted an Iraqi school in Abinahya, an all-boys' school of first
through fifth graders of approxinmately 80 students, and with
assistance fromthe Red Cross, collected 14 boxes (500 pounds) of
supplies for the school; and

VWHEREAS, the battalion constructed the first satellite
comuni cations tower in lragq for Joint Task Force — 7 in Baghdad
and have been recogni zed repeatedly for excellence during their
depl oynent; and

VWHEREAS, since Septenber 11, 2001, nore than 5,000 soldiers
and airmen of the M ssissippi National Guard have been called to
active service in defense of our nation’s freedom constituting
the | argest overseas depl oynent of the M ssissippi National Guard
since the Korean War; and

VWHEREAS, the dedication of the nen of the 890th Engi neer
Battalion, in providing valuable assistance to the United States
Armed Forces, has helped instill confidence in the general public
that they are coomitted to this nation’s security; and

VWHEREAS, the | eadership and dedi cation of Lieutenant Col onel
Johnny M Sellers and his staff serve as an exanple to al
mlitary throughout the United States as they have gui ded and

commanded the units of the 890th Engineer Battalion in mlitary
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nobi | i zations and state active duties to include hurricanes,
tropical stornms, tornados, security at seven airports
in the State of Mssissippi and in Central America; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature finds it nost
appropriate to recogni ze and commend the diligence of these
out standi ng M ssi ssi ppians for the devotion to their state and
nation to secure and insure peace for all:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmmend all personnel of the 890th
Engi neer Battalion serving the United States so bravely in
Qperation Iraqi Freedom

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution are
furni shed to the commanding officers of the 890th Engi neer
Battalion, the Adjutant General of the M ssissippi National Guard

and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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