M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
By: The Entire Menbership To:  Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 105

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG ALL M SSI SSI PPI NATI ONAL
2 GUARD TROOPS SERVI NG THE UNI TED STATES, BOTH DOVESTI CALLY AND ON
3 FOREIGN SO L AND ENCOURAG NG THE Cl TI ZENS OF M SSI SSI PPl TO

4  SUPPORT AND CONTACT SERVI CEMEN CURRENTLY DEPLOYED.

5 WHEREAS, the M ssissippi Legislature wishes to acknow edge

6 the many sacrifices nade by the thousands of nenbers of the

7 Mssissippi National Guard and other mlitary reserve

8 organizations based in Mssissippi in the war against terrorism
9 that is being waged by the United States both at honme and

10 overseas; and

11 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi's citizens have al ways been nore than
12 wlling to serve their country during tinmes of conflict across the
13 world, and many have given the ultimte sacrifice of their lives
14 in tines of war; and

15 WHEREAS, the United States Mlitary is in the process of

16 engaging in the war against terrorismboth at honme and overseas,
17 which has included thousands of M ssissippi Guardsnen; and

18 VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi National Guard, upon receiving only
19 a few days' notice in many cases, has enbarked upon both m ssions
20 to secure and preserve peace and to protect the |ives and

21 interests of all Anmericans, thus exhibiting the high caliber and
22 readiness of our state’ s troops; and

23 VWHEREAS, nost of these servicenen are “citizen soldiers” who
24  have undergone extensive training through their respective

25 National Guard units while maintaining a |iving and rai sing

26 famlies of their own in the private world; and

27 VWHEREAS, 485 nenbers of Task Force Rifles, headquartered in
28 M Conb, M ssissippi, and conposed of soldiers fromacross the
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State of M ssissippi, were called to active service to serve
abroad, and successfully conpleted a tour of duty in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na; and

VWHEREAS, 83 nenbers of Conpany C, 2nd Battalion, 20th Speci al
Forces G oup, headquartered in Elliot, Mssissippi, were called to
servi ce abroad, and successfully conpleting a tour of duty
defeating the Taliban reginme in Afghanistan; and

VWHEREAS, 109 nenbers of the 114th MIlitary Police Conpany,
headquartered in dinton, M ssissippi, were called to active
servi ce abroad, successfully conpleting a tour of duty at
Guant anano Bay, Cuba, and subsequently conpleting a foll owon tour
at Fort Hood, Texas; and

VWHEREAS, 17 nmenbers of the 220t h Fi nance Det achnent,
headquartered in Jackson, M ssissippi, were called to service
abroad, and successfully conpleting a tour of duty in Bosnia and
Her zegovi na; and

VWHEREAS, 29 nenbers of the 210th Finance Battalion and 19
menbers of the 230th Finance Detachnent, both headquartered in
Jackson, M ssissippi, were called to active service and
successfully conpleted a tour of duty providing financial support
at Fort Hood, Texas; and

VWHEREAS, 45 nenbers of the 31st Rear QOperations Center,
headquartered in Jackson, were called to active service to serve
abroad, and successfully conpleted a tour of duty in Kuwait and
I raq; and

VWHEREAS, 146 nenbers of the 113th MIlitary Police Conpany,
headquartered in Brandon, M ssissippi, were called to active
service to serve abroad and successfully conpleted a tour of duty
i n Af ghani stan, Paki stan, and Uzbeki stan, becom ng the nost
nmobilized unit in the Mssissippi Arny National Guard over the
past ten years; and

VWHEREAS, 22 pilots of Conpany D, 159th Aviation,

headquartered in Tupel o, Mssissippi, were called to active
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service to serve abroad, successfully conpleting several m ssions
that include the operation which resulted in the deaths of Gda
and Qusai Hussein; and

VWHEREAS, 647 nenbers of the 223rd Engi neer Battalion,
headquartered in West Point, M ssissippi, wth six other
| ocati ons, including Aberdeen, Cal houn City, Bruce, Charl eston,
Webb and d arksdale, were called to active duty to serve abroad,
and successfully conpleted a tour of duty in Irag while restoring
critical services to the Iraqgi people; and

VWHEREAS, 191 nenbers of the 2nd Battalion, 20th Speci al
Forces G oup, headquartered in Jackson, M ssissippi, were called
to active service to serve abroad, successfully conducting
approxi mately 1,000 conbat m ssions in Afghanistan resulting in
the death or capture of nore than 500 Al Qaeda operatives; and

WHEREAS, 17 nenbers of Special Operations Detachnent Sout h,
headquartered in Jackson, M ssissippi, were called to active duty
to serve abroad, and successfully conpleted their tour of duty
overseas; and

VWHEREAS, six nenbers of Conpany K, 185th Aviation,
headquartered at Canp Shel by, M ssissippi, and a detachnent in
Sout haven were called to active service to serve abroad; and

VWHEREAS, seven nenbers of Conpany |, 185th Aviation,
headquartered in Gul fport, Mssissippi, were called to active duty
to serve abroad; and

VWHEREAS, 170 nenbers of the 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense
Artillery, headquartered in Newton, M ssissippi, were called to
active duty to protect the skies over our nation’s capitol in
Washi ngton, D.C.; and

VWHEREAS, 76 nenbers of the 168th Engi neer G oup,
headquartered in Vicksburg, M ssissippi, were called to active
duty to serve abroad in Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, 650 nenbers of the 890t h Engi neer Battalion,

headquartered in Gl fport, M ssissippi, wth seven other
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| ocati ons, including Picayune, Pascagoul a, Lunberton, Col unbi a,
Wggins, Purvis and Richton, were called to active service to
serve abroad, and successfully conpleted a tour of duty in Iraq
while restoring critical services to the Iraqgi people; and

VWHEREAS, 71 nmenbers of the 1108th Aviation Cassification and
Repair Activity Depot, headquartered in Gulfport, M ssissippi,
were called to active service to serve abroad, and successfully
conpleted a tour of duty in Kuwait; and

VWHEREAS, 182 nenbers of the 367th Mai nt enance Conpany,
headquartered in Phil adel phia, M ssissippi, were called to active
duty to serve abroad, deploying and providing support for the
newy forned Stryker Brigade Conbat Teamin Northern Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, 125 nenbers of the 114th Area Support G oup,
headquartered in Hattiesburg, Mssissippi, were called to active
service to serve abroad; and

VWHEREAS, 58 nenbers of the 298th Corps Support Battalion,
headquartered in Phil adel phia, M ssissippi, were called to active
service to serve abroad; and

VWHEREAS, 24 nenbers of the 1st Cavalry Division’ s Rear
Operations Center, headquartered in Tupel o, M ssissippi, were
called to active service to serve abroad, becom ng one of only six
Arny National Guard units nationw de directly affiliated with an
active conponent division; and

WHEREAS, 57 nenbers of the 112th Mlitary Police Battalion,
headquartered in Canton, M ssissippi, were called to active
service to serve abroad, and the battalion had previously received
recognition for its distinguished service in Qperation Desert
Storm and

VWHEREAS, 24 nenbers of the 114th Arny Liaison Team
headquartered in Geenville, Mssissippi, were called to active
duty to serve abroad; and

VWHEREAS, 143 nenbers of Conpany G 185th Aviation G oup,

headquartered in Meridian, Mssissippi, were called to active
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service to serve abroad, flying the Chinook helicopter, the Arny’s
prem er cargo aircraft; and

VWHEREAS, 84 nenbers of the 185th Aviation G oup,
headquartered in Jackson, M ssissippi, were called to active
service to serve abroad, holding the distinction of comrandi ng the
| ar gest National Guard Aviation Task Force ever depl oyed overseas;
and

VWHEREAS, 62 nenbers of the M ssissippi Air National Guard,
255th Air Control Squadron, headquartered in Gl fport,
M ssi ssippi, were called to active service; and

WHEREAS, 500 nenbers of the M ssissippi Air National Guard,
172nd Airlift Wng, headquartered in Jackson, M ssissippi, were
called to active service to serve abroad and successful ly
conpleted their m ssions overseas; and

VWHEREAS, nunerous nenbers of the 183rd Aeronedi cal Evacuation
Squadron, based in Jackson, M ssissippi, were called to active
service and successfully conpleted their patient evacuation
m ssions in an exenplary manner; and

WHEREAS, 500 nenbers of the M ssissippi Air National Guard,
186th Air Refueling Wng, headquartered in Meridian, M ssissippi,
were called to active service to serve abroad, and successfully
conpleted their m ssions overseas; and

VWHEREAS, nunerous nenbers of the M ssissippi Ar National
GQuard, 238th Air Support Operations Squadron and the 248th Air
Control Squadron, based in Meridian, Mssissippi, were called to
active service to serve abroad, and successfully conpleted their
m ssions in an exenplary manner; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi Air National Guard Security Flights from
the 172nd Airlift Wng and the 186th Air Refueling Wng were
called to active service to serve abroad, and successfully
conpleted their overseas m ssions; and

WHEREAS, 75 sol diers made up of various units of the

M ssi ssi ppi National Guard were called to active duty in the State
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of Mssissippi with security m ssions at seven airports statew de,
and successfully conpleted their m ssions; and

VWHEREAS, 45 soldiers fromunits with the 1st Battalion, 155th
Infantry, headquartered in McConb, M ssissippi, were called to
active duty in the State of Mssissippi with security m ssions at
five Mssissippi ports as well as the Grand Gul f Nucl ear Power
Facility; and

VWHEREAS, 177 sol diers, known as Task Force Fal con, made up of
various units of the Mssissippi Arny National Guard, have been
nobi | i zed and are serving on active duty in the State of
M ssissippi wth security m ssions at Col unbus Air Force Base,
Keesl er Air Force Base and the M ssissippi Ar National Guard
Bases in Jackson and Meridian; and

VWHEREAS, the United States Arny 1st Arnored Division, Ad
| ronsi des, which is conposed of several M ssissippi nenbers, were
called to active service to serve abroad, successfully conpleting
a tour of duty in Germany, and subsequently engaging in a
foll owon-tour in Baghdad; and

VWHEREAS, since Septenber 11, 2001, nore than 5,000 sol diers
and airnmen of the M ssissippi National Guard have been called to
active service in defense of our nation’s freedom constituting
the | argest overseas depl oynent of the M ssissippi National Guard
since the Korean War; and

WHEREAS, dedication of the many nen and wonen of the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard in providing val uable assistance to the
United States MIlitary has helped instill confidence in the
general public that they are commtted to this nation’s security;
and

VWHEREAS, this Legislature seeks to nake M ssissippi citizens
aware that they too can show support for our troops by sending
messages of encouragenent and letters to our troops by going
online to the follow ng websites:

www, def endanerica. m |/ nmam htm ; www. oper ati onupl i nk. org;
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WWW. anyser vi cenmenber. org; www. oper ati ondear abby. net ;
WW. messages@stri pes. cont www. usonet rodc. org/ care. htm
WWwW. opsos. org; www. fi sherhouse. org; ww. adopt apl at oon. org;
www. usocar es. or g/ honme. ht Ml and
www. arnmy. m | /operations/iraq/faq/htm; and

VWHEREAS, these organi zations, through their websites, provide
t he conveni ence and service of supplying troops with donated
calling cards to contact famly and friends back home, encouraging
web- messages, letters, virtual thank you cards, emails and ot her
el ectronic greetings; and

VWHEREAS, nunerous M ssi ssippi churches and ot her civic and
soci al groups have expressed their support for our troops by
sponsoring benefits and honecom ng activities in addition to being
Good Sanmaritans by raising noney and other itens for the troops
and their famlies left behind; and

VWHEREAS, Governor Hal ey Barbour, Conmander in Chief, along
with Adjutant General Mjor Ceneral Harold Cross, whose | eadership
and dedication is known throughout the mlitary of the United
States, continues to guide and command units of the M ssissipp
Nati onal QGuard in nobilizations and depl oynents, and through state
energenci es including hurricanes, tropical storns, tornadoes and
security at critical sites in the State of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi House of Representatives finds it
nost appropriate to recognize and comrend the diligence of these
out standi ng M ssi ssi ppians for the devotion to their state and
nation to secure and insure peace and to preserve and protect
freedomfor all

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmmend all M ssissippi National Guard
personnel serving the United States both donestically and on
foreign soil and encourage the citizens of M ssissippi to support

and contact the servicenen currently depl oyed.
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227 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
228 furnished to the commandi ng officers of each of the aforenentioned
229 organi zations, the Adjutant CGeneral of the M ssissippi National

230 @uard and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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