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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 88

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE, LEGACY AND
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF THE LEGENDARY VI CKSBURG NAACP LEADER GEORGE LEE
JEFFERSON | N RECOGNI TI ON OF THE 50TH ANNI VERSARY OF BROWN VERSUS
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

VWHEREAS, after the United States Supreme Court's ruling in
Brown v. Board of Education on May 17, 1954, Ceorge Lee Jefferson,
one of M ssissippi's wealthiest black nmen, equipped with his faith
in the United States Constitution, sought to ensure M ssissippi's
i mredi ate conpliance with the recent decision; and

VWHEREAS, the favorite nephew and heir of turn-of-the-century
phi | ant hr opi st, busi nesswoman and civil rights crusader, Lucy C
Jefferson, Ceorge Jefferson was the owner and manager of the
historic WH. Jefferson Funeral Home, Chairman of the Vicksburg
Branch NAACP and one of three M ssissippi National Republican
Commi tt eenen; and

VWHEREAS, Jefferson, who was equi pped with a social conscience
and a courageous talent for |eadership in the political process,
was a prom nent driving force for progress in Vicksburg and was
very adept at guiding the 1,200 registered black voters of Warren
County to political respectability by using their bloc vote to
swing local elections in their favor; and

VWHEREAS, only 12 days after the Court's Brown ruling, NAACP
| eaders statew de announced their plan to submt petitions and
letters to all school districts demandi ng conpliance with the
ruling to integrate public schools; and

VWHEREAS, faced with the stonewalling tactics of high-ranking
state elected officials, Jefferson conmtted hinself to the cause,

refusing to yield any ground on bl ack people's Constitutional
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rights, in conjunction with NAACP Lead Counsel Thurgood WMarshall
and filed one of the first petitions in the country calling for an
end to segregation in a local school district; and

VWHEREAS, in |late March 1954, Jefferson announced his
candi dacy for a seat on the Vicksburg Board of Education, and was
one of only two candidates to qualify, but was prevented from
seeking the election by a piece of unconstitutional |ocal and
private |legislation proposed by two Warren County | egislators; and

VWHEREAS, prior to allowing his life to becone dom nated by
Brown v. Board of Education, Jefferson had secured a credit line
that scaled into the mllions for his dream of devel oping
top-of-the-line housing for Vicksburg' s energing bl ack
m ddl e-cl ass; and

VWHEREAS, engul fed by his other life goal of public school
integration in M ssissippi, Jefferson, who endured death threats,
cross burnings and threats to his business establishnent, was
barred by the banks fromusing any of the noney in his credit
accounts, and was ultimately reduced to abject poverty; and

VWHEREAS, very few M ssissippians know the story of Ceorge L.
Jefferson, who died in 1961, never seeing either of his dreans
conme into fruition, and of his Aunt Lucy, whose good works
i npacted the entire state; and

VWHEREAS, QCakl ey Training School, Cedar G ove Honme for the
Aged, the M ssissippi State Conference of Federated Col ored
Wnen's Cl ubs, NAACP respectability in M ssissippi, pre-civil
rights era voting rights for black people and the challenges to
the segregated school system all were real-world achi evenents of
the Jeffersons and their cohorts across M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and commend wor ks of notable M ssissippians, such as the life and
| egacy of George Lee Jefferson, whose commtnent to securing

equality and a better neans of living for black M ssissippians was
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nmonunental in bringing about a social transformation in this
state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend the |life and | egacy of
| egendary Vi cksburg NAACP | eader and busi nessnan, CGeorge Lee
Jefferson, upon the 50th anniversary of the United States Suprene
Court's ruling in Brown v. Board of Educati on.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Vicksburg Branch NAACP, the imedi ate survivors

of George L. Jefferson and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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