M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Representatives Di ckson, Col eman (65th), To: Rules

Banks, Broonfield, Burnett, Capps, Carlton,

Clark, Carke, Coleman (29th), Ellis, Espy,

Fl aggs, Flem ng, Fredericks, G bbs, Geen,

Harrison, Hines, Holloway, Mrtinson, Myo,

Myers, Peranich, Perkins, Rogers (14th), Scott, Stevens, Thomas,
Upshaw, West, Whittington
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 86

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE ACCOWVPLI SHVENTS OF
M LDRED D. TAYLOR AND RECOGNI ZI NG APRI L 2, 2004, AS "M LDRED D
TAYLOR DAY" I N M SSI SSI PPI .

WHEREAS, M Idred D. Taylor, one of the United States
forenost witers for young people and a native M ssissippian, wll
return hone to the great State of M ssissippi for a cel ebration of
her work and the statew de procl amati on and acknow edgenent of
"MI|dred D. Taylor Day" on April 2, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, beginning with her first book, Song of the Trees, in

1975 and Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, wi nner of the 1977 Newberry

Medal , the nost prestigious honor in children's literature, M.
Tayl or has witten nine cel ebrated books about African-Anerican
life in Mssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, for her literary works, M. Tayl or has received
nuner ous awards, including being the recipient of the first
Counci|l on Interracial Books for Children Award, the New York
Ti mes Qutstandi ng Book of the Year Award, three Coretta Scott King
Aut hor Awards, the Christopher Award and the Anmerican Library
Associ ation's Best Book for Young Adults Award, anong others; and

VWHEREAS, in COctober 2003, she was naned | aureate of the
i naugur al $25, 000. 00 NSK Neustadt Prize for Children's Literature,
awar ded by the University of Oklahoma and its international
quarterly Wrld Literature Today; and

VWHEREAS, born in Jackson, M ssissippi, but raised and
educated in Tol edo, Chio, Ms. Taylor graduated fromthe University
of Toledo in 1965, where after she joined the Peace Corps, she

spent two years in Ethiopia before returning to the United States
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to enroll in the University of Colorado in pursuit of her master's
degree in journalism and

VWHEREAS, the 1997 recipient of the National Council for
Teachers of English's ALAN Award for her outstanding contributions
to the field of adolescent literature, Ms. Taylor's visit wll
mark the return to the place where her |ife and work began, a
M ssi ssippi that no | onger cel ebrates prejudice, but enbraces her
wor ks, and honors her life and her famly; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and commend out standi ng i ndividuals such as Ms. Tayl or, whose
life' s experiences as an African-Anmerican author with a strong
sense of self and fervent ties to Mssissippi has allowed her to
convey a nessage of hope, faith, strength, love and famly to
countless mllions around the worl d:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend the acconplishnments of MIdred
D. Taylor and recognize April 2, 2004, as "Mldred D. Tayl or Day"
in M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Mldred D. Taylor and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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