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Representati ve Hol | and To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 80

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO CREATE A JAO NT STUDY COW TTEE TO
EVALUATE THE CURRENT STATE OF CHI LD WELFARE SERVI CES W THI N THE
STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AND DETERM NE THE FEASI Bl LI TY OF ALTERNATE
STRATEG ES TO PCSI Tl VELY AFFECT THE LI VES OF CH LDREN AND THEI R
FAM LI ES AND MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS THEREON, TO DI RECT THE JO NT
COMM TTEE TO MAKE A WRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND
RECOMVENDATI ONS BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2004; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE
OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That a Speci al
Joint Study Committee is created to evaluate the current state of
child wel fare services and nmake recommendati ons thereon. The
commttee shall be conposed of eight nenbers as follows: the
Chai rman of the House Public Health and Human Services Conmttee
and the Chairman of the Senate Public Health and Wl fare
Comm ttee, who shall serve as cochairnmen, the Vice Chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Conmittee and the Vice
Chai rman of the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conmttee, two
Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House and
two Senators appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor.

Not later than 15 days after the date of sine die adjournnent
of the 2004 Regul ar Session of the Legislature, the Speaker of the
House and the Lieutenant Governor shall make the necessary
appointnments to the conmttee. After the nmenbers are appointed,
the conmttee shall neet in Jackson, M ssissippi, on a date
designated by the cochairnen to select a vice chairman of the
commttee, who shall also serve as secretary of the conmittee, to
organi ze the commttee and to establish rules for transacting its

busi ness and keeping records. An affirmative vote of a majority
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of the nmenbers shall be required in the adoption of rules,
resol utions and reports.

Al nmenbers of the commttee shall be notified in witing of
all regular and special neetings of the commttee, which notices
shall be mailed not |less than five days before the dates of the
meet i ngs.

The commttee nay establish any subcommttees that it deens
desirable to study and report to the commttee with respect to any
matter included in the scope of this resolution.

The commttee shall nmake a witten report of its findings and
recommendati ons, and shall mail copies of the report to each
nmenber of the Legislature not |ater than Decenber 1, 2004.

In carrying out the provisions of this resolution, the
commttee may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of
all departnents, agencies, offices and institutions of the state,
including the state universities and community and juni or
coll eges. The conmttee shall consult wth the Executive
Directors of the Departnent of Human Services, the D vision of
Medi cai d, the Departnent of Mental Health and the Departnent of
Heal th, who shall cooperate with the commttee and provide the
commttee with any informati on and ot her assistance requested by
the commttee. The commttee is encouraged to seek advice from
various child and famly advocate and social work groups in the
state in order to understand the effect of any existing | aws or
any changes in | aw being considered by the commttee.

For attending neetings of the commttee, each nenber of the
committee shall be paid a per diem conpensation in the anpunt
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and a
m | eage al | owance and an expense all owance in the anount
aut hori zed by Section 5-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to be paid
fromthe contingent expense fund of the nmenber's respective house.
However, no per diem conpensation, mleage all owance or expense

al | owance shall be paid for attending neetings of the commttee
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62 while the Legislature is in session, and no per di em conpensati on,
63 mleage allowance or expense allowance shall be paid w thout prior

64 approval of the proper conmttee in the nenber's respective house.
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