M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Denny, Baker (74th), To: Rules

Barnett, Bondurant, Capps, Carlton,

Ellington, Fillingane, Fornby, Frierson,

@unn, Hamilton (6th), Howell, I|shee, Janus,

Jenni ngs, Lott, Martinson, Mayhall, Mayo,

M ns, Moody, Mdore, Reed, Reeves, Rogers (61st), Rotenberry, Sinpson,
Snowden, Staples, Stevens, Turner, Upshaw, Wathersby, Wells-Snmth

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 70

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON EXPRESSI NG THE SUPPORT OF THE

2 MSSISSI PPl STATE LEG SLATURE FOR THE FAMLY UNIT I N QUR SCCI ETY
3 ON THE OCCASI ON OF THE TENTH ANNI VERSARY OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL YEAR
4 OF THE FAM LY.

5 VWHEREAS, the President of the United States has repeatedly

6 enphasized that the strength of the nation depends upon the

7 strength of the famly, and he has called upon all to "recommt

8 ourselves to strengthen our nation by strengthening our famlies";
9 and

10 WHEREAS, it is universally recognized that the famly is the
11 natural and fundanental group unit of society and is entitled to
12 protection by society and the state; and

13 VWHEREAS, the United Nations has proclained the year 2004 as
14 the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of the Famly in
15 order to, anong other things, increase awareness of famly issues
16 anong governnents as well as the private sector; and

17 VWHEREAS, the institution of the famly is now being

18 underm ned and threatened by various cultural, social, political,
19 legal and economic forces that are weakeni ng the bonds between

20 husband and wi fe, parent and child, and the generations, and

21 weaki ng consequential harm and havoc throughout society; and

22 WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi declares that the famly is
23 the very foundation of our communities and the bedrock of our

24 nation, continuing to be the nost fundanental unit of society, the
25 basis and bastion of civilization and progress since tine

26 imenorial, and the continuing hope of nmankind; and

27 WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi declares that the famly,
28 ideally founded on the marri age between husband and wife, is the
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cradle of Iife and | ove for each new generation, the primary
source of identity, self-esteemand support, and the first and
forenost school of life, being uniquely suited to teach children
integrity, character, norals, responsibility, service, and w sdom
and thereby transmtting tinmeless value to future generations; and

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi recognizes the urgent need
for measures designed to pronote fam |y happi ness and stability by
pronmoting loving and faithful marriages, and by encouragi ng
greater love and loyalty anong all famly nmenbers, increased
connection and conmuni cati on between parents and children, and
nore invol venrent of both fathers and nothers in raising children
in a positive and healthy environnment and in teachi ng them val ues
and norals essential to personal fulfillnment and the success of
society; and

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi urges all citizens and
communities, and all organizations and institutions in all sectors
of society, to proactively pronote those neasures designed to
protect, defend, and strengthen the famly as the fundanental unit
of society; and

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi further urges governnent
| eaders, officials, and representatives in all |evels and branches
of governnent, with respect to all |egislative, executive,
adm nistrative, and judicial action, to pronote those neasures
designed to protect, defend, and strengthen the famly as the
fundanental unit of society; and

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi calls upon | eaders and
peopl e of influence in nedia, entertai nment, education, business,
the arts, and religion to help reverse the cultural bias against
the famly and famly val ues; and

WHEREAS, the State M ssissippi further calls upon citizens
and communities, and all organizations and institutions in all the
sectors of society, to help support, sponsor, organize and

participate in appropriate activities and events designed to
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pronote and protect the famly as the fundanental unit of society
in celebration of the 2004 Tenth Anniversary of the International
Year of the Famly:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby express our support for the famly unit
in our society on the occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the
I nternational Year of the Famly.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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