M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Reynol ds, Huddl eston, To: Rules
McBri de
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 67
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMVENDI NG THE LI FE AND
2 ACCOWMPLI SHMENTS OF SPECI ALI ST RAPHAEL SEPTI EN DAVI S AND EXPRESSI NG
3  DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HI'S FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON HI S PASSI NG
4 VWHEREAS, Specialist Raphael S. Davis, of Tutwler,
5 Mssissippi, born on Novenber 17, 1979, to Betty Pinpton and
6 Cifton Bailey, Sr., departed this earthly |life on Decenber 2,
7 2003, while serving the United States in furtherance of "Qperation
8 Ilraqi Freedom" causing great sorrow and loss to his famly and
9 friends; and
10 VWHEREAS, a 1998 graduate of West Tall ahatchie Hi gh School,
11 Specialist Davis was a nenber of the 223rd Engi neer Battalion of
12 the M ssissippi Arnmy National Guard, attached to Conpany C,
13 Detachnment 1; and
14 VWHEREAS, Specialist Davis began his mlitary career when he
15 joined the Mssissippi Arny National Guard with his brother
16 difton Bailey, Jr., on July 27, 2001, under the "buddy systeni;
17 and
18 VWHEREAS, when the 223rd Engi neer Battalion was nobilized in
19 late January 2003, and depl oyed overseas in March, Speciali st
20 Davis and his brother, Specialist Bailey nade the fateful journey
21 to lraq together; and
22 VWHEREAS, known for his avid sportsmanship and fierce
23 conpetitiveness, Specialist Davis possessed great athleticism
24 which was evidenced in his years of play on the Wst Tall ahatchie
25 Choctaws Football Team as a running back; and
26 VWHEREAS, his zeal for sports was conpl enented by his personal
27 determination to do his best in any endeavor, which he did
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whol eheartedly, thus sparking his interest to enroll at Hi nds
Community Col |l ege before transferring to Hol mes Community Col | ege,
in pursuit of a career in electronic engineering;, and

VWHEREAS, a fun-1oving, happy-go-lucky and i ndependent-m nded
i ndi vi dual, Specialist Davis will be renenbered nost for his
positive and upbeat attitude shared during his |last nonents in
conversation with famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, having lost his life in battle, Specialist Davis was
the tenth M ssissippi soldier, the second M ssissippi Guardsman
and the first nenber of the 223rd Battalion, since its
organi zation in 1954, to be lost in conbat; and

VWHEREAS, Specialist Davis was awarded the Bronze Star with
val or and a Purple Heart, which was posthunously presented to his
famly; and

VWHEREAS, a |oving son, father, brother and friend, Speciali st
Davis wll be sorely m ssed by those who experienced the depth of
his | ove, commtnment and conpassion for life and pursuit of
freedomfor all, but the |Iegacy of his nmenory wll forever be
etched in the hearts and nenories of his survivors, including:
his nother, Betty Pinpton; father, Cifton Bailey, Sr.
stepfather, Reverend Dr. Ilanda Pinpton; stepnother, Elaine
Bai |l ey; children, Ravin, Raphael, Jr., and Razavier; brothers,
Lanonte Harris, Cifton Bailey, Jr., Bernard Berryhill, Cedric
Davi s, Demarcus Davis, Xavier Bailey, Taierry Brown, Aveai
Wal | ace, Stevie HIl, Terrence Steele and Maurice Steele; two
sisters, Wnde Bailey and Prim e Stevenson; grandparents, Leroy
Scurl ock, Rutha Bailey and Louise Davis; and a host of other
relatives and friends; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and commend excel |l ence in such outstanding M ssissippians as
evidenced by the life and nerits of Specialist Davis, whose gift
to this state and nation was the ultimte sacrifice of life in

order that others may have the opportunity to experience a life of
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freedom peace and prosperity that we as citizens of the G eat
State of M ssissippi and these United States of Anerica are
privileged to share daily:
NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend the |ife, services and
acconpl i shnents of Specialist Raphael Septien Davis and express
our deepest synpathy to his famly and friends upon his passing.
BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the fam |y of Specialist Davis and to the nenbers of

the Capitol Press Corps.
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