M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Representatives Smth (39th), Chism To: Rules

Ellis, Harrison
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 45

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON DESI GNATI NG AND RECOGNI ZI NG MARCH 5,
2004, AS TUSKEGEE Al RVMEN DAY IN COLUMBUS, M SSI SSI PPI

On July 19, 1942, the Army Air Force began a programin
Al abama to train African Anericans as mlitary pilots; and

WHEREAS, primary flight training was conducted by the
Di vision of Aeronautics of Tuskegee Institute, the faned school of
| earni ng founded by Booker T. Washington in 1881; and

WHEREAS, the first class of all black pilots graduated on
March 7, 1942, and made up the 99th Pursuit Squadron, fighter
pilots slated for duty in North Africa; and

VWHEREAS, additional pilots were assigned to the 332nd Fi ghter
G oup, which flew conbat along with the 99th Squadron from bases
inltaly; and

VWHEREAS, by the end of World War |1, with the |ast class
graduating on June 29, 1946, a total of 926 pilots had earned
their wings at Tuskegee; and

VWHEREAS, 450 Tuskegee pilots were depl oyed overseas for
conbat assignnent in P-39, P-40, P-47 and P-51 aircraft, of which
66 gave the ultimate sacrifice of life in conbat action and
anot her 32 becane POM; and

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi is proud to have been called hone to ten
Tuskegee Airnen, all of whom were Second Lieutenants: Leonelle A
Bonam Herbert E. Carter, Adiver M Dillon, Walter M Downs, John
L. Hamlton, Wellington O Irving, Eddie A MLaurin, Luke J.
Weat hers, Quitman C. Wl ker and Edward L. Toppins; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to pay speci al

honage to these outstanding and valiant individuals for the
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sacrifices made and services rendered to the great State of
M ssi ssippi and these entire United States of Anmerica:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby designate and recogni ze March 5, 2004,
as Tuskegee Airnmen Day in Col unbus, M ssissippi.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the Cty of Colunbus and to the nenbers of the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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