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Representative Flem ng To:  Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 17

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON CALLI NG FOR AN EXAM NATI ON OF THE
H GH COSTS OF PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE SERVI CES TO STATE AND COUNTY
OFFENDERS AND CONSI DERATI ON OF A COMPREHENSI VE HEALTH CARE PLAN
FOR ALL SUCH OFFENDERS.

VWHEREAS, the soaring costs of health care for offenders in
the custody of the M ssissippi Departnment of Corrections and in
county jails is a problemw th significant financial inplications
in the State of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, a recent exanple includes the shocking situation in
whi ch approxi mately Five Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($500, 000. 00)
was expended in caring for one (1) county prisoner at the
University of M ssissippi Medical Center before his death in 2002;
and

VWHEREAS, present practices involve the Departnent of
Corrections entering into contracts with the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medical Center and others for the provision of health
care services for offenders, with little or no oversight in the
execution of those contracts; and

WHEREAS, in this tine of a strained state budget and sl ow
econonm c growth that is requiring cut-backs of an extreme nature,
a review of the funds spent in the providing of health care
services for offenders is in order; and

WHEREAS, as a part of such review, a prudent course of action
is to carefully exam ne the costs of offenders' health care and
consi der a conprehensive plan to provide such care throughout the
state in a uniform efficient and cost-effective manner; and

VWHEREAS, the Perfornmance, Eval uation and Expenditure Review

(PEER) Conmittee of the M ssissippi State Legislature is equi pped
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to undertake the analysis of the costs of current health care
services provided to offenders and determ ne what the el enents of
an i nproved conprehensive health care plan should be; and

VWHEREAS, in setting the guidelines for a conprehensive health
care plan, the PEER Comm ttee should include a determ nation of
what m ni num st andards are necessary froma nedi cal and
constitutional standpoint, with regard to the follow ng el enents:
(a) the multitude of standard di agnostic/intake services
associated wth adm ssion screening, nedical history and physical
exam nation of state and county offenders; (b) the primary care
services, as well as nental health services, pharmacy services,
therapeutic diets, optonetry services being provided to state and
county offenders; (c) the secondary and tertiary services, such as
hospital care, surgical services, dental care, referral services
and specialty consultations being provided to state and county
of fenders; and (d) the nost efficient and cost-effective manner in
which to obtain such care for state and county offenders:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That the
Legi sl ature requests that the PEER Comm ttee engage in an anal ysis
of the costs of health care services provided to state and county
of fenders and consi der whether a conprehensive health care plan
shoul d be adopted, along with an outline of the elenents of such a
pl an.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
provided to the PEER Comm ttee, the Departnent of Corrections and

the University of M ssissippi Medical Center.
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