M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

QOO NOUIRWNE

bR
|_\

W N N N DN N DD N N NMDN P PP PP PPk
o © o0 N o o b~ WwN P O O 0o N o o b~ wDN

Representative Martinson To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 16

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RESCI NDI NG AND W THDRAW NG HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 14, 1973 REGULAR SESSI ON, HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 55, 1973 REGULAR SESSI ON, HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 51, 1975 REGULAR SESSI ON, HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 3, 1979 REGULAR SESSI ON, AND ALL OTHER
RESCLUTI ONS ADOPTED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE THAT HAVE
MEMORI ALI ZED CONGRESS TO CALL A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI QN;  AND
URG NG OTHER STATE LEGQ SLATI VE BCODI ES TO DO THE SAME W TH REGARD
TO SI M LAR RESOLUTI ONS, PETI TI ONS, APPLI CATI ONS OR OTHER PAPERS
ADOPTED BY SUCH BQODI ES.

VWHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of M ssissippi, acting
with the best of intentions, at various tines, has previously nmade
applications to the Congress of the United States of Anmerica for
one or nore constitutional conventions for general purposes or for
the limted purposes of considering anendnents to the Constitution
of the United States of Anerica on various subjects and for
vari ous purposes; and

VWHEREAS, former justices of the United States Suprene Court
and ot her | eading constitutional scholars are in general agreenent
that a constitutional convention, notw thstandi ng whatever
limtati ons have been specified in the applications of the several
states for a convention, would have within the scope of its
authority the conplete redrafting of the Constitution of the
United States of Anerica, thereby creating the imm nent peril to
our well-established rights and to the constitutional principles
under which we are presently governed; and

VWHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America has
been anended many tines in the history of the nation and may yet
be anmended many nore tines, and has been interpreted for two

hundred years and has been found to be a basically sound docunent
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whi ch protects the rights and liberties of the people, wthout
ever having the need to resort to a convention; and

WHEREAS, there is no need for, rather, there is a great
danger in, a new Constitution, the adoption of which would only
create |l egal chaos in Anerica and only begin the process of
another two centuries of litigation over its neaning and
interpretation; and

VWHEREAS, such changes or anendnents as may be needed in the
present Constitution may be proposed and enacted as provi ded
therein and as previously used throughout the history of this
nation, wthout resort to a constitutional convention:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That any and all extant resolutions to the Congress of
the United States of Anerica for a constitutional convention or
conventions, heretofore nmade by the Legislature of the State of
M ssi ssippi under Article V of the Constitution of the United
States of Anerica for any purpose, whether general or limted, are
her eby repeal ed, rescinded, cancelled, superseded and rendered
null and void to the sane effect as if such resolutions had never
been made.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That this resol ution supersedes al
previ ous resolutions nenorializing the Congress of the United
States to call a convention to propose an anendnent to the
Constitution of the United States, including House Concurrent
Resol ution No. 14, 1973 Regul ar Sessi on, House Concurrent
Resol ution No. 55, 1973 Regul ar Sessi on, House Concurrent
Resol ution No. 51, 1975 Regul ar Sessi on, and House Concurrent
Resol ution No. 3, 1979 Regul ar Session, and that such previous
resolutions are rescinded and w t hdrawn.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the President of the United States Senate, to the

Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, to
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presiding officers of both houses of the |egislature of each of
the other states of the Union, to the nenbers of the Congress of
the United States representing the State of Mssissippi, and to
the Adm nistrator of General Services of the governnent of the

United States of Anerica, Washington, D.C
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