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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 14

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON ENDORSI NG THE 2003 PCLI CY REPORT OF
THE NATI ONAL HI SPANI C CAUCUS OF STATE LEG SLATORS.

VWHEREAS, the 2003 Policy Report of the National Hi spanic
Caucus of State Legislators addresses two goals: to foster a
shared | evel of understanding anong Hi spanic | egislators
nati onwi de about the synptons, root causes, and aneliorative
change strategies concerning H spani c educational achi evenent and
attainment; and to articulate and create state |egislative
strategies that m ght be inplenented in piece or in whole across
the country; and

VWHEREAS, the overall problem of Hi spanic educati onal
achi evenent is conceptualized as conprising many performance gaps,
many | evel s of positive and negative explanatory factors, and as
i nseparable fromthe |arger dranma of social, political and
denogr aphi ¢ changes occurring in the Latino community; and

WHEREAS, the strengths of Hispanic culture and famly life
are seen as nmjor assets in inproving the educational performance
of children and youth; and

VWHEREAS, key benchmarks were reviewed in the follow ng areas:
dropout rates; high school achievenent in terns of grades and test
scores; college attendance rates; college conpletion rates;
col | ege achi evenent; matriculation to professional and graduate
school s; and participation in high skill/high wage jobs and
careers; and

VWHEREAS, contributing factors to these outcones, as well as
potential program and policy solutions, were discussed in the

foll owi ng areas: preschool education; tine devoted to |earning;
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maxi m zing intellectual rigor; better trained teachers; |earning
resources, prograns and technol ogy; social organization of
school s; academ c choices and transitions; enabling H spanic
parents; and

VWHEREAS, the report al so di scusses how the National Hi spanic
Caucus of State Legislators (NHCSL) as an organi zati on can address
t hese issues, as well as individual NHCSL nenbers in their own
st at es:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby endorse the 2003 Policy Report of
Nat i onal Hi spani c Caucus of State Legislators and encourage the
State Departnent of Education to adopt these principles.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the State Departnent of Education and to the nenbers

of the Capitol Press Corps.
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