M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Bounds, N chol son, To: Local and Private
Mal one Legi sl ation
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1840

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A TO CREATE THE

2  PHI LADELPHI A- NESHOBA COUNTY MJUSEUM COUNCI L; TO PROVI DE THE

3 COWPCOSI TI ON AND PONERS OF THE COUNCI L; TO AUTHORI ZE THE GOVERNI NG

4 AUTHORITIES OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A AND NESHOBA COUNTY,

5 MSSISSIPPI, TO CONTRI BUTE $25, 000. 00 EACH FOR THE PURPOSE OF

6 PROVI DI NG FUNDS FOR THE OPERATI ON AND MAI NTENANCE OF A MUSEUM I N

7 THE CTY OF PH LADELPH A AND NESHOBA COUNTY; AND FOR RELATED

8 PURPGOSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the

11  Phi | adel phi a- Neshoba County Miuseum Council, hereinafter referred
12 to as the "council.” The council shall be conposed of five (5)

13 menbers who shall be known as directors.

14 (2) The council shall be conposed of the follow ng nenbers:
15 (a) Two (2) menbers appoi nted by the governing

16 authorities of the Gty of Philadel phia;

17 (b) Two (2) menbers appointed by the Board of

18 Supervisors of Neshoba County, M ssissippi; and

19 (c) One (1) menber appointed by the M ssissippi Band of
20 Choctaw I ndi ans.

21 (3) Each nenber of the council shall serve a five-year term
22 or until his successor is appointed and qualified. Vacancies on
23 the council shall be filled in the sane manner as the original

24 appointnment for the unexpired term

25 (4) Any director nmay be disqualified and renoved fromoffice
26 for conviction of a felony or for failure to attend three (3)

27 consecutive neetings wthout just cause.

28 (5) Before entering on the duties of office, each director
29 shall enter into and give bond to be approved by the Secretary of
30 State in the sumof Ten Thousand Dol lars ($10, 000.00), conditioned
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on the satisfactory performance of his or her duties. This bond
prem um shall be paid fromthe comm ssion's funds, and the bond
shal |l be payable to the county for the benefit of the council.

(6) When the directors of the council shall have been
appoi nted and qualified, they shall neet in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia after giving not less than ten (10) days' notice of
the time and place of such neeting by registered nmail, postage
prepaid, that is directed to each nenber of the council at his or
her regul ar address at the tinme of his or her qualification and
posting bond. Such notice shall be given by the Board of
Supervi sors of Neshoba County, M ssissippi. The notice of such
neeting may be waived if all directors sign a witten waiver of
such notice. Any such waiver shall be attached to the m nutes of
t he neeti ng.

(7) The directors shall elect fromanong thensel ves a
chairman. The chairman of the council shall serve a term of not
nore than one (1) year, with the first election to be held at the
first schedul ed neeting after the directors are appointed, and
subsequent el ections shall be held annually thereafter. The
person el ected as chairman may serve consecutive terns. The
council shall elect fromits nmenbership a vice chairman, secretary
and treasurer. The offices of secretary and treasurer may be
conbined, if the council so elects. The council may pronul gate
and adopt byl aws governing its operations and procedures. Three
(3) directors shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction of any
busi ness of the council.

SECTION 2. The council shall be domciled in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, M ssissippi, and shall have the foll ow ng powers:

(a) To exercise authority over matters related to
establ i shing, pronoting, devel oping and nai ntaining a nuseum
within the Gty of Philadel phia (city) and/or Neshoba County

(county);
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(b) To acquire, either by purchase or donation, and/or
to own, |ease, furnish, equip, staff and operate any and al
facilities and equi pnment necessary or useful in the pronotion of
the nuseumw thin the city and the county;

(c) To receive and expend revenues from any source;

(d) To own, |ease or contract for any equi pnment or
of fice space useful and necessary in the pronotion of the nmuseum

(e) To sell, convey or otherw se dispose of all or any
part of its property and assets in accordance with the general
| aws of the State of M ssissippi providing for such disposal;

(f) To make all expenditures necessary to provide for
t he operation and mai ntenance of the nmuseumthat conformto the
purchasing | aws of the State of M ssissippi; and

(g) To have and exercise all powers necessary or
convenient to effect any and all of the purposes for which the
council is organi zed.

SECTION 3. (1) For the purpose of providing funds for the
operation and mai ntenance of a museumin the City of Phil adel phia
and Neshoba County, the governing authorities of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, M ssissippi, and Neshoba County, M ssissippi, are
aut horized, in their discretion, to contribute a sumnot to exceed
Twenty-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($25,000.00) each for each fiscal
year for the operation and mai ntenance of the nmuseum The
contribution of the county and city, if any, shall be in equal
anounts each fiscal year.

(2) The contributions, if any, by the county and city shal
be made fromthe respective general fund revenues and no taxing
authority is granted.

SECTION 4. (1) The council shall adopt annually a budget of
recei pts and expenditures. The first budget of receipts and
expendi tures shall be prepared and adopted by the council w thin
thirty (30) days after the election of its first chairman and,

upon approval by the Mayor and Board of Aldernmen of the Gty of
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Phi | adel phia and the Board of Supervisors of Neshoba County,

M ssi ssippi, for review, and upon approval by both governnent al
entities, such budget shall constitute the budget of the counci
for that fiscal year.

(2) The council may borrow noney to pay its operating
obligations that cannot be paid at maturity out of current revenue
fromthe contributions authorized in this act, but the anount so
borrowed shall in no case exceed the estimated i ncone of the
council as shown by the budget adopted before that tinme, and the
contributions of the council, as shown by the budget, shall be
dedi cated and set aside to the paynent of indebtedness.

(3) The books of the council shall be audited annually by an
i ndependent certified public accountant who shall make a witten
report of the audit to the council and shall submt a copy of such
report to the governing authorities of the City of Phil adel phia,
Neshoba County, M ssissippi, and the State Departnment of Audit.
Such audit shall be made and conpl eted as soon as practicable
after the close of the fiscal year and copies of the report of the
audit shall be filed with the city, county and State Departnent of
Audit within fifteen (15) days after receipt by the council.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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