M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative Pierce To: Local and Private
Legislation; Public Wilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1801

1 AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE TOM OF BEAUMONT, M SSI SSIPPI, TO
2 OPERATE I TS NATURAL GAS DI STRI BUTI ON SYSTEM W THI N CERTAI N AREAS
3 QUTSI DE THE CORPORATE LIM TS OF THE TOMWN OF BEAUMONT; AND FOR
4 RELATED PURPCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. (1) (a) Notw thstanding any provisions of
7 Section 21-27-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to the contrary, the
8 governing authorities of the Town of Beaunont in Perry County,
9 Mssissippi, in their discretion, nmay construct, expand, operate
10 and maintain the natural gas distribution systemof the Town of
11 Beaunont within any area described in paragraph (b) of this
12 subsection (1), which is not certified to another natural gas
13 wutility for such service, or if certificated, upon obtaining a
14 release fromthat utility and a Certificate of Public Convenience
15 and Necessity fromthe Public Service Conm ssion. Wenever such
16 natural gas utility service is furnished to any consumer residing
17 outside the corporate limts of the Town of Beaunont, the consuner
18 may not be charged at a rate greater than twi ce the rate charged
19 for the sane service within the corporate limts of the Town of
20 Beaunont.
21 (b) The areas within which the Town of Beaunont nay
22 construct, expand, operate and maintain its natural gas system
23 pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) are described as
24 foll ows:
25 Area No. 1:
26 Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 4 North, Range 10
27 West, Sections 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34,
28 35 and 36.
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construed as an exenption fromthe provisions of Section 77-3-1 et

seq.

Area No. 2:

Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 4 North, Range 9
West, Sections 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and
36.

Area No. 3:

Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 3 North, Range 9 W
all 36 sections.

Area No. 4:

Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 3 North, Range 10
West, Sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23,
24 and 25.
All of Sections 26, 27 and 36 |ying North and East of
t he South and West boundary of Hi ghway 98, being
ot herwi se described as Sections 26, 27 and 36, |ess and
except all land lying and being situated South and West
of the South and West boundary of H ghway 98.
Section 21: SE 1/4 of SE 1/4

NE 1/4 of SE 1/4
Section 28: NE 1/4 of NE 1/4

SE 1/4 of NE 1/4
Area No. 5:

Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 2 North, Range 9
West, Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35 and 36.
Area No. 6:

Perry County, M ssissippi, Township 1 North, Range 9
West, Sections 1, 2, 11 and 12.

(2) The authority conferred by this act shall not be

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972. The Town of Beaunont shall

required to obtain fromthe Public Service Comm ssion a

Certificate of Public Conveni ence and Necessity, obtain appr
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of all rates and charges for providing natural gas service to

t hose areas which are nore than one (1) mle outside its corporate
boundari es, and shall be otherw se subject to the jurisdiction of
the Public Service Conm ssion as authorized by applicable | aw.

(3) The governing authorities of the Town of Beaunont shal
make a reasonable effort to provide natural gas service to each
consuner within the distribution systemwho requests such service.
For the purpose of this subsection, the term"distribution systen
nmeans all areas that are described in subsection (1)(b) of this
section.

(4) The governing authorities of the Town of Beaunont shal
have a financial report on the natural gas distribution system
filed annually with the State Auditor for his review. The audited
financial statenents shall be maintained in the office of the
system for public inspection and shall be nade available to the
public during normal business hours.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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