M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Representatives Scott, Bailey, Banks, To: Ways and Means

Bl acknmon, Broonfield, Buck, Burnett, C arke,
Fl aggs, Hi nes, M ddl eton, Myers, Straughter,
Thomas, West, Young
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1639

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 57-1-52 AND 57-1-55, M SSI SS|I PP
CODE OF 1972, TO CREATE AN OFFI CE OF WORKFORCE SAFETY, EDUCATI ON
AND TRAI NI NG WTHI N THE M SSI SSI PPl  DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY, TO BE
HEADED BY AN OFFI CER KNOWN AS THE M SSI SSI PPI WORK COWM SSI ONER;
TO PROVI DE FOR POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 57-1-52, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

57-1-52. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority, whose principal offices shall be located in

Jackson, M ssi ssi ppi.

(2) The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shall be organized

into the follow ng offices:
(a) Ofice of Econom c Devel opnent;
(b) Ofice of Cormmunity Devel opnent;
(c) Ofice of Support Services; and

(d) Ofice of Wrkforce Safety, Education and Training.

(3) The departnent shall be headed by an executive director,
who shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the
Governor. The appointnment of the executive director shall be nade
with the advice and consent of the Senate. The executive director
may assign to the appropriate offices such powers and duties as
deened appropriate to carry out the department's | awful functions.

(4) The executive director of the departnent shall appoint
heads of offices, who shall serve at the pleasure of the executive
director. The executive director shall have the authority to
organi ze the offices established by subsection (2) of this section

as deened appropriate to carry out the responsibilities of the
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departnent. The organization charts of the departnent shall be
presented annually with the budget request of the Governor for
review by the Legislature.

SECTION 2. Section 57-1-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

57-1-55. (1) The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shal

have the foll ow ng general powers and duties: To devel op and
manage prograns whi ch enhance the climte for economc growh

t hrough assistance to private sector businesses, |ocal communities
and individuals, and through an extensive national and
international marketing effort.

(2) The M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority shall have the

foll ow ng general powers and duties with respect to economc
devel opnent :

(a) To plan, supervise and direct an active program of
solicitation of industries to |locate within the state;

(b) To prepare, maintain and di ssem nate i nformation
whi ch is needed by conpanies in evaluating site |ocations;

(c) To consult with, advise and assi st prospective
industries wwshing to locate within the state;

(d) To encourage new or expandi ng industries, which
will add to the econony, to |locate within the state;

(e) To maintain a coordinated |iaison function with
ot her devel opnent groups, including state and federal agencies,
and pl anni ng and devel opnent districts, utility conpani es,
chanbers of commerce and rail roads;

(f) To assist communities and counties within the state
in preparation for econom c growth

(g) To assist new and existing business and industry
and encourage their devel opnent and expansi on;

(h) To plan and conduct a nationw de adverti sing
program pronoting the state to prospective industry. Any contract

entered into for such purposes shall be advertised, bid and
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accepted in accordance with the sanme procedure as prescribed for
t he advertisenent and acceptance of bids for the purchase of
comodities and contracts for public purchases under Chapter 7,
Title 31, M ssissippi Code of 1972;

(1) To work with econom c devel opnent agencies of the
federal governnent in areas of industrial devel opnent and provide
information to industrial prospects regarding the availability of
federal funds and assi stance,;

(j) To work with the Departnent of Corrections,
pursuant to the provisions of Section 47-5-501 et seq., in
identifying and eval uating acceptabl e i ndustries and busi nesses
and in acting as an agent of the Departnment of Corrections by
comuni cating with such concerns and aggressively soliciting their
participation in the Correctional Industries Wrk Program

(k) To performrelated work as required;

(I') To dissem nate information about financial and

ot her prograns of the M ssissippi Devel opnent Authority that wll

assist in the creation or expansion of industries processing wood
products in this state;

(m To market processed and raw agricul tural products
donestically and abroad;

(n) To aid in the establishnment of business incubation
centers by private business interests, not for profit
corporations, and/or governnental entities. The departnent may
provi de funds by contract for the establishnent of business
i ncubation centers and may contract for space in which business
i ncubation centers wll be |located. Business incubation centers
are defined as facilities and support services that encourage the
establ i shment of successful small businesses by providing a
short-term sheltered environnment. The departnent may solicit and
accept grants and other financial aid or support fromprivate or

public sources to aid in the devel opnent of business incubation
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centers. In addition, advice and assistance to established

busi ness incubation centers may be provided by the departnent; and
(o) To enploy licensed real estate brokers and

apprai sers necessary for the industrial devel opnent of any real

estate under the ownership or control of the M ssissipp

Devel opnent Authority. Any contract entered into for such

pur poses shall be advertised, bid and accepted in accordance with
the sanme procedure as prescribed for the adverti senent and
acceptance of bids for the purchase of comodities and contracts
for public purchases under Chapter 7, Title 31, M ssissippi Code
of 1972.

(3) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Devel opnent

Aut hority shall appoint the head of the Ofice of Wrkforce

Saf ety, Education and Training, and that person shall be known as

the M ssissippi WORK Conmi ssioner. The primary m ssion of the

comm ssioner is to inprove workplace safety, worker education and

training, and to reduce the unenploynent rate in the state. The

comm ssi oner shall have the foll ow ng general powers and duti es.

(a) To review and anal yze net hods of maki ng workpl aces

in the State of M ssissippi safer for enpl oyees;

(b) To review and anal yze nmet hods of providing

occupational training and education for M ssissippi workers;

(c) To consult with, advise and assist M ssissipp

busi nesses and i ndustries in acconplishing their responsibilities

to enpl oyees; and

(d) To aid the appropriate enpl oynent agencies of the

state in |lowering the unenpl oynent rate in the state.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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