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Representative Myers To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1614

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-1-51 AND 63-1-53, M SSI SS|I PP
CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW A PERSON W TH A SUSPENDED DRI VER S LI CENSE
VH CH HAS BEEN SUSPENDED FOR CERTAI N OFFENSES TO PARTI Cl PATE IN A
PAYMENT PLAN, TO AUTHORI ZE REI NSTATEMENT OF A DRI VER S LI CENSE
VH LE PARTI Cl PATI NG | N SUCH PLAN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-1-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-51. (1) It shall be the duty of the trial judge, upon
conviction of any person holding a license issued pursuant to this
article where the penalty for a traffic violation is as nuch as
Ten Dol lars ($10.00), to mail a copy of abstract of the court
record or provide an electronically or conputer generated copy of
abstract of the court record imediately to the comm ssioner at
Jackson, M ssissippi, showing the date of conviction, penalty,
etc., so that a record of sane may be nmade by the Departnent of
Public Safety. The conm ssioner shall forthwith revoke the
| i cense of any person for a period of one (1) year upon receiving
a duly certified record of each person's convictions of any of the
foll ow ng of fenses when such conviction has becone final:

(a) Manslaughter or negligent homcide resulting from
t he operation of a notor vehicle;

(b) Any felony in the conmm ssion of which a notor
vehicle is used,

(c) Failure to stop and render aid as required under
the laws of this state in event of a notor vehicle accident

resulting in the death or personal injury of another;
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(d) Perjury or the willful nmaking of a false affidavit
or statenent under oath to the departnment under this article or
under any other law relating to the ownership or operation of
not or vehi cl es;

(e) Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon
three (3) charges of reckless driving commtted within a period of
twel ve (12) nonths;

(f) Contenpt for failure to pay a fine or fee or to
respond to a summons or citation pursuant to a charge of a
violation of this title.

(2) The comm ssioner shall revoke the |icense issued
pursuant to this article of any person convicted of negligent
hom cide, in addition to any penalty now provided by | aw

(3) In addition to the reasons specified in this section,
the comm ssioner shall be authorized to suspend the |icense issued
to any person pursuant to this article for being out of conpliance
with an order for support, as defined in Section 93-11-153. The
procedure for suspension of a license for being out of conpliance
wi th an order for support, and the procedure for the rei ssuance or
reinstatenment of a |icense suspended for that purpose, and the
paynment of any fees for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a
| i cense suspended for that purpose, shall be governed by Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be. |If there is any
conflict between any provision of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163
and any provision of this article, the provisions of Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be, shall control.

(4) A person who has had a |icense suspended under

subsection (1)(f) of this section shall be eligible for the

paynment reinstatenent plan as provided in Section 63-1-53(4).

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
63-1-53. (1) Upon failure of any person to respond tinely

and properly to a summons or citation charging such person with

H B. No. 1614 *HR40/R1734*
04/ HR40/ R1734
PAGE 2 (CJR BD)



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

any violation of this title, or upon failure of any person to pay
tinmely any fine, fee or assessnent levied as a result of any
violation of this title, the clerk of the court shall give witten
notice to such person by United States first class nail at his
| ast known address advi sing such person that if within ten (10)
days after such notice is deposited in the nail the person has not
properly responded to the sunmons or citation or has not paid the
entire amount of all fines, fees and assessnents |levied, then the
court will give notice thereof to the Conm ssioner of Public
Safety and the comm ssioner nay suspend the driver's |icense of
such person. The actual cost incurred by the court in the giving
of such notice may be added to any other court costs assessed in
such case. If within ten (10) days after the notice is given in
accordance wth this subsection such person has not satisfactorily
di sposed of the matter pending before the court, then the clerk of
the court inmmediately shall mail a copy of the abstract of the
court record, along with a certified copy of the notice given
under this subsection, to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, and
the comm ssioner nay suspend the driver's |license of such person
as aut horized under subsections (2) and (3) of this section.

(2) The comm ssioner is hereby authorized to suspend the
| i cense of an operator w thout prelimnary hearing upon a show ng
by his records or other sufficient evidence that the |icensee:

(a) Has commtted an offense for which nmandatory
revocation of license is required upon conviction except under the
provi sions of the Mssissippi Inplied Consent Law,

(b) Has been involved as a driver in any accident
resulting in the death or personal injury of another or serious
property damage;

(c) Is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a
not or vehi cl e;

(d) Has been convicted with such frequency of serious

of fenses against traffic regul ati ons governi ng the novenent of
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vehicles as to indicate a disrespect for traffic laws and a
disregard for the safety of other persons on the hi ghways;

(e) Is inconpetent to drive a notor vehicle;

(f) Has permtted an unl awmful or fraudul ent use of such
| i cense;

(g Has commtted an offense in another state which if
commtted in this state would be grounds for suspension or
revocati on;

(h) Has failed to pay any fine, fee or other assessnent
|l evied as a result of any violation of this title;

(1) Has failed to respond to a summons or citation
whi ch charged a violation of this title; or

(j) Has commtted a violation for which mandatory
revocation of license is required upon conviction, entering a plea
of nolo contendere to, or adjudication of delinquency, pursuant to
t he provisions of subsection (1) of Section 63-1-71.

(3) Notice that a person's license is suspended or wll be
suspended under subsection (2) of this section shall be given by
the comm ssioner in the manner and at the tine provided for under
Section 63-1-52, and upon such person's request, he shall be
af forded an opportunity for a hearing as early as practical within
not to exceed twenty (20) days after receipt of such request in
the county wherein the licensee resides unless the departnent and
the licensee agree that such hearing may be held in sone other
county. Upon such hearing the comm ssioner, or his duly
aut hori zed agent, may adm ni ster oaths and may i ssue subpoenas for
the attendance of w tnesses and the production of rel evant books
and papers and may require a reexam nation of the |icensee. Upon
such hearing the conm ssioner shall either rescind any order of
suspensi on or, good cause appearing therefor, may extend any
suspensi on of such |license or revoke such license.

(4) A person whose |icense has been suspended, pursuant to

t he provisions of subsection (1) or paragraph (h) of subsection
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(2) of this section or subsection (1)(f) of Section 63-1-51

subject, to the approval of the court, may pay any local fines or

costs, arising fromsuch convictions or failure to appear in any

court, by establishing a paynent plan with the local court or the

court clerk of the jurisdiction.

(5) The comm ssioner is hereby authorized to reinstate a

person's driving privil eges when such person provides the

departnment with certification fromthe local court, or court clerk

of the jurisdiction that such person has entered into a paynent

plan with the local court or the court clerk of the jurisdiction

and has satisfied all other provisions of lawrelating to the

i ssuance and restoration of a driver's |icense.

(6) The comm ssion shall, upon notice of such person's

failure to conply with any paynent plan established pursuant to

this section, suspend the |license of such person. Persons who

default under this section shall not be eligible for any future

paynent plans under this section. The comm ssion shall notify the

person in witing of the proposed suspension, and upon request of

such person within thirty (30) days of such notification, shal

provi de the person an opportunity for a hearing to show that such

person has, in fact, conplied wwth the I ocal court's or the court

clerk's paynent plan. Failure to nmake such request within thirty

(30) days of receipt of notification shall, w thout exception,

constitute a wai ver of such right.

(7) Any person who has defaulted on a pay plan to pay fines

and costs for suspension actions taken, shall not be eligible to

participate in a paynent plan, nor shall the Departnent of Public

Safety have the authority to accept a paynent plan as a condition

precedent to the restoration of driving privil eges.

(8) Any county which participates in the paynent plan

aut hori zed by the provisions of this section shall pay to the

state any expense required to be paid for state inplenentation of

such paynent plan. Such paynent shall be divided pro rata anong
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the counties to which the plan applies. Such paynent shall be

made prior to the inplenentation by the county of the provisions

of House Bill No.

, 2004 Regul ar Sessi on.

SECTI ON 3.

and after July 1,
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This act shall take effect and be in force from

2004.

*HR40/R1734*
ST: Driver's license; allow person with
suspended |license to enter paynent plan and
reinstate |icense.



