M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Gunn, ElIlington, To: Apportionnment and
Fillingane, Hamilton (6th), Staples El ections
HOUSE BI LL NO. 1600
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-405 AND 23-15-423, M SSI SS|I PP
2 CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THAT THE NUMBER OF VOTI NG MACHI NES USED
3 |IN A VOII NG PRECI NCT BE I N DI RECT PROPORTI ON TO THE NUMBER OF
4 REGQ STERED VOTERS IN THE PRECI NCT, W TH A GREATER NUMBER OF VOTI NG
5 MACHI NES BE USED I N PRECI NCTS WTH A GREATER NUMBER OF REGQ STERED
6 VOIERS, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES
7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-405, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
9 anended as follows:
10 23-15-405. \Whenever the board of supervisors of any county
11 or the governing authorities of any nunicipality shall purchase or
12 rent voting nmachines that neet the requirenents of this article,
13 such voting nmachines may be used at all elections held in such
14 county or nunicipality, or in any part thereof, for voting,
15 registering and counting votes cast at such elections. 1In
16 providing voting machi nes, the board of supervisors is hereby
17 enpowered to purchase or rent voting machi nes for each voting
18 precinct in the entire county, including those |ocated within the
19 nmunicipality, and the board shall purchase or rent nmachines in
20 direct proportion to the nunber of voters in each precinct. The
21 board of supervisors of any county and the governing authorities
22 of any nunicipality may jointly purchase or rent voting machi nes
23 for all of the voting precincts in the entire county. Wenever
24 voting machi nes have been purchased or rented by either the board
25 of supervisors or the governing authorities of a municipality, for
26 use at voting precincts within the county or within the
27 municipality, said voting machi nes may be used at said voting
28 precincts in all elections, and the officials in charge of the
29 election to be held shall cause the voting nmachines to be prepared
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and used at such election as provided for herein. The nunber of

voting machines to be used in each voting precinct nmust be in

direct proportion to the nunber of voters registered in the

precinct, with a greater nunber of voting nmachines to be used in

voting precincts in which a greater nunber of voters are

regi stered. Quidelines for the nunber of machines to be used for

a specific designated nunber of voters wthin each precinct shal

be provided by the Secretary of State. Voting machi nes of

different kinds nay be adopted for different counties within the
state.

Voti ng machi nes may be used in conbination with paper ballots
in any election at the discretion of and under rules and
regul ations set up by the officials in charge of the election.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-423, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-423. Voting precincts in which voting machines are to
be used shall be altered, divided or conbined so as to provide

that each voting precinct in which the machine or nachines to be

used shall contain the nunber of voters specified by the Secretary

of State. The nunber of voting nmachines to be used in each voting

preci nct must be in direct proportion to the nunber of voters

regi stered in the precinct, with a greater nunber of voting

machi nes to be used in voting precincts in which a greater nunber

of voters are registered. Quidelines for the nunber of nachines

to be used for a specific designated nunber of voters within each

preci nct shall be provided by the Secretary of State.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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63 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
64 and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

65 R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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