M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Represent ati ve Bl acknon To: Judiciary A
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1574

AN ACT TO CREATE DRUG COURT DI STRI CTS THROUGHOUT THE STATE
TO PROVI DE FOR JUDGES OF THE DRUG COURTS; TO PROVI DE FOR TERMS OF
COURT; TO PROVI DE FOR THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE DRUG COURTS; TO
BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 9-23-1, 9-23-3, 9-23-5, 9-23-7, 9-23-9,
9-23-11, 9-23-13, 9-23-15, 9-23-17, 9-23-19, 9-23-21 AND 9-23-23,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF AMENDMENT; TO AMVEND
SECTI ONS 23-15-973, 23-15-975 AND 23-15-977, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF
1972, TO PLACE THE DRUG COURT JUDGES | N THE NONPARTI SAN JUDI Cl AL
ELECTI ON ACT; TO PROVI DE FI LI NG FEES FOR CANDI DATES FOR THE
PCSI TI ON OF DRUG COURT JUDGE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 25- 3- 35,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE A SALARY FOR DRUG COURT
JUDGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. A judge shall be elected for and from each of the

drug court districts as provided in this act and the listing of

i ndi vi dual precincts shall be those precincts as they existed on
Oct ober 1, 2000. He shall hold court in any other district with
t he consent of the judge thereof when in their opinion the public
interest may be thereby pronoted. The election of all judges
shal | be conducted at the regular election for chancery and
circuit court judges after their election and their terns of

of fice shall continue for four (4) years. A judge shall be a
resident of the district in which he serves.

SECTION 2. (1) The state shall be divided into an

appropriate nunber of drug court districts, severally nunbered and
conprised of the counties as set forth in the sections which
follow. A court to be styled "The Drug Court of the County of

" shall be held in each county. The dates upon which terns
shall comrence and the nunber of days for which terns shal
continue in drug court districts shall be set by order of the

judge in accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) of this
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section. A matter in court may extend past such terns if the
interest of justice so requires.

(2) An order establishing the commencenent and conti nuati on
of terms of court for each of the counties within a drug court
district consisting of shall be entered annually and not |ater
than COctober 1 of the year imedi ately preceding the cal endar year
for which such ternms of court are to becone effective. Notice of
t he dates upon which the terns of court shall comrence and the
nunber of days for which such terns shall continue in each of the
counties within a drug court district shall be posted in the
office of the circuit clerk of each county within the district and
mai l ed to the office of the Secretary of State for publication and
distribution to all nmenbers of the Mssissippi Bar. |In the event
that an order is not tinely entered as herein provided, the terns
of court for each of the counties within any such drug court
district shall remain unchanged for the next cal endar year.

(3) The nunber of judges for each drug court district shal
be determ ned by the Legislature based upon the foll ow ng
criteria:

(a) The popul ation of the district;

(b) The nunber of cases filed in the district;

(c) The case |load of each judge in the district;

(d) The geographic area of the district;

(e) An analysis of the needs of the district by the
court personnel of the district; and

(f) Any other appropriate criteria.

(4) The Judicial College of the University of M ssissipp
Law Center and the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall determ ne
t he appropri ate:

(a) Specific data to be collected as a basis for
appl ying the above criteri a;
(b) Method of collecting and maintaining the specified

data; and
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(c) Method of assimlating the specified data.

(5 In adistrict having nore than one (1) judge, there
shal |l be no distinction whatsoever in the powers, duties and
enol unents of those offices except that the judge who has been for
the | ongest tine continuously a judge of that court or, should no
judge have served longer in office than the others, the judge who
has been for the | ongest tine a nenber of the M ssissippi Bar,
shall be the senior chancellor. The senior judge shall have the
right to assign causes and dockets and to set terns.

SECTION 3. The First Drug Court District shall be conprised

of the follow ng counties:
(a) Bolivar County;
(b) Coahoma County;
(c) DeSoto County;
(d) Panol a County;
(e) Quitman County;
(f) Tallahatchie County;
(g) Tate County;
(h) Tunica County; and
(1) Yal obusha County.
SECTION 4. The Second Drug Court District shall be conprised

of the follow ng counties:
(a) Alcorn County;
(b) Benton County;
(c) Cal houn County;
(d) Chi ckasaw County;
(e) Itawanba County;
(f) Lafayette County;
(g) Lee County;
(h) WMarshall County;
(i) Monroe County;
(j) Pontotoc County;

(k) Prentiss County;

H B. No. 1574 *HR40/R1942*
04/ HRAO/ R1942
PAGE 3 (CJR BD)



98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129

(1)
(m
(n)
SECTI ON 5.

Ti ppah County;
Ti shom ngo County; and
Uni on County.
The Third Drug Court District shall

of the follow ng counties:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(9)
(h)
(i)
SECTI ON 6.

Hunphreys County;
Hol nes County;
| ssaquena County;
Lefl ore County;
Shar key County;
Sunf | ower County;
Warren County;
Washi ngt on County; and
Yazoo County.
The Fourth Drug Court District shall

of the follow ng counties:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()
(9)
(h)
(i)
(J)
(k)
SECTI ON 7.

Attal a County;
Carroll County;
Choct aw County;
Cl ay County;
Grenada County;
Lowndes County;
Mont gonery County;
Noxubee County;
Ckti bbeha County;
Webst er County; and
W nston County.

The Fifth Drug Court District shall

of the follow ng counties:

(a)
(b)
(c)
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130 SECTION 8. The Sixth Drug Court District shall be conprised

131 of the follow ng counties:

132 (a) darke County;

133 (b) Kenper County;

134 (c) Lauderdal e County;

135 (d) Leake County;

136 (e) Neshoba County;

137 (f) Newton County;

138 (g) Scott County; and

139 (h) Wayne County.

140 SECTION 9. The Seventh Drug Court District shall be

141 conprised of the follow ng counties:

142 (a) Adans County;

143 (b) Amte County;

144 (c) daiborne County;
145 (d) Copiah County;

146 (e) Franklin County;

147 (f) Jefferson County;
148 (g) Lincoln County;

149 (h) Pike County;

150 (1) walthall County; and
151 (j) WIKkinson County.
152 SECTI ON 10. The Eighth Drug Court District shall be

153 conprised of the follow ng counties:

154 (a) Covington County;
155 (b) Forrest County;
156 (c) Jasper County;
157 (d) Jefferson Davis County;
158 (e) Jones County;
159 (f) Lamar County;
160 (g) Lawrence County;
161 (h) Marion County;
162 (1) Pearl River County;
H B. No. 1574 *HR40/R1942*
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(j) Perry County;
(k) Sinpson County; and
(1) Smth County.
SECTION 11. The Ninth Drug Court District shall be conprised

of the follow ng counties:
(a) George County;
(b) G een County;
(c) Hancock County;
(d) Harrison County;
(e) Jackson County; and
(f) Stone County.

SECTI ON 12. The drug courts shall hear cases involving

control |l ed substances and al cohol |aws violations and shal
enforce the provisions of the Alyce Giffin Carke Drug Court Act
(Section 9-23-1, et seq.)

SECTI ON 13. Section 9-23-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-1. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the
"Alyce Giffin Carke Drug Court Act."

SECTI ON 14. Section 9-23-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-3. (1) The Legislature of M ssissippi recognizes the
critical need for judicial intervention to reduce the incidence of
al cohol and drug use, al cohol and drug addiction, and crines
commtted as a result of alcohol and drug use and al cohol and drug
addiction. It is the intent of the Legislature to facilitate
| ocal drug court alternative orders adaptable to chancery,
circuit, county, youth, nunicipal and justice courts.

(2) The goals of the drug courts under this chapter include
the foll ow ng:

(a) To reduce al coholism and ot her drug dependenci es
anong adult and juvenile offenders and def endants and anobng

respondents in juvenile petitions for abuse, neglect or both;
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(b) To reduce crimnal and delinquent recidivismand
the incidence of child abuse and negl ect;

(c) To reduce the al cohol -related and ot her
drug-rel ated court workl oad;

(d) To increase personal, famlial and societal
accountability of adult and juvenile of fenders and defendants and
respondents in juvenile petitions for abuse, neglect or both; and

(e) To pronote effective interaction and use of
resources anong crimnal and juvenile justice personnel, child
protective services personnel and conmmunity agenci es.

SECTI ON 15. Section 9-23-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-5. For the purposes of this chapter, the foll ow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings ascribed unless the
context clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Drug court” means an inmedi ate and highly
structured intervention process for substance abuse treatnent of
eligible defendants or juveniles that:

(1) Brings together substance abuse professionals,
| ocal social prograns and intensive judicial nonitoring; and

(ii1) Follows the key conponents of drug courts
publ i shed by the Drug Court Program Ofice of the United States
Departnent of Justice.

(b) "Chem cal tests" neans the analysis of an
individual's: (i) blood, (ii) breath, (iii) hair, (iv) sweat, (v)
saliva, (vi) urine; or (vii) other bodily substance to determ ne
the presence of al cohol or a controlled substance.

SECTI ON 16. Section 9-23-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-7. The Admnistrative Ofice of Courts shall be
responsi ble for certification and nonitoring of |ocal drug courts
according to standards pronul gated by the State Drug Courts

Advi sory Conmi ttee.
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SECTION 17. Section 9-23-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-9. (1) The State Drug Courts Advisory Commttee is
established to devel op and periodically update proposed statew de
eval uation plans and nodels for nonitoring all critical aspects of
drug courts. The conmttee nmust provide the proposed eval uation
plans to the Chief Justice and the Admi nistrative Ofice of
Courts. The commttee shall be chaired by the Director of the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts and shall consist of not |ess than
seven (7) nenbers nor nore than eleven (11) nenbers appoi nted by
the Suprenme Court and broadly representative of the courts, |aw
enforcenent, corrections, juvenile justice, child protective
servi ces and substance abuse treatnent comrunities.

(2) The State Drug Courts Advisory Commttee may al so nake
recommendations to the Chief Justice, the Director of the
Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts and state officials concerning
i nprovenents to drug court policies and procedures. The commttee
may make suggestions as to the criteria for eligibility, and other
procedural and substantive guidelines for drug court operation.

(3) The State Drug Courts Advisory Commttee shall act as
arbiter of disputes arising out of the operation of drug courts
establ i shed under this chapter and nmake recommendations to inprove
the drug courts; it shall also make recommendations to the Suprene
Court necessary and incident to conpliance with established rules.

SECTI ON 18. Section 9-23-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-11. (1) A drug court may establish an al cohol and drug
i ntervention conponent provided all the follow ng requirenents are
met :

(a) The drug court established by the court is
certified by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts;
(b) The court that established the drug court

determnes that in order to fully inplenment the purposes of the
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drug court that the drug and al cohol intervention conponent is
necessary; and
(c) The court nmust submt a petition for approval to

the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts containing the foll ow ng:

(1) A full description of a proposed intervention
conponent .

(11) A budget supported by statistics.

(tii1) Details on the inplenentation of the
i ntervention conmponent.

(2) Each individual drug court judge may establish rules and
may make special orders and rul es as necessary that do not
conflict wwth rules pronul gated by the Suprene Court.

(3) A drug court may appoint such full- or part-tine
enpl oyees it deens necessary for the work of the drug court and
shall fix the conpensation of those enpl oyees. Such enpl oyees
shall serve at the will and pleasure of the judge or the judge's
desi gnee.

(4) Drug court enployees or contractors shall performduties
the court assigns.

(5 A drug court established under this chapter is subject
to the regulatory powers of the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts as
set forth in Section 9-23-15.

(6) Each individual drug court is responsible for the
adm ni stration of the drug and al cohol intervention conponent of
that court.

(7) (a) The costs of participation in an al cohol and drug
servi ces conponent required by the drug court established by this
chapter may be paid by the participant or out of user fees or such
other state, federal or private funds that may, fromtine to tine,
be nmade avail abl e.

(b) The court may assess such reasonable fees for

participation and nmay i npose sanctions that it deens appropriate.
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SECTI ON 19. Section 9-23-13, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-13. (1) A drug court's alcohol and drug intervention
conponent nmay provide for eligible individuals a range of
necessary court intervention services, including, but not limted
to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Screening for eligibility and other appropriate
servi ces;

(b) dinical assessnent;

(c) Education;

(d) Referral

(e) Service coordination and case managenent; and

(f) Counseling and rehabilitative care.

(2) Any inpatient treatnment or inpatient detoxification
program ordered by the court shall be certified by the Departnent
of Mental Health, other appropriate state agency or the equival ent
agency of another state.

SECTI ON 20. Section 9-23-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-15. (1) In order to be eligible for alternative
sentencing through a local drug court, the participant nust
satisfy each of the followng criteria:

(a) The participant cannot have any fel ony convictions
for any offenses which are crinmes of violence.

(b) The crime before the court cannot be a crinme of
vi ol ence.

(c) Oher crimnal proceedings alleging conmssion of a
crime of violence cannot be pendi ng agai nst the participant.

(d) The participant cannot have been currently charged
with burglary of an occupied dwelling.

(e) The crime before the court cannot be a charge of
driving under the influence of alcohol or any other drug or drugs

that resulted in the death of a person
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(f) The crinme charged cannot be one of distribution,
sal e, possession with intent to distribute, production,
manuf acture or cultivation of controlled substances, nor can the
participant have a prior conviction for sane.

(2) Participation in the services of an al cohol and drug
i ntervention conponent shall be open only to the individuals over
whom the court has jurisdiction, except that the court may agree
to provide the services for individuals referred from another drug
court. In cases transferred from another jurisdiction, the
recei ving judge shall act as a special master and make
recommendations to the sentencing judge.

(3) (a) As a condition of participation in a drug court, a
participant may be required to undergo a chemcal test or a series
of chem cal tests as specified by the drug court. A participant
is liable for the costs of all chemcal tests required under this
section, regardless of whether the costs are paid to the drug
court or the |aboratory; provided, however, if testing is
avail able fromother sources or the programitself, the judge may
wai ve any fees for testing.

(b) A laboratory that perfornms a chem cal test under
this section shall report the results of the test to the drug
court.

(4) A person does not have a right to participate in drug
court under this chapter.

SECTI ON 21. Section 9-23-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-17. Wth regard to any drug court established under
this chapter, the Admnnistrative Ofice of Courts may do the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Ensure that the structure of the intervention
conponent conplies with rul es adopted under this section and

appl i cabl e federal regul ations.
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(b) Revoke the authorization of a program upon a
determ nation that the program does not conply with rules adopted
under this section and applicable federal regul ations.

(c) Make agreenents and contracts to effectuate the
pur poses of this chapter wth:

(1) Another departnent, authority or agency of the
st ate;

(1i1) Another state;

(ti1) The federal governnent;

(iv) A state-supported or private university; or

(v) A public or private agency, foundation,
corporation or individual.

(d) Directly, or by contract, approve and certify any
i ntervention conponent established under this chapter.

(e) Require, as a condition of operation, that each
drug court created or funded under this chapter be certified by
the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(f) Adopt rules to inplenent this chapter.

SECTI ON 22. Section 9-23-19, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-19. (1) Al nonies received fromany source by the
drug court shall be accunulated in a fund to be used only for drug
court purposes. Any funds remaining in this fund at the end of a
fiscal year shall not |apse into any general fund, but shall be
retained in the drug court fund for the funding of further
activities by the drug court.

(2) A drug court may apply for and receive the foll ow ng:

(a) Gfts, bequests and donations from private sources.

(b) Gant and contract noney from governnmental sources.

(c) Oher forns of financial assistance approved by the
court to supplenent the budget of the drug court.

SECTI ON 23. Section 9-23-21, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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9-23-21. The director and nenbers of the professional and
adm nistrative staff of the drug court who performduties in good
faith under this chapter are inmmune fromcivil liability for:

(a) Acts or omssions in providing services under this
chapter; and

(b) The reasonabl e exercise of discretion in
determning eligibility to participate in the drug court.

SECTI ON 24. Section 9-23-23, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

9-23-23. If the participant conpletes all requirenents
i nposed upon himby the drug court, including the paynment of fines
and fees assessed, the charge and prosecution shall be di sm ssed.
If the defendant or participant was sentenced at the tinme of entry
of plea of guilty, the successful conpletion of the drug court
order and ot her requirenents of probation or suspension of
sentence will result in the record of the crimnal conviction or
adj udi cati on bei ng expunged. However, no expunction of any
i nplied consent violation shall be all owed.

SECTI ON 25. Section 23-15-973, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-973. It shall be the duty of the judges of the circuit
court to give a reasonable tine and opportunity to the candi dates
for the office of judge of the Suprenme Court, judges of the Court

of Appeals, circuit judge, drug court judge and chancellor to

address the people during court terns. |In order to give further
and every possible enphasis to the fact that the said judicial
offices are not political but are to be held w thout favor and
with absolute inpartiality as to all persons, and because of the
jurisdiction conferred upon the courts by this chapter, the judges
t hereof should be as far renoved as possible fromany political
affiliations or obligations. It shall be unlawful for any
candidate for any of the offices nentioned in this section to

align hinself with any candi date or candi dates for any ot her
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office or with any political faction or any political party at any
time during any primary or general election canpaign. Likew se it
shall be unlawful for any candidate for any other office nom nated
or to be nomnated at any primary el ection, wherein any candi date
for any of the judicial offices in this section nentioned, is or
are to be nomnated, to align hinself with any one or nore of the
candi dates for said offices or to take any part whatever in any
nom nation for any one or nore of said judicial offices, except to
cast his individual vote. Any candidate for any office, whether
nom nated wth or w thout opposition, at any primary wherein a
candidate for any one of the judicial offices herein nentioned is
to be nom nated who shall deliberately, knowingly and willfully
violate the provisions of this section shall forfeit his
nom nation, or if elected at the foll ow ng general election by
virtue of said nom nation, his election shall be void.

SECTI ON 26. Section 23-15-975, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

As used in Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985 of this
subarticle, the term"judicial office" includes the office of
justice of the Suprenme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals,

circuit judge, chancellor, county court judge, drug court judge

and famly court judge. Al such justices and judges shall be
full-time positions and such justices and judges shall not engage
in the practice of |aw before any court, adm nistrative agency or
ot her judicial or quasi-judicial forumexcept as provided by | aw
for finalizing pending cases after election to judicial office.

SECTION 27. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-977. (1) Al candidates for judicial office as
defined in Section 23-15-975 of this subarticle shall file their
intent to be a candidate with the proper officials not |ater than

5:00 p.m on the first Friday after the first Monday in May prior
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to the general election for judicial office and shall pay to the
proper officials the foll ow ng anounts:

(a) Candidates for Suprene Court judge and Court of
Appeal s, the sum of Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00).

(b) Candidates for circuit judge, chancellor and drug

court judge, the sum of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00).

(c) Candidates for county judge and famly court judge,
the sumof Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(2) Candidates for judicial offices |isted in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent
to be a candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent made
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section to, the State Board of
El ecti on Conmm ssi oners.

(3) Candidates for judicial offices |listed in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of this section shall file their intent to be a
candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent nade pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section to, the circuit clerk of the proper
county. The circuit clerk shall notify the county comm ssioners
of election of all persons who have filed their intent to be a
candidate filed with, and paid the proper assessnent to, such
clerk. Such notification shall occur within two (2) business days
and shall contain all necessary information.

SECTI ON 28. Section 25-3-35, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-35. (1) The annual salaries of the follow ng judges
are fixed as follows, to begin at the commencenent of the next

termof office imediately succeeding the existing term

Chi ef Justice of the Suprene Court............... $115, 390. 00
Presi ding Justice of the Suprene Court........... 113, 190. 00
Associ ate Justices of the Suprenme Court, each.... 112,530.00

However, in addition to their present official duties, there

are inposed upon the Suprene Court justices the extra duties of
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maki ng a special study of existing |aws and reporting to each
regul ar session of the Legislature such constructive suggestions
as they may deem necessary for the inprovenent of the

adm nistration of justice, and of identifying and directing the
State Librarian to apply for grants and donations from any public
or private source for the purpose of enhancing the hol dings of the
state law library, and of advising and counseling with the State
Li brarian in the selection of |aw books for purchase and use in
the State Law Library, advising with the librarian thereof upon
the renmoval fromthe library of any books which may be the | east
frequently used, and for the placing of same in a convenient

| ocation so as to provide additional space for such books and

ot her current publications which may be nore frequently used or
called for. For such extra services each justice, fromand after
January 1, 2004, shall receive a sumsufficient when added to the
present salaries of the justices to aggregate One Hundred Fifteen
Thousand Three Hundred Ninety Dol lars ($115,390.00) for the Chief
Justice, One Hundred Thirteen Thousand One Hundred N nety Doll ars
($113,190.00) for the presiding justice, and One Hundred Twel ve
Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Dollars ($112,530.00) for associate
justices, per annum As each existing termexpires and the
above-captioned sal ari es becone effective in due course, the extra
duti es and conpensation provided for shall cease.

The fixed salaries as specified in this subsection (1) shal
be the exclusive and total conpensation which can be reported to
the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System for retirenent purposes;
however, any judge in office on Decenber 31, 2003, may continue to
report his expense allowance as part of his conpensation for
retirement purposes.

(2) The annual salaries of the judges of the Court of
Appeal s of M ssissippi are fixed as follows, to begin at the
commencenent of the next termof office immedi ately succeedi ng the

existing term
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Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals.............. $108, 130. 00

Associ ate Judges of the Court of Appeals, each... 105, 050.00

However, in addition to their present official duties, there
are inposed upon the judges of the Court of Appeals the extra
duties of making a special study of existing |laws and reporting to
the Suprenme Court of the State of M ssissippi such constructive
suggestions as they nmay deem necessary for the inprovenent of the
adm ni stration of justice, and assisting in advising and
counseling with the State Librarian in the selection of |aw books
for purchase and use in the State Law Library, assisting in
advising with the librarian thereof upon the renoval fromthe
| i brary of any books which nay be the | east frequently used, and
for the placing of sane in a convenient |ocation so as to provide
addi ti onal space for such books and other current publications
whi ch may be nore frequently used or called for. For such extra
servi ces each judge, fromand after January 1, 2004, shall receive
a sum sufficient when added to the present salaries of the judges
to aggregate One Hundred Ei ght Thousand One Hundred Thirty Dol |l ars
(%108, 130.00) for the Chief Judge and One Hundred Five Thousand
Fifty Dollars ($105,050.00) for associate judges, per annum As
each existing termexpires and the above-capti oned sal ari es becone
effective in due course, the extra duties and conpensati on
provi ded for shall cease.

The fixed salaries as specified in this subsection (2) shal
be the exclusive and total conpensation which can be reported to
the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System for retirenent purposes;
however, any judge in office on Decenber 31, 2003, may continue to
report his expense allowance as part of his conpensation for
retirement purposes.

(3) The annual salaries of the chancery and circuit court
judges are fixed as follows, to begin at the commencenent of the
next termof office i mediately succeeding the existing term

Chancery Judges, each............................ $104, 170. 00
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Crcuit Judges, each......... .. ... .. .. .. ... 104, 170. 00
Drug Court Judges, each.......................... 104, 170. 00

In addition to their present official duties, there are
i nposed upon the chancery drug and circuit court judges the extra
duties of making a special study of existing laws relating to
trial courts and reporting to the Suprene Court of the State of
M ssi ssi ppi such constructive suggestions as they may deem
necessary for the inprovenent of the adm nistration of justice,
whi ch shall be recomrended to the Legislature by the Suprenme Court
in the manner provided by |law. The judges shall advise and
supervise in the purchase of |aw books for the libraries of each
district, and shall study and eval uate the inventory of books and
facilities now existing in the libraries of each district to
effect the renoval and rel ocation of obsol ete publications so as
to provide additional space for those books and current
publications nore frequently used. The judges shall seek and
identify any grants and donations fromany public or private
source for the purpose of enhancing the holdings of the libraries
of each district. The judges shall study the existing rules
promul gated by the circuit and chancery court judici al
associ ations governing the operation of chancery and circuit
courts, and revise the sane pursuant to existing |aws. For such
extra services each judge, fromand after January 1, 2004, shal
receive a sumsufficient when added to the present salaries of the
judges to aggregate One Hundred Four Thousand One Hundred Seventy
Dol l ars ($104,170.00) per annum for each judge. Upon the
expiration of the existing term the above-captioned sal aries
becone effective in due course, and the extra duties and
conpensati on provided for shall cease.

(4) The Suprene Court shall prepare a payroll for chancery
judges and circuit judges and submt such payroll to the

Departnent of Finance and Adm ni strati on.
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(5) The annual salary of the full-tinme district attorneys
shall be N nety-five Thousand Seven Hundred N nety-six Dollars
($95, 796. 00) .

(6) The annual salary of the full-tine | egal assistants
shall be not less than Fifteen Thousand Dol l ars ($15, 000.00) nor
nore than eighty percent (80% of the salary of the district
attorney for |legal assistants who have been licensed to practice
| aw for five (5) years or less; eighty-five percent (85% of the
salary of the district attorney for |egal assistants who have been
| icensed to practice |law for at least five (5) years but |ess than
fifteen (15) years; and ninety percent (90% of the salary of the
district attorney for |egal assistants who have been licensed to
practice law for at least fifteen (15) years or nore.

(7) This section shall stand repeal ed fromand after January
1, 2007.

SECTION 29. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 30. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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